Colorado’s Top 150 Sports Moments

The 150 significant moments in Colorado's sports
history will be announced weekly leading up to the
state’s sesquicentennial (150th) birthday on August
‘ ‘ * 1, the date Colorado was admitted to the Union as
# the 38th state in 1876. A committee with over 900
years of involvement in Centennial State sports is
selecting the moments we will count down at a rate
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HALL OF FAME of five per week, then daily for the top 10 by the end
= of July. Colorado. David Plati, the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame historian, has identified more than 2,000 of these moments, all

listed chronologically to reflect their importance at the time. The Denver
Gazette has partnered with the CSHOF to publicize Colorado’s top 150 sports moments. Plati and Denver Broncos icon
Jim Saccomano will unveil the list weekly on the CSHOF podcast at coloradosports.org/podcast/.

No. 4 - January 1, 1978. It was the signature moment in the original year of “Broncomania”
with 74,982 in attendance at Mile High Stadium braved the 20-degree weather to see the AFC
West champion Broncos win their first American Football Conference crown and the Super
Bowl berth that went with it with a 20-17 win over the Oakland Raiders. Denver’'s “M&M
Connection” shone on this New Year’s Day as Craig Morton to Haven Moses accounted for |

both Bronco touchdowns on plays that covered 74 and 12 yards; Moses caught five passes in
all for 168 yards. Jon Keyworth scored Denver’s other TD, while the Broncos’ Orange Crush
defense stifled Oakland again and again, limiting it to 298 yards on 72 plays.

No. 5 - May 2, 1983. To date, the biggest trade in Denver sports history. Five days
<

after the 83 NFL Draft, the Baltimore Colts traded quarterback John Elway to the
Broncos for offensive lineman Chris Hinton, quarterback Mark Hermann and Denver’s
first-round pick in the 1984 draft. The trade was finalized in the late afternoon, and the
Broncos set a 10:30 p.m. press conference to introduce Elway, even though across town,
the Denver Nuggets were hosting the San Antonio Spurs in an NBA playoff game. Most
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;_?:1 \f . 1-“ of the media covering the game split to Bronco headquarters for the presser. Elway spent
) his entire 16-year career with the Broncos.

No. 6 - January 1, 1991. A two-year pursuit of the national championship came to
fruition in an Orange Bowl rematch between Colorado and Notre Dame, this time with
the Buffaloes prevailing, 10-9. Charles Johnson replaced an injured Darian Hagan at
quarterback in the second half and led the Buffs to their only touchdown. Key defensive
plays were by Ronnie Bradford, who blocked the Irish PAT kick after their only TD in
the second quarter, and Deon Figures, who intercepted a Rick Mirer pass with 13
seconds remaining, running out the clock to secure the victory. Colorado became the
consensus national champions with the win, having compiled an 11-1-1 record for the
‘90 season (and 22-2-1 over the two-year span).

No. 7 - September 18- October 15, 2007. In what became known as “Rocktober,” the
Rockies started a run of 21 wins in 22 games, beginning with a come-from-behind win
over Los Angeles, a two-run walk-off home run by Todd Helton that beat the Dodgers, 9-
8. It started an 11-game winning streak, with 13 wins in the last 14 regular-season games
that enabled Colorado to catch San Diego for second place in the NL West, forcing a one-
e game playoff on October 1. That game went 13 innings, and the Rockies defeated the
? N Padres, 9-8, who had taken an 8-6 lead in the top of the inning. A run-scoring double by
— Troy Tulowitzki and an RBI triple by Matt Holliday tied the score; Jamie Carroll then hit
a fly ball to right, with Holliday racing home to beat the tag, giving the Rockies the win and a berth in the playoffs. Colorado
swept Philadelphia in the Division Series and Arizona in the LCS, with four of the seven wins coming on the road to complete
a 21-1 run to get to the World Series.

No. 8 - January 31, 1999. The Broncos repeated as Super Bowl champions, defeating
the Atlanta Falcons (and their former head coach Dan Reeves), 34-19. John Elway
earned MVP honors, as he passed for 336 yards and a touchdown in what would be
the final game of his career. He connected with Rod Smith for an 80-yard touchdown
that gave Denver a two-score lead, 17-3, in the second quarter, and his 3-yard TD run
put the Broncos up 31-6 early in the fourth quarter, securing back-to-back titles under
owner Pat Bowlen (who at the Lombardi Trophy ceremony exclaimed, “This one’s for
John!”). The win capped a three-year Bronco run with a 46-10 record (39-9 regular
season), which at one time included 18 straight wins.
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No. 9 - June 9, 2001. Alex Tanguay scored twice and captain Joe Sakic once to lead the
Avalanche to a 3-1 win over the New Jersey Devils in game seven of the Stanley Cup Finals.
Patrick Roy, who won the Conn Smythe Trophy as the MVP of the playoffs, made 25 saves,
and the win gave longtime NHL veteran Ray Bourque his long-awaited Cup in his 22nd and
final season in the league; he lifted the Cup second after being handed to him from Sakic.
Tanguay scored the Avs' first two goals and assisted on their third.

No. 10 - January 11, 1987. On a cold, windy day off Lake Erie, Denver and Cleveland
battled for the AFC title. The game was tied at 10, and then at 13, before Cleveland took a
20-13 lead. The Broncos got the ball back with 5:32 to play, first-and-10 at their 2, setting
the stage for “The Drive.” John Elway engineered a 15-play, 98-yard march, capped with
a 5-yard TD pass to Mark Jackson, with Rich Karlis’ extra point tying the game at 20 with
31 seconds left. The Broncos converted on all three third-down plays, including an Elway-
to-Jackson 20-yard pass on a 3rd-and-18, and earned six first downs on the drive. The
plays covered 5, 3, 2, 3, 11, 22, 12, 0, -8, 20, 0, 14, 0, 9 and 5 yards. In overtime, the defense forced the Browns into a
three-and-out, with Karl Mecklenburg making a key third-down stop, and the offense took over at its 25. Elway completed
passes of 22 yards to Orson Mobley and 28 to Steve Watson, the latter setting up a game-winning 33-yard field goal by
the bare-footed Karlis.
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No. 11 - June 18, 1960. Cherry Hills Country Club hosted the 1960 U.S. Open, which back then
saw the third and final rounds played on the final day. Arnold Palmer was tied for 15th after
three rounds, seven strokes back of the leader, Mike Souchak. He would catch and pass
Souchak to win by two strokes, firing a final round 65; he birdied Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7 to zoom
up the standings, but what was remembered the most (and marked by a plaque), Palmer drove
the green on the 346-yard, par-4 1st hole, considered a monster drive for its day. It was his first
and only U.S. Open win, but he was one of seven in golf's majors, with four wins in the Masters
and two in the British Open.

No. 12 - April 9, 1993. The Colorado Rockies made their home debut at Mile High Stadium
before a record crowd of 80,227, defeating the Montreal Expos 11-4. After Bryn Smith shut
down the Expos in the top of the first, Eric Young stepped to the plate for the first official at-bat
by the home team in Colorado. He responded by slamming a 3-2 pitch off Kent Bottenfield
390 feet into the left field stands, sending the crowd into a frenzy. Young led an 18-hit attack
going 4-for-4, scoring four runs and driving in two while Smith, a former Denver Bear, pitched
seven innings of shutout ball for the win. It was also the first win in team history after dropping
two games in New York.

No. 13 - January 27, 1976. The ABA was down to seven teams and playing as one group
instead of two divisions, so it was decided to have the league All-Stars play the team that was
in the lead at the time — Denver (32-11 on the season, topping New York’s 29-15 mark). Denver
was always slated to host, and before a league-record 17,798 spectators at the city’s brand-
new McNichols Sports Arena, the Nuggets won 144-138. David Thompson led the way with
29 points (named the game’s MVP), with Bobby Jones scoring 24 and Dan Issel and Ralph
Simpson each adding 19. Julius “Dr. J” Erving led the All-Stars with 23 points, but he was
a crowd favorite as at halftime, when he won the inaugural slam dunk contest by “out-dunking”
Thompson, George Gervin, Artis Gilmore and Larry Kenon. The NBA resumed the contest in 1984, when the NBA All-
Star game was also held in Denver. Glen Campbell and Charley Pride performed in a pregame concert to kick off the
festivities.

No. 14 - September 24, 1994. The “Miracle in Michigan” was deemed the play of the year in
all of sports, winning an ESPY, and was one of the top plays in college football in the 20th
Century as No. 7 Colorado beat No. 4 Michigan as time ran out, 27-26. CU led 14-3 early, but
the Wolverines rallied to lead 26-14 after three quarters, which they still held until 2:16
remaining when Rashaan Salaam scored a touchdown to cut the lead to 26-21. The Buffs
regained possession at their own 15, and two plays later were at the 36 with six seconds to
play. With over 106,000 screaming spectators as CU quarterback Kordell Stewart dropped
back to pass, he launched a pass over 70 yards in the air that was tipped at the goal line by
Blake Anderson and hauled in by Michael Westbrook in the end zone for a touchdown. The o )
“Hail Mary” was made possible by Salaam, who made a key block to buy Stewart time to throw what amounted to a 64-yard
play in the books. The play was called, “Jet Rocket.”
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;T-.w-w-mr)r\wwoqr No. 15 - June 10, 1991. Major League Baseball commissioner Fay Vincent announced that
> Denver and Miami were selected as the two expansion choices to begin play in 1993, subject
to the approval of the 26 owners (which occurred on July 5). The two were chosen over four
other finalists which were announced the previous December: Buffalo, Orlando, Tampa-St.
Petersburg and Washington D.C. Both franchises join the National League, bringing its
membership to 14 teams, same as the American League after it expanded to Toronto and
Seattle in 1976.

No. 16 - June 26, 2022. The Colorado Avalanche claim their third
Stanley Cup, winning 2-1 at Tampa Bay to polish of the Lightning in six games. The Avs swept
Nashville, beat St. Louis in six games, and then swept Edmonton to win the Western
Conference. Defenseman Cale Makar won the Conn Smythe Trophy as the MVP of the
playoffs, scoring 8 goals and 21 assists for 29 points, leading the Avs to a 16-4 postseason
record. It completed a hat trick for the state, as Denver East were the national high school
champions and the University of Denver the NCAA titlists.

No. 17 - July 4, 1919. Jack Dempsey (born in Manassa, Colo., and known as the Manassa
Mauler), knocked out Jess Willard in the third round in Toledo to win the heavyweight title.
Dempsey, 6-foot-1, 187 pounds, knocked the much larger Willard (6-67%, 245) to the canvas
seven times in the first round alone. Soon after his win, legendary sportswriter Damon
Runyon gave him his famous nickname. He successfully defended his title five times until
losing to Gene Tunney on July 23, 2026. Dempsey retired with a record of 58 wins (43 by
knockouts), just six losses, and nine draws.

No.18 - February7 2016. The Denver Broncos won their third Super Bowl, this time winning
the 50th version of the event, 24-10 over the Carolina Panthers at Levi’'s Stadium in Santa
Clara. Linebacker Von Miller was the game’s MVP, as his two strip-sacks of Panthers
quarterback Cam Newton led to touchdowns. C.J. Anderson clinched the game with a 2-
yard TD run with 3:08 remaining, as the game was a battle of defenses, with only 509
combined yards on offense and just 194 by the Broncos in Peyton Manning’s final game of

his NFL career.

No. 19 - June 16, 1975. The Denver Nuggets, with the first pick in the ABA Draft, selected “The Human
Eraser,” Marvin Webster of Morgan State, passing on North Carolina State’s David Thompson, who was
selected next by the Virginia Squires; both were selected by the Atlanta Hawks in the NBA Draft. Webster
signed with Denver on June 18, and on July 14, Virginia traded the rights to Denver to sign Thompson for
Mack Calvin, Mike Green, and Jan Van Breda Kolff. Thompson then signed a six-year, $3 million contract,
¥] making him the highest-paid rookie in all of sports at the time.

No. 20 - November 23, 2001. No. 3 Nebraska, ranked first in the BCS Standings and a 9%%-
point favorite, rolled into 14th-ranked Colorado's Folsom Field, but the Buffaloes had different
ideas. CU put on a clinic in building a 35-3 lead early in the second quarter en route to a 62-
36 win. Overall, CU ran roughshod through the Nebraska defense, rushing for 380 yards and
eight touchdowns. Chris Brown ran for 198 yards and scored six touchdowns, with Bobby
Purify adding 154 and a TD to lead an unstoppable Buff offense that averaged almost nine
yards per play. Colorado stole the Big 12 North Division title away from the Huskers - who [EEe%-
were ranked No. 1 in the BCS Standings with the win - and a win over Texas in the SIS

champlonshlp game the following week gave CU the Big 12 title.

No. 21 - June 8, 2021. Nuggets center Nikola Jokic was named the NBA's Most Valuable Player for
the 2020-21 season, the first Nugget to win the award. In his seventh season after being selected 41st
in the *14 Draft, he averaged 26.4 points, 10.9 rebounds and 8.4 assists, just the third player to average
26/10/8 over a full season in league history, and recorded 16 triple-doubles. He collected 91 out of a
possible 100 first-place votes in the media voting. He repeated as the MVP in 2021-22, just the 13th
player to win the honor in back-to-back seasons.

No. 22 - July 28 through August 4, 2012. Missy Franklin, a 17-year-old from Regis High School,
won five medals — four gold — in swimming at the Summer Olympics in London. She won the 100- and
200-meter backstroke events and was on the 4x100-meter medley and 4x200-meter relay teams that
claimed gold; she won bronze on the 4x100-meter freestyle relay.

No. 23 - November 15, 1972. A grassroots organization against bringing the 76 OIymp|cs to
_ Colorado at taxpayer expense was formed in July: Citizens for Colorado’s Future (CCF) submitted
i "+ a petition with 77,392 signatures to the Secretary of State to get an initiative on the 1972 election
=— _.A day ballot stating no city or state funds shall be permitted to fund the Olympic games. (It passed
; ﬁ with 60 percent of the vote, and Denver officially withdrew its bid on November 15.)




Colorado’s Top 150 Sports Moments

No. 24 - February 23, 2025, in World Cup skiing at Sestriere, Italy, Mikaela Shiffrin won the slalom,
her 100th World Cup victory, becoming the first skier, male or female, to record 100 wins in Alpine
World Cup competition (it was her 278th race). It was also her 155th top-3 career finish, tying Swedish
legend Ingemar Stenmark. Through the 2025-26 season, she had totaled 110 victories (73 in the
slalom).

No. 25 - July 26, 1996, Englewood native and Colorado State alumna Amy Van Dyken
won her fourth gold medal in the '96 Summer Olympics in Atlanta, the first American woman to win four golds
in swimming in the same Olympiad (11 had won three prior). She claimed gold in the 50-meter freestyle, the
100-meter butterfly and teamed with others to win the 4x100 freestyle and 4x100 medley relays. The first
American woman to earn four medals in a single Olympics, she was honored upon her return with a parade in
downtown Denver.

No. 26 - December 10, 1994. At one point, eight games into the season, it could be argued that the
University of Colorado had three Heisman Trophy candidates - Rashaan Salaam, Kordell Stewart,
and Michael Westbrook. They separated themselves late in the season, and the nod went to Salaam,
who became the first Heisman winner in the state of Colorado. He won the voting easily with 400 first-
place votes and almost doubled the point total over a pair of Penn State players, Ki-Jana Carter and
Kerry Collins.

No. 27 - December 4, 1999. Less than eight months after tragedy struck Columbine High
School on April 20, where 12 students and a teacher were killed in the worst school shooting
in state history, the Rebels defeated Cherry Creek on the Bruins’ home field, 21-14, to win the
state’s 5A football championship. Creek took an early 14-0 lead in the first quarter, but was
shut out the rest of the way, with Columbine tying the game in the second and going ahead
two plays into the fourth. The game was played with an overflow crowd of 8,000-plus, with the
game televised and national media in town to witness the Rebels win and finish with a 13-1
record.

No. 28 - May 7, 1994. No eight-seed had ever defeated a top-seeded team in the NBA playoffs until this
day. That's when the Denver Nuggets, who had fallen behind two games to none in the best-of-five series,
rallied to win both games in Denver to tie the series and force Game 5 back in Seattle. Close throughout,
the Nuggets prevailed 98-94 in overtime, eliminating the 63-win Supersonics. This was the game with the
iconic video of Dikembe Mutombo lying on his back in the free-throw lane holding the ball above his head.
The Nuggets then fell behind three games to none against Utah and almost pulled it off again, tying the
series after winning three in a row, but their luck ran out, and the Jazz won game 7 in Salt Lake City.

No. 29 - November 13, 1997. The Colorado Rockies had their first (and to date only) player selected as the
National League’s Most Valuable Player. Larry Walker led the league in home runs with 49, batted .366, and
drovein 130 runs, along with 33 stolen bases. The right fielder also won the Gold Glove Award. The Rockies
scored 923 runs - 5.7 per game -the most in the league and second only to Seattle’s 925 in the American, as

Larry Walker is voted the

Gl \Walker and his Blake Street Bomber buddies belted 239 home runs in all.

No. 30 - June 16, 1974. A final round 3-over par 73 propelled former CU golfer (and quarterback/
cornerback) Hale Irwin to victory in the 83rd U.S. Open. The 29-year-old was consistent over the four
rounds (73-70-71-73=287, 7-over par) on the tough Winged Foot Golf Club course in Mamaroneck,
N.Y. He won by two strokes over Fuzzy Fezler, with notables Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus, and Gary
Player further down the line. He cashed a $35,000 check for his efforts. The first of his three U.S.
Open wins, along with in 1979 and 1990, he remains just one of six players in history to win three or
more U.S. Open titles.

L No. 31 - December 6, 1995. The Colorado Avalanche acquired All-Star goalie Patrick Roy in a trade
with the Montreal Canadiens, four days after he allowed nine goals in an 11-1 loss to Detroit that got
him crossways with team management. He would go 38-21-6 with the Avs (16-6 in leading the Avs to
the Stanley Cup), and a 2.68 goal-against average (2.10 in the playoffs, with three shutouts). He
would lead the team again to the Cup in 2001.

No. 32 - February 10, 1968. Colorado Springs’ Peggy Fleming won the gold medal in figure skating
at the '68 Olympics in Grenoble, France, the only gold medal won by any U.S. athlete across all
events. Coming off a banner year in which she was selected as the 1967 Athlete of the Year by ABC'’s
Wide World of Sports and was also the gold medalist at the U.S. and World Championships in 1968.
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No. 33 - August 8, 2004. Finally, a career Denver Bronco was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of
Fame. Quarterback John Elway was chosen in his first year of eligibility, along with Barry Sanders, Carl
Eller, and Bob Brown, for enshrinement in Canton. Elway spent his entire 16-year NFL career (1983-98)
with the Broncos. (One-time Bronco Willie Brown, 1963-66, went on to play 12 seasons with Oakland
and was inducted in 1984).

No. 34 - April 9, 1978. It was the final day of the 1977-78 NBA season: Denver had
clinched the Midwest Division with a 48-33 record and traveled to Detroit; San Antonio had
clinched the Central (52-29) and finished up at New Orleans. Thus, winning wasn’t the top
priority - but the battle for the league’s scoring champ was at stake. The Spurs’ George
Gervin entered the day with 2,169 points in 81 games (26.8 per game), while the Nuggets’
David Thompson had 2,099 in 79 games (26.6 per game). Gervin had one advantage: San
Antonio’s game tipped off five hours after Denver’s 2:30 p.m. start in the Motor City. Thus,
Thompson was up first and scored the third-most points ever in an NBA game - 73, a

number that was still tied for fourth through the °23-24 season - finishing with 2,172 points - m

or 27.15 per game. Gervin knew exactly what was needed for him to overtake Thompson: gl
58 points, but he poured in 63 to finish with 2,232, or 27.22 per outing. Thompson was 28-
of-38 from the floor and 17-0f-20 from the line. (Both teams lost: Detroit beat Denver, 139-137, and New Orleans routed
San Antonio, 153-132.)

No. 35 - July 4, 1979. To quote the late great Yogi Berra (“It ain’t over until it's over”), that
certainly was the case when the Denver Bears trailed the Omaha Royals, 14-7, with two outs
and nobody on base in the bottom of the ninth. Denver led 1-0 early and was playing catch-
up after Omaha plated 10 runs in the fourth. The anxious fans wanted the game to end, as it
was also the Bears’ traditional Fireworks Night, with an American Association record crowd
of 38,490 in attendance. Sure enough, Denver rallied as the next nine batters all reached
base, capped by a three-run home run by Jim Cox for a 16-14 Bears’ win. It remains one of
the top all-time rallies in professional baseball history.

No. 36 - April 11, 2026. The Denver Pioneers won their record 11th NCAA men’s hockey title (and third
in the last five years), defeating the University of Wisconsin, 2-1. Held scoreless for the first 47 minutes
with only nine shots on goal, the DU offense came alive, with Rieger Lorenz out a rebound in the net to
tie the game at 1-all. Then, with 5:52 remaining, Kyle Chyzowski tipped one in for the winning score.
DU’s freshman goalie, Johnny Hicks, stopped 29 of 30 Badger shots and was named the Frozen Four’s
outstandlng performer.

No. 37 - August 8, 1936. Simla native and Colorado A&M graduate Glenn Morris ('34) won the gold medal
in the decathlon at the *36 Berlin Summer Olympics. An assistant for A&M football coach Harry Hughes at
the time, he set a new world record of 7,900 total points in the 10-event competition, leading an American
sweep in winning the first Olympic medal by a Coloradoan in a track and field event.

No. 38 February 7, 1964. It was referred to at the time as the “biggest upset in Olympic ski history.” T
Two Alpine skiers from Colorado won the first Olympic medals in skiing, with Billy Kidd winning the =y
silver and Jimmie Heuga the bronze in the slalom in Innsbruck, Austria. Called “a pair of daring 20-
year old American students,” they upstaged several of the world’s best skiers in the 2-3 finish. Heuga
was a member of CU’s ski team, but Kidd chose to race professionally even though he, too, was a CU
student both trained under CU head coach Bob Beattie.

‘l No. 39 - September 6, 1986. Colorado State records its first win over rival Colorado since 1958
w Wwith a 23-7 win in Boulder. The Rams took advantage of six CU turnovers with Steve Bartalo
rushing for 145 yards and a touchdown. CSU built a 23-0 lead by the end of the third quarter and
CU avoided being shut out, scoring with 29 seconds left in the game. CU was coming off its first
winning season since 1978 and had high aspirations; CSU was 5-7 the previous year and the win
was the impetus for the Rams’ first winning season since 1980. Colorado would lose its next three
by a combined 10 points before rallying to win six Big Eight games, as both finished 6-5 in the '86
regular season. Bartalo would go on to rush for 1,419 yards in 1986 and 4,813 for his career, both CSU records at the time
with the career mark still first.

1TH NATIONAL TITLE
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No. 40 - March 9, 1968. Adams State College as crowned national champions in the
NAIA Wrestling Championships - the first of 69 national titles the then-Indians and now
Grizzlies have won over seven different sports - the most by any Colorado university.
Adams hosted the event in Alamosa and methodically pulled away from Nebraska-
Omabha, winning by 31 points (108-77); the two dueled again a year later, with ASC (now
ASU) winning by 14. Two weeks later, NAIA champion Nick Carollo won the 191 title at
the NCAA university event, and Adams State tied for 17th at University Park, Pa. It added
six more in wrestling for a total of eight, has won 25 in men’s cross country (12 NAIA, 13
NCAA Division Il); 24 in women’s cross country (3 NAIA, 21 NCAA Division II; six in
women'’s indoor track; three in men’s outdoor track (2 NCAA, 1 NAIA) two in men’s indoor
track (both NAIA) and one in women'’s outdoor track. Joe Vigil coached the first 30 of those champions, with current head
coach Damon Martin coaching the last 39; the Grizzlies' most recent titles were in 2024 (women'’s indoor and cross country).
No. 41 - December 31, 1985. Air Force completed their best season in history (12-1), with a
24-16 win over Texas in the Bluebonnet Bowl. The Western Athletic Conference co-champions,
the Falcons, won their fourth straight bowl game. The Longhorns took a quick 7-0 lead, but Air
Force zoomed ahead with two scores to take a 14-7 lead going into the second quarter and
never looked back. Fullback Pat Evans was the game’s MVP, as he had 18 carries for 129
yards and a touchdown.

No. 42 - May 13, 1976. The last game in the ABA: game six of the championship
series between the Nuggets and the New York Nets. Down three games to two,
Denver needed a win to force a game seven back in Colorado, and it appeared to be
happening, as the Nuggets led 80-58 midway through the third quarter. But the Nets
cut the lead to 92-78 entering the fourth, then outscored Denver 34-14 in the period to
win the game and title, 112-106. David Thompson (42 points) and Dan Issel (who
scored 30) did their part, but Julius Erving (31), John Williamson (28), and Brian
Taylor (24) rallied the Nets. Denver and New York, along with Indiana and San
Antonio, would join the NBA the next season as the ABA was dissolved.

No. 43 - January 9, 1999. After becoming only the fourth player

in NFL history to rush for 2,000 yards in a season, Denver’s Terrell Davis was named the Associated
Press’ NFL MVP. In leading Denver to a 14-2 record (and eventual Super Bowl win over Atlanta), he
ran for 2,008 yards and 21 touchdowns. He nearly doubled the votes of the runner-up, Minnesota
quarterback Randall Cunningham. He ran for 100-plus yards in a game 11 times, with a high of 208 at
Seattle; he had three more in the playoffs, aiding Denver’s back to- back Super Bowl wins. Davis also
won AP’s Offensive Player of the Year honors.

No. 44 - December 14, 1996. Northern Colorado got on a roll at the right time, as after a 5-3 start,
they reeled off seven wins in a row, four in the NCAA Division Il playoffs. After dispatching No. 7
Pittsburg State (24-21), No. 2 Northeast Missouri State (27-26), and No. 8 Clarion (19-18), the
15th-ranked Bears upset No. 6 Carson-Newman 23-14 in Florence, Ala., for the championship.
Billy Holmes ran for 136 yards and a touchdown; Tom Beck connected with Andy Haase on a
36-yard pass, and Michael Schauer kicked three field goals. UNC’s defense also shone, ending all
five of Carson-Newman’s second-half possessions with turnovers. Joe Glenn was named the
national coach of the year by the AFCA, and UNC would repeat in '97.

No. 45 - November 24, 1928. Colorado College junior Earl “Dutch” Clark set a state
college record that still stands today when, in a 48-25 win over Wyoming, he rushed for 381
yards and five touchdowns. He added six extra-point kicks for 36 points overall; he had 227
of his yards by halftime. He also completed nine passes for 207 yards, giving him the state’s
total offense record of 588 yards, another mark that still stands. Both numbers still rank
nationally in the top 20 but are separated by divisions; at the time, they were considered
single-game records.
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No. 46 - October 22, 1973. Declared “Orange Monday”, the Broncos finally made their first
appearance on Monday Night Football (the 25th out of 26 teams in the league at the time @
to be selected for the primo prime time slot). The opponent was the arch-nemesis, the
Oakland Raiders. Billy Thompson returned a fumble 80 yards for the game’s first score;
Oakland countered with an 80-yard play of its own, a TD pass from Ken Stabler to Mike
Siani. But field goals ruled the roost on this night, with Oakland’s George Blanda making
three as did Denver’s Jim Turner, whose 35-yarder with three seconds remaining forged a
23-23 tie. At the time, it was the most-watched Bronco game locally and nationally.

No. 47 - March 30-April 1, 1990. In one of the last cities to host a Final Four in a basketball setting at
McNichols Arena, Duke beat Arkansas in the first semifinal, 97-83, with UNLV defeating Georgia Tech in the
second, 90-81. In the championship game, UNLV routed Duke, 103-73. Coach Jerry Tarkanian’s Runnin’
Rebels averaged 95.2 points for the six tournament games and finished with a 35-5 record.

No 48 - December 20, 2014. Just six years after coach John Wristen and devout donors
resurrected the program, the CSU Pueblo won the NCAA Division Il title with a 13-0 win
over No. 1 Minnesota State. The T-Wolves (14-1) held the Mavericks to just 265 yards,
nearly 200 under their season average. Chris Bonner threw for 191 yards and a
touchdown, and Cameron McDondle ran for 113 yards to lead the offensive attack. CSU
Pueblo reached the title game with three home wins in the playoffs, defeating Angelo
State (52-14), Ohio Dominican (31-28), and West Georgia (10-7).

&% ROCKIES CLASSICS No. 49 - April 26, 1995. In their first game at Coors Field, the Colorado Rockles had to raIIy
Jerspa et from a run-down three different times. Trailing 7-6 in the ninth, Larry Walker doubled to right

ek field, scoring Walt Weiss to tie the game. Then, behind 8-7 in the 13th, Jim Tatum lined a
double to left field, scoring Mike Kingery, tying the game once again. With the Mets ahead 9-
8, Dante Bichette hit the first home run by a Rockies at Coors, a three-run shot with one out,

scoring Joe Girardi and Andres Galarraga for an 11-8 Colorado win in 14 i |nn|ngs

OAKLAND RAIDERS
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DENVER BRONCOS

No. 50 - December 14, 2024. The second Heisman Trophy winner in the state was
awarded to Colorado’s two-way star, Travis Hunter. He caught 96 passes for 1,258 yards
and 15 touchdowns, with four interceptions and 11 pass deflections on defense. The first
player in history to be named first-team on both offense and defense on the Walter Camp
Foundation’s All-America team, he followed Deion Sanders to Colorado from Jackson
State in 2023. In the closest Heisman race since 2009, he bested Boise State’s Ashton
Jeanty by 217 points.

No. 51 - December 1, 1984. The Denver Bears are sold to the Dikeou brothers - John, George,
and Deno - by longtime owners Gerald and Allan Phipps for an estimated $2.5 million. The team
will begin play the next season under a new name — the Denver Zephyrs. John Dikeou was an
original - and influential - member of the Metro Sports Committee, and the Dikeou’s purchase of
the Bears began a seven-year pursuit to land major league baseball in Denver. The brothers
had attended major league baseball’'s summer meetings in Philadelphia to plant seeds for
Denver with the expansion committee. (The team would move to New Orleans after the 1992
season once the Colorado Rockies were set to begin play in 1993.)

No. 52 - July 7, 1998. Coors Field hosted Denver’s first major league All-Star game, and
with 51,267 in attendance, the scoring-fest transpired as predicted, with the American
League outslugging the National League, 13-8. Alex Rodriguez and Roberto Alomar hit home
runs for the AL, with Barry Bonds knocking one out for the NL. Trailing 2-0 after three
innings, the AL scored at least one run in every remaining frame, including four in the fourth
and three in the ninth to seal the win. Baltimore’s Alomar was the MVP, as he was 3-for-4
with a home run, two runs scored, an RBI, and a stolen base.

LIPS T TV

No. 53 - August 23, 2001. In one of the most impressive debuts in major league history, Colorado
pitcher Jason Jennings pitched a complete game, 10-0 shutout of the New York Mets at Shea
Stadium. He allowed five hits and struck out eight; at the plate, he went 3-for-5 with two runs
batted in while capping the scoring with a home run hit deep to right field in the top of the 9th.
Jennings would spend six seasons with the Rockies, compiling a 58-56 record before finishing his
career with Houston for one season and Texas for two.
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No. 54 - March 7, 1954. The University of Denver won the inaugural NCAA Ski Championship, held
over three days in Reno, Neuv. In the final competition of the event, DU’s Billy Olson and John Cress
finished one-two in the jumping, enabling the Pioneers to pull away from the pack with 384 points.
Seattle University was next (349.6), followed by Colorado (348.6), Idaho (348.5), and Wyoming
(347.8) in the hotly contested battle for second. Coach Willy Schaeffler's DU teams would win the first
four titles (and 13 of the first 17, finishing second in the four it did not win). Overall, through 2026, DU
has won the most ski titles (24), with Colorado second (20).

No. 55 - September 21, 1957. In just its third year competing in triple-A baseball, Denver
won its first American Association title with a 14-3 win over St. Paul, as the Bears bested
the Saints four games to two. Denver finished second in the regular season with a 90-64
record, three games back of Wichita, and then swept Minneapolis in four games to reach
the championship series. In the title-clincher in Denver, Marv Throneberry led the attack
with two home runs and four driven in, while Zack Monroe pitched a complete game 9-
hitter. With the win, Denver advanced to the Little World Series against International
League champion Buffalo. The Bears, the AAA affiliate of the New York Yankees, were
managed by future N.Y. manager Ralph Houk.

No. 56 - September 30, 1983. The inaugural “Denver Dream” old-timers game was played
before 56,818 fans at Mile High Stadium; the Barry Fey-produced exhibition drew over 40
prominent former major leaguers to town to play and participate in a home run-hitting contest
(won by Harmon Killebrew). The American League bested the National League, 17-10, with
Baltimore Orioles third-base legend Brooks Robinson leading the way, going 3-for-5 with a
home run and five runs batted in. Others who appeared in the game included Hank Aaron,
Ernie Banks, Bob Feller, Whitey Ford, Willie Mays, Tony Oliva, Warren Spahn, and former §
Denver Bear, Marv Throneberry, with Joe DiMaggio and Leo Durocher on hand to sign star gazing
autographs. B

No. 57 - November 4, 1989. “Things Have Changed” remained lit on the Folsom Field scoreboard
through the weekend after No. 2 Colorado defeated No. 3 Nebraska, 27-21, paving the way for CU’s
first Big Eight title since 1976 and the Orange Bowl berth that went with it. The Huskers scored a
touchdown on their first play, the only lead they would have had all afternoon; the Buffs tied it on one
of the most memorable plays in school history, a 70-yard touchdown where Darian Hagan ran for the
first 40 and then pitched it to J.J. Flannigan for the remainder.

No. 58 March 20 2012. The Broncos dipped into the free agent market and landed four-time league
MVP Peyton Manning. He missed the entire 2011 season with a neck injury after he started 208
straight games with Indianapolis to begin his career. Manning would lead Denver to a 13-3 record,
passing for 4,659 yards and 37 touchdowns in completing a career-best 68.6 percent of his passes.

No. 59 - March 26, 2014. The Regis Jesuit girls’ basketball team was ranked No. 3 in the nation
in the final polls by both USA Today and MaxPreps. Coach Carl Mattei’s team was the highest-
ranked team in state history, topping the No. 8 ranking ThunderRidge achieved in 2005. The
Rangers finished 26-2 (both losses to out-of-state teams), won their second straight 5A state title,
won their games by an average score of 70-38, defeated No. 1 Riverdale Baptist 61-48, and were
the first prep team in the country to have two Gatorade Players of the Year in Diani Akigbogun
and Justine Hall. Unfortunately, Regis, one of four teams invited to battle for the National
Champlonshlp at Madison Square Garden, was denied the opportunity by the CHSAA (which later changed its rules).

No. 60 - March 20, 1937. The Denver Safeway's defeated the top-ranked Phillips Oilers from
Bartlesville, Okla., 43-38, to win their first National AAU basketball title. The 6,500-plus in
attendance at the downtown Auditorium Arena witnessed Denver break a 37-all tie with seven
minutes remaining and never trail again: after a free throw from Jack McCracken and a Ter
Colvin tip-in of a missed shot — he was fouled, made the free throw for a 41-37 lead and the
Safeways went on to win (and again in 39 and '42). The tournament had moved to Denver from
Kansas City three years earlier. Later in the year, the inventor of basketball, Dr. James A.
Naismith, visited Denver and saw the Safeways deal Oklahoma City a 55-34 drubbing in AAU play. Naismith, 76, said
afterward, “I think that is the greatest team I've ever seen.”

They're the Best—A. A, U. Bashthall All-Stars
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No. 61 - December 13, 1969. Though the credit for integration for Alabama and the
SEC always falls to USC after it blew out the Crimson Tide, 42-21, in 1970, Bear
Bryant got a taste of an integrated team in the '69 Liberty Bowl. CU walloped
Alabama, 47-33, with several black players, including a team captain, Bill Collins. In
a tasteless move, Alabama sent over 40 players out for the coin toss. Not to be
intimidated, the two other tri-captains, Bobby Anderson and Mike Pruett, stopped a
few yards short and let Collins take the last few steps to midfield. Racist ‘Bama fans
\ were yelling the “N” word at CU all game long, prompting the normally reserved Bill
Brundige to explode at halftime, screaming in the locker room, “Did you hear what they are calling our Black brothers?”
But in the end, Colorado scored 16 fourth-quarter points, Brundige had five of CU’s eight quarterback sacks, Collins was
in on 14 tackles, and Eddie Crowder’s Buffs got the best of the Bryant and the Tide.

No. 62 - January 23, 2024. The second Colorado Rockies got the call, as Todd Helton learned he
would join Larry Walker in the Baseball Hall of Fame. Helton played all 17 of his major league seasons
in Denver, finishing with a career batting average of .316 with 369 home runs and 1,335 runs batted
in; he also belted 592 doubles and owned a career fielding percentage of .996, winning three Gold
Glove awards. Through 2025, only 193 players in MLB history who played 10 or more seasons spent
their entire career with one team; Helton is tied for 41st on that list with his 17 years as a Rockies
player.

No. 63 - March 7, 2025. In Denver’s 149-141 overtime win over Phoenix at Ball Arena,
Nikola Jokic recorded the first-ever “30-20-20” triple-double in NBA history: 31 points,
21 rebounds and 22 assists — and in fact, it was just the third-ever 20-20-20 game,
3 previously done by Wilt Chamberlain and Russell Westbrook (and was actually the first
ﬁ 24-18-18 game and only the eighth-ever 20-15-15 game, Jokic’s second of his career;
&V his first was against Sacramento six weeks earlier). Also, the 22 assists were an NBA
ﬁ& record for a center.

No. 64 - April 9, 2005. The University of Denver claimed its seventh NCAA hockey title with a 4-1
win over North Dakota; the Pioneers had advanced to the final after defeating rival Colorado
College, 6-2, two days earlier. DU’s George Gwozdecky was named the national coach of the
year for leading DU to back-to-back titles after not claiming one since 1969. It was the third time
the Pioneers were crowned back-to-back champions, having done so in 1960-1961 and 1968-1969,
and just the fourth repeat titlist in the NCAA's 58-year history.

No. 65 - November 6, 1937. CU All-American Byron White single-handedly "
beats Utah at Salt Lake City, 17-7, in one of his greatest games ever. He returned a punt 95 yards,
scored another touchdown on a 57-yard sprint, kicked a 15-yard field goal, and kicked both extra
points in accounting for all of CU’s points; the previous year in Boulder, he scored 25 of CU’s points
in a 31-7 win over Utah. The win prevented Utah from tying CU for the league title and vaulted CU
into the Associated Press Top 20 for the first time at No. 16.

No. 66 - August 14, 1948. A record Western League crowd of 10,884 watched Denver defeated 4}/ g
Sioux City, 9-5, in the inaugural game in Bears Stadium, which was readied for play just days ’

before. Willie Skeen went 3-for-5 with two doubles and a triple, driving in three runs to pace the T
Bears. With lights installed from the get-go, the inaugural game was played under the lights. The
next day, in the second game of a doubleheader, Sioux City center fielder Billy Pavlick hit the
park’s first home run. On Sept. 3, in a 5-0 loss to Des Moines, a new attendance record was set -
12,752. Upgraded throughout its 62-year history, the stadium was renamed Mile High Stadium in
1968.

Colorado Bringing Back No. 67 - March 15, 1940. CU returned to the NIT for the second time in
Trophy FromNew York:  three years, but this time won the trophy with a 51-40 win over Duquesne. CU’s Bob Doll
Beats Duquesne 51to40 a5 named the tournament’s most valuable player, as he led all scorers with 31 points. The

Wina » lual er Award; Tamin; . e . . .
?m?;::'ﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁ%,i""':ﬂ Buffaloes defeated DePaul in the semifinal two nights earlier, 52-37, to force a rematch with

the Dukes, who beat CU at home, 47-45, two months earlier and advanced to the final by
beating Oklahoma. Coach Frosty Cox was inducted into the Colorado Sports Hall of Fame in 2014.
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No. 68 - February 14, 1950. Dubbed Denver’s “Queen of the Fairways,” Babe Zaharias was
named the Greatest Female Athlete of the first half of the 20th century by the Associated
Press. Living in the Denver area in the 1940s and spending time at the Zaharias farm in
Pueblo, she was cited for prowess in both track & field and golf. While living in Colorado,
she won 17 straight golf tournaments - including the U.S. Women’s Amateur and the Ladies’ =

British Open Amateur (on June 24 at Cherry Hills Country Club, she won what was considered a major at the tlme
the Women’s Western Open for the fourth time).

No. 69 - March 13, 1969. In the only postseason match-up of two Colorado Division |
basketball programs, Colorado State defeated No. 18 Colorado, 64-56, in the NCAA Midwest
Regional in Manhattan, Kan. The Rams, who earned an at-large entry, had four players in
double figures, led by CIiff Shegogg with 20, while CIiff Meely scored 32 points for CU, the Big
i " .| Eight Conference champion, but had little support otherwise. Two days later, in the Elite Eight,
¥ m .. the Rams lost to Drake, 84-77.

nwdx Fics Passes Off

No. 70 - October 6, 1968. After Steve Tensi was injured early on and other quarterbacks
were sidelined, the Broncos turned to Marlin Briscoe to start in the fourth game of the
season against the expansion Cincinnati Bengals at Bears Stadium. Briscoe, a rookie from
Omaha University, was selected by Denver in the 14th round of the '68 AFL-NFL Draft. He
became the first African-American to start a game at quarterback in professional football,
whether in the AFL or the NFL. It was a defensive battle, and Tensi wound up coming off
the bench to throw a 4-yard touchdown pass to Mike Haffner late in the game to rally Denver to a 10-7 win.

No. 71 - October 15, 1984. In one of the more memorable Monday Night Football games - the 200th
televised by ABC - Denver defeated Green Bay in blizzard conditions at Mile High Stadium. The
Packers fumbled on their first two plays, Steve Foley recovering the first and returning it 22 yards for
a touchdown, with Louis Wright doing the same from 27 yards to give the Broncos a 14-0 lead 37
seconds into the game. Denver held on to win, 17-14, as a 30-yard second-quarter field goal by the
bare-footed Rich Karlis was the difference for the 62,546 that braved the elements to attend in person.
Foley (2026) and Wright (1992) are Colorado Sports Hall of Fame inductees as well as in the Broncos

2 X

Ring of Fame.

No. 72 - November 19, 1994. Less than two years after hiring Sonny Lubick as the head football
coach on December 21, 1992, Colorado State earned its first Western Athletic Conference win
since joining the league in 1968 with a 44-42 win at Fresno State. The Bulldogs led 24-3 in the
second quarter, but three touchdown runs by E.J. Watson pulled CSU even in the third quarter.
A 30-yard blocked punt return for a score by Raymond Jackson put the Rams ahead at 31-27,
followed by an Antoney Hill to Paul Turner connection on a 78-yard TD pass. The No. 10 Rams
improved to 10-1 with the win and are 7-1 in WAC play. CSU’s first league title since 1955
(Skyline) secured a Holiday Bowl berth opposite Michigan. Lubick was inducted into the Colorado
Sports Hall of Fame in 2009.

Rams get a Holiday

No. 73 - May 31-June 1, 1974. In the NCAA baseball District 7 playoffs in Greeley, Northern Colorado swept
the series against No. 1-ranked Arizona, defeating the Wildcats 6-5 in the first game and 6-2 in the second
to earn a trip to the College World Series. The Bears, who swept Gonzaga to reach the finals, improved to
31-11 on the season and ended Arizona's season with a 58-6 record in one of the all-time upsets in NCAA
history. Rick Thoren (7-1) scattered five hits, and UNC broke a 2-2 tie with two runs in both the sixth and
seventh innings in the series finale for Coach Tom Petroff, a 2002 Colorado Sports Hall of Fame inductee.

No. 74 - June 9, 2018. CU women’s basketball coach Ceal Barry was inducted
into the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame. In 22 seasons coaching the Buffaloes, she compiled a
427-242 record, leading CU to four conference titles, 12 total NCAA tournament berths, with six
NCAA Sweet 16’s and three Elite Eighths. Hired on April 12, 1983, to replace Sox Walseth, Barry
coached her last game at CU on March 2, 2005. She was inducted into the Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame in 2006.
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No. 75 - October 29, 1922. In what was billed at the time as “the biggest thing in the history of Denver
baseball,” Babe Ruth came to Denver (with fellow New York Yankee Bob Meusel) to play in an exhibition
at Merchants Park. Ruth played on Carl Milliken’s “Whiz-Bangs” while Meusel suited up for the Denver
Bears. Ruth went 5-for-5 with two home runs, a double, two singles, and a stolen base, leading the Whiz-
Bangs to a 9-6 win (Meusel was 2-for-4 with two singles). Prior to the game, Ruth and state golf champion
Larry Bromfield attempted to break the world record for driving a golf ball (350 yards), but cold
temperatures (in the 40’s) prevented a new record.

No. 76, September 9, 1960. A 59-yard pass play from 1983 Colorado Sports Hall of Fame
inductee Frank Tripucka to Al Carmichael and a 76-yard punt return by Gene Mingo gave the
underdog Denver Broncos a 13-10 win over the Boston Patriots as the American Football League
ushered in its initial season before 21,597 fans at Boston University Field. In the preseason, the
Broncos lost 43-6 to the Patriots. Mingo, a 2014 Bronco Ring of Fame inductee, also became the
first Black placekicker in professional football during this game.

DOG nlltmﬁ No. 77, July 11, 1949. The grand opening of the Mile High Kennel Club took place, officially bringing

) greyhound dog racing to the Denver metro area. Built on property in Adams County, the grandstand seated
F?' # 3,800 people. That same year, the Rocky Mountain Kennel Club in Colorado Springs (July 1) and the Pueblo
ke Kennel Club (Aug. 1) also began operations, with two others emerging in later years (Cloverleaf in Loveland,
Interstate in Byers). Dog racing would cease in 2008 and eventually be officially outlawed in the state in
2014.

OFFILIAL Flﬂlill‘llll
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No. 78, June 21, 1975. The first Red Zinger Bicycle Classic, sponsored by Boulder’s Celestial
Seasonings (and later the Coors Brewing Company in 1979), is run for the first time. The race
attracted the top cyclists in the world; three-time Olympians John Howard and Hannah North
won the first men’s and women’s titles. In later years, Tour de France champions Greg LeMond
(1981, 1985) and Bernard Hinault (1986) won Coors men'’ titles; Connie Carpenter (1995
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame inductee), a 1984 Olympic gold medalist, won three Zinger/Coors
crowns (1977, 1981, 1982), with her husband, Davis Phinney (2006 Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame inductee), winning the last men’s title in 1988 before the race went defunct. At its peak, it
was the fourth-largest race in the world.

No. 79, March 26, 1949. The Regis Rangers won the inaugural National Catholic Invitational
Basketball (NCIB) tournament in its only appearance, defeating St. Francis, N.Y., 51-47. Held in
Denver, Regis defeated lona (63-51), St. Francis, Pa. (66-49), and Loyola, Md. (67-60) to reach
the championship game. Coached by 1997 Colorado Sports Hall of Fame inductee Larry Varnell,
Regis finished with a 34-3 record; the tournament went defunct after 1952. The first NCAA
championships in any sport were held in the state when Colorado A&M hosted the 19th NCAA
Wrestling Championships in its South College Gymnasium. Oklahoma A&M won its 16th wrestling
title; the host Aggies finished 10th. A&M also hosted the 1952 event - CU tied for sixth.

No. 80, December 9, 1979. Bruce Ford (1996 Colorado Sports Hall of Fame inductee), from
Kersey, won his first of five world titles in rodeo bareback riding. He went on to capture the titles
in 1980, 1982, 1983, and 1987. During his career, he shattered or tied every bareback riding
record: all-time bareback earnings; most NFR bareback qualifications (18); and tied for the most
world bareback champion titles with five. In 1982, he became the first cowboy to win more than " 3
$100,000 in a single event in one year and had over $1 million in career earnings. s’ O mﬂmm

No. 81 - May 28, 1979. The first BolderBOULDER is held, starting and ending on the streets
of Boulder. The co-creation of Bank of Boulder president Steve Bosley and Olympic medalist
Frank Shorter, the inaugural race had 2,200 finishers. In 1981, in cooperation with the
University of Colorado, the race’s finish was moved to Folsom Field, with Olympic medalist
Frank Shorter the winner, and in the years since, has annually drawn anywhere from 40-
50,000 runners (over 1.5 million finishers through 2025); the event is the third largest 10k race
in the nation and ends with the country’s largest Memorial Day celebration.
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No. 82 - November 21, 2010. The Colorado Rapids claim their first (and only to date) Major
League Soccer Cup title, defeating FC Dallas 2-1 in extra time in Toronto. Forward
Macoumba Kandi’s shot was deflected by a Dallas defender and scored as an “own goal.”
The Rapids finished 12-8-10 for fifth place in the more competitive Western Conference but
were actually seeded third in the playoffs in the East; they defeated Columbus and San Jose
to reach the final.

No. 83 - August 14, 1986. The first regular PGA Tour stop in the state since the Denver Open
(1947-63), debuted in Castle Rock, as Denver oilman Jack Vickers created “The International at
Castle Pines,” which featured the unique Stableford scoring format. Ken Green won the inaugural
event over Bernhard Langer, but not all players liked the format; Jack Nicklaus for one, thought it
was “stupid and silly,” and he was good friends with Vickers.

No. 84 - March 25, 2000. The Metro State Roadrunners dealt favorite Kentucky — E==iA UL EE UL ERT ol RS
Wesleyan a 97-79 setback to claim the NCAA Division Il men’s basketball y i p{ﬁqzszﬂﬂ I
championship, avenging a loss to the them in the '99 finals. All-American and ; b3 Wy
tournament MVP DeMarcos Anzures led the way with 32 points and Mike -
Dunlap was honored as the NABC National Coach of the Year as Metro finished
with a 33-4 record. (Anzures was the first Division Il state collegiate to earn first-
team AII American honors). .

No. 85 - March 26, 2026. The Colorado Mesa women’s basketball team just mlssed advancmg to
the Division Il title game, falling to Indiana (Pa.) University, 75-70. The Mavericks fell behind 12-0,
but rallied to tie the game at 23-all before trailing 36-29 at the half; CMU never got closer than four
the rest of the way. Olivia Reed Thyne led Mesa with 34 points, 14 rebounds and three blocked
shots as the Mavericks finished the season with a 37-2 record, having won 34 in a row — the longest
in state history — prior to the semifinal loss. The 37 wins are also the most-ever in the state by a
college team — men or women.

No. 86 - October 25, 1986. Colorado’s 20-10 win over No. 3 Nebraska in Boulder that sunny
afternoon became known as “The Turning Point” in the 13-year Bill McCartney coaching era.
Not only was it CU’s first win over the Huskers since 1967, but it was also the highest-ranked
opponent the Buffaloes had defeated in 14 years. The Buff defense shone, holding Nebraska
to 123 yards rushing; the Huskers finished second in the nation that year with 306 per game. Ll
The fourth quarter opened with a 52-yard touchdown pass on a halfback option, O.C. Oliver idatte . »
to Lance Carl, giving CU a two-score lead at 17-7. T T T I

e No. 87 - March 28, 2026. Before a National Women’s Soccer League record crowd, the Denver Summit
K)‘;M:m,.w mpm [ C played its first home game, dueling to a scoreless tie with the Washington Spirit before 63,004 in

: ; attendance at Empower Field at Mile High. It topped the league-best 40,061 set by Bay FC — also
versus Washington last August. It was the second-largest crowd ever for an inaugural home game by a
state team, behind the 80,227 at the Rockies-Expos opener in 1993.

No. 88 - July 22, 1984. Boulder’s Marianne Martin won the inaugural women’s Tour de France. The
26-year-old University of Colorado graduate, who didn’t make the U.S. Olympic Cycling team,
completed the 616-mile, 18-stage course in 29 hours, 39 minutes, and 2 seconds, besting Helen
Hage of the Netherlands by three minutes and 17 seconds. Crowned champion in Paris, over two
million people lined the course for the final stage.

No. 89 - September 27, 1970. The Denver Broncos played their first home

game after the AFL-NFL merger, defeating the Pittsburgh Steelers, 16-13. The game was played
before a sellout crowd of 50,705, starting a professional sports record sellout streak that has
reached 464 at the end of the 2025 season - 440 regular season games and 24 playoff; the streak
was not paused during the 2020 season when the COVID-19 pandemic limited Attendance - the
maximum people allowed in continued the streak.

No. 90, January 27, 1996. Colorado Springs resident Judy Bell was named president of the United States Golf
Association (USGA), elected to a two-year term (1996-97). A member of the World Golf and Colorado Golf
Halls of Fame, she was the first woman to serve as president of the organization since its founding in 1894;
she had previously served as vice president.
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No. 91 - October 19, 1968. University of Colorado track All-American and graduate Bill Toomey won
the gold medal in the decathlon at the Mexico City Summer Olympic Games. He won three of the 10
events, the 100-meter run, the long jump, and the 400-meter run, for which he set a world decathlon
record. He racked up an Olympic record 8,193 total points, winning by 82 over East Germany’s Hans-
Joachim Walde in the 33-man field. Toomey won 23 of the 38 decathlons he competed in, including
the ’67 Pan American Games leading up to the Olympics, and held the world record for the most points
in a decathlon for nearly three years. He was inducted into the CSHOF in 1971.

No. 92 - July 21, 1952. Denver native and East High School and University of Denver graduate Jerome Biffle
won the gold medal in the broad (long) jump at the Summer Olympics in Helsinki, Finland. In claiming the gold
with a jump of 7.57 meters (24-feet, 10.03 inches), the 23-year-old was the city of Denver’s first Olympic gold
medal winner and second medalist. He beat Cornell graduate Meredith Gourdine, who earlier had beaten him in
the Olympic Trials, for the gold by an inch-and-a-half.

Wildeots Accept Bell

No. 93 - November 24, 1892. One of the state’s oldest high school football rivalries was born on Thanksgiving
Day when Pueblo Central defeated Pueblo Centennial, 4-0 (touchdowns were worth four points at the time; the
conversion was missed). Cited previously as one of the greatest moments in Pueblo sports history, the
touchdown was scored by Marvin, his first name unknown. They have played 125 times overall, the most of
any high school rivalry in the state, and along the way, the game became known as the Bell game,” the 75th of
which was played last September. Central leads the series 63-53, with 9 ties.

No. 94 - May 31, 1948. A native of Denver, 37-year-old Johnny Mauro became the first Coloradan to
race in the Indianapolis 500. He started 27th with his Alfa Romeo chassis and engine and completed 198
laps before being flagged, finishing eighth. His average speed was 121.79 miles per hour. Mauro raced
in Indy cars for Ferrari in the 1940s and 1950s — his family owned several car dealerships and was the
only Ferrari importer in Denver for many years. He passed away due to a car accident in 2003 at the age
of 92.

No. 95 - May 1898. Town and Gown Golf Club opened in Colorado Springs; to this day, it is one of the oldest
continuously operated 18-hole public golf courses west of the Mississippi (the third-oldest overall). The course
was purchased by William Jewett in 1910 and renamed the Colorado Springs Golf Club. On June 25, 1919, it
was renamed in honor of his wife, Patty Jewett, after he deeded the property to the city for $1.

No. 96 - December 6, 2025. Cherry Creek sprinted to a 28-0 lead and went on to defeat Ralston Valley,
56-28, giving head coach Dave Logan his 13th state championship, his sixth with the Bruins. The only
coach to win titles at four different schools (no one else has more than two), he moved into a tie for the
29th-most nationally. He added to his winningest total in the state of Colorado, as earlier in the decade,
he passed Limon’s Floyd Gaskill, who won 10. Logan’s 355 wins are second all-time in the state, as is | | .
his .833 winning percentage through the 2025 season. et}

No. 97 - January 30, 2025. The National Women’s Soccer League (NWSL) awarded an
expansion franchise to Denver, the league’s 16th, which would begin play in 2026. The
expansion fee was $110 million, and the team was officially named “Denver Summit FC.”
It made its debut on March 14, 2026, losing 2-1 to Bay FC at PayPal Park in San Jose.
Melissa Kossler scored the first goal in franchise history in the 20th minute that tied the
game at 1-1.

No. 98 - October 29, 1930. Ken Pearson scored a national high school record that still stands

- 12 rushing touchdowns in Hugo’s 176-6 win over Vona at home. The 12 TD’s remain a state
record and tied for the second-most in the history of schoolboy football nationally. The 182

combined points were the most in a Colorado prep game at the time and, almost a century  26. Ken Pearson, Huge (Colo.)
later, are still second; the margin of victory is still first. Hugo scored over 100 points two other  Date: Oct. 29, 123C

times that season (106-0 over Flagler, 104-0 versus Burlington). Pearson died in 2008 at the  ggat Line: 12 touchdowns.

age of 96.
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No. 99 - December 14, 1975. Floyd Little capped his nine-year professional career by
leading Denver to a 25-10 win over Philadelphia in his final home game. After the Eagles
tied the game at 10-10 in the third quarter, he scored what proved to be the winning points
with a 66-yard touchdown reception on a screen pass from Steve Ramsey. He then scored
the final points of the game on a 2-yard TD run with 1:57 to play, finishing the game with 56
yards on 19 carries and five receptions for 94 yards. Fans, who braved the 15-degree
temperatures to watch the NFL's seventh all-time leading rusher in his final home
. appearance, gave him standing ovations every time he left the field and carried him off as
he blew kisses to the spectators in Mile High Stadium’s fabled South Stands.
No. 100 - August 22, 1948. Ben Hogan won the Denver Open at Wellshire Golf Course, defeating Fred
Haas, Jr., by one stroke; his 18-under par 270 scorecard earned him $2,150. It was his sixth straight win
on the PGA Tour, the second-longest streak at the time and still tied for the third-longest to this day (and  irulbotiric
not matched until 2000 by Tiger Woods). Wellshire opened in August 1926 and will celebrate its 100th §. , Open ., 4
anniversary this summer. Its history includes the longest active continuous tournament in Colorado (the g Y
Wellshire 4-ball), Arnold Palmer finishing third in the '58 Denver Open, two years before returning to the
state to win the U.S. Open, and Bill Wright winning the '59 Public Links title, the first African American to
win a major golf tournament.

No. 101 - November 29, 1954. After weeks of speculation and negotiation, Bob Howsam
purchased the defunct Kansas City franchise (for $75,000), which elevated Denver to the American
Association and triple-A baseball, while the New York Yankees remained the parent club of the
franchise in its move to Denver. The banner headline on the Denver Post’s sports page screamed in
all caps: DENVER GETS TRIPLE Al

No. 102 - September 19, 1959. The U.S. Amateur was held for the first time in
the state, with 19-year-old Ohio State University junior Jack Nicklaus emerging as the winner on the
Broadmoor East Course, defeating Charlie Coe, 1-up. It was the first USGA championship of his
career.

No. 103 - April 10, 2004. The Denver Pioneers won their sixth NCAA
hockey title - their first in 35 years - with a 1-0 win over the University of Maine in Boston.
Gabe Gauthier took a pass from Connor James and scored on a power play for the game’s
only goal at the 12:26 mark of the first period; Adam Berkhoel stopped 24 Black Bear shots
on goal to earn the shutout, including two in the final 90 seconds when Maine had a rare 6-
on-3 man advantage.

No. 104 - October 5, 1976. Hockey was back, but in the NHL for the first time ever - the
Kansas City Scouts had relocated to Denver as the Colorado Rockies. They won their first
game, defeating the Toronto Maple Leafs, 4-2, before a sparse crowd of 7,359 at McNichols
Sports Arena. Rookie Larry Skinner scored the first Colorado goal, which was assisted by
Chuck Arnason and Wilf Paiement (who had a goal and two assists), with two Colorado
goalies combining to stop 39 of 41 shots.

No. 105 - May 24, 1959. The driving force behind Grand Junction's landing the Junior College World
Series was Sam Suplizio, who settled there after his professional playing days. The inaugural event
the year before was held in Miami, but the former major leaguer sold the Baseball Congress on
relocating the tournament to Grand Junction in 1959, where it has been held ever since, and played
on the field that has been named in his honor. Paris (Texas) Junior College won the first one held in
Grand Junction, besting Northeastern Oklahoma in the title game, 14-4.

=% No. 106 - January 1, 1959. The Air Force Academy, the football
program in just its fourth year of existence and ranked No. 6, earned its first New Year’s
Day Bowl berth, opposite No. 10 TCU in the Cotton Bowl. On a cool, 48-degree day in
Dallas, the teams battled to a scoreless tie, combined for just 458 yards of offense, and
fumbled the ball 13 times, turning it over 8 times. AFA, in its first season under coach Ben
Martin, finished 9-0-2 and was undefeated against state schools (CU, CSU, and DU).
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No. 107 - March 18, 1950. Colorado College won the state’s first NCAA championship,
played in Colorado Springs, as the Tigers’ men’s hockey team defeated Boston University,
13-4. Chris Ray had four goals and two assists, with Tony Frasca scoring twice and aiding on
two others as CC poured it on in the third period, scoring 10 goals. Coach Cheddy
Thompson’s team defeated Boston College, 10-3, in the semifinals. Colorado Sports Hall of
Famer Andy Gambucci was a member of that team. CC posted an 18-5-1 record, scored 190
goals, including 10 or more on nine occasions. The 13 goals remain the most in a
championship game, matched by CC in 1957.

No. 108 - March 3, 1999. Peter Forsberg led the largest comeback in Avalanche history,
scoring three goals with three assists for six points in Colorado’s 7-5 win in Miami. With the
Panthers ahead 5-0, Forsberg got the Avs on the board at the 18:11 mark of the second
period; Colorado then exploded for a team-record tying six goals in the third period, with
Forsberg scoring the third and final goals, with the other four put in the net by four different
players. The six points by Forsberg tied the Avalanche single-game record set by Joe Sakic
in 1996.

No. 109 - March 4, 1989. Heading into the final day of the regular season, Colorado State
was 11-4 in Western Athletic Conference play, tied atop the standings with New Mexico and
one game up on Texas-El Paso. Coach Boyd Grant, wanting to ease the tension among the
team, took the Rams to a movie on Friday Night: Lean on Me. Pat Durham scored 31 points
to lead CSU to an 89-72 win, though BYU led 40-38 at the half; the Rams shot 78 percent
from the field in the second half (14-0f-18, including six threes) to pull away for a decisive
win. Later that day, New Mexico was upset at home by Hawai’i (71-70), CSU was alone in
first and won its first conference title since the Mountain States in 1954.

No. 110 - August 25, 1944. One of the top athletes from northwest Colorado, Lewis “Dude” Dent, was
gunned down by Nazi forces near Troyes, France in World War Il. He earned eight letters combined in
football, basketball, and track at Craig High School and earned a football scholarship to Colorado A&M,
where he earned all-conference honors and the Mountain States Conference “best all-around athlete”
honor in 1943. Four credits shy of earning his degree in mechanical engineering, he was called up to
fulfill his officer commission. He was awarded the Silver Star posthumously for gallantry in action against
an enemy of the United States.

No. 111 - December 13, 1983. The wildest - and highest scoring - game in NBA history took
place at McNichols Sports Arena in Denver: 370 total points were scored in a three-overtime
thriller. The visiting Detroit Pistons left town with an 186-184 victory. It was tied at 74 at
halftime and 145-all at the end of regulation. At another time, while the Nuggets and Pistons
combined to take 251 shots, each team was just 1-of-2 from 3-point range; thus, 140 of the

— = = 142 field goals were traditional two-point baskets. Six players scored 28 or more points -
four over 40 W|th Denver s Kiki Vandeweghe leading all scorers with 51, with Alex English adding 47 and Dan Issel 28.

No. 112 - April 5, 1924. Tiny Windsor High School, the two-time state champ from the
town with the same name northeast of Loveland and a population of 1,290, won the National
Interscholastic Basketball Championship in Chicago, defeating Yankton, S.D., 25-6. The
event started with 40 teams, and in the end, the Bulldogs beat four other state champions
and won five games in all, leaving them the only undefeated team standing. Arthur Law led
the way in the title game with 12 points. The school changed its nickname to Wizards
following the win after being referred to as such in media accounts.

No. 113 - July 29, 1984. Boulder’s Connie Carpenter-Phinney became the first American
woman to win the gold medal in Olympic road cycling, winning the 79-kilometer race at the Los
Angeles Summer Games. Neck-and-neck with fellow American Rebecca Twigg, the two
accelerated into a frantic sprint over the last 50 meters, with Carpenter winning by all of two
inches to claim the gold. It would be 40 years before the next American woman won gold. Her
husband, Davis Phinney, won a bronze medal in cycling in the same L.A. games.
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No. 114 - March 18, 1961. In Hutchinson, Kan., Pueblo Junior College won the National Junior
College Athletic Association’s (NJCAA) basketball title, completing a four-game tourney sweep by
defeating Tyler (Texas), 79-66. Bob Warlick, named the tournament’s MVP, led the Indians in the
tournament, scoring 86 points; he had 26 in the title game. The team was coached by the late
Harry Simmons, a 1982 inductee into the Colorado Sports Hall of Fame.

No. 115 - April 15, 2019. Three days after Cale Makar was named winner of the Hobey Baker
Award as the top collegian and two days after his UMass Minutemen lost to Minnesota in a Frozen
Four semifinal, Makar made his professional debut in game three of the first round of the Stanley
STONE  Cup playoffs. The first (and to date only) defenseman in NHL history to make his debut in the

; playoffs and score a goal in his very first game - and on his very first shot-on-goal - in Colorado’s
6-2 win over the Calgary Flames.

- No. 116 - October 6, 1990. Not exactly the greatest moment, but certainly a memorable one
since it has occurred three times in history: CU’s 33-31 win at Missouri made major headlines.
Trailing 31-27, the Buffs had a first-and-goal at the Mizzou 3. The chain crew failed to move the
down marker from second to third. Mizzou’s Omni-Turf was also in terrible condition, and the
right shoe was needed to avoid slipping; MU never informed CU of that fact, and coaches
documented 92 slips and falls by Buff players — 16 of which were shown on ESPN’s GameDay
the next Saturday. But Fifth Down was the bigger controversy.

No. 117 - February 1, 1965. Until Gerald H. and Allan R. Phipps purchased undisputed control
of the Denver Broncos for $1.5 million on February 14, 1965, to increase their ownership of the
team to 94 percent by gaining 52 percent with the immediate cash payment, the voting trust
headed by spokesman and team president Calvin Kunz was seriously flirting with selling the
team to the Atlanta-based Cox Broadcasting Company. Kunz and the trust had an offer from
them of slightly over $4 million to purchase all of the stock, until the Phipps brothers and their
firm, Empire Sports Inc., took full control of the franchise and saved pro football in Denver (they
purchased the Denver Bears the same day).

No. 118 - November 30, 1899. The first meeting in the “Border War” took place when Colorado
Agricultural College (Colorado State) and the University of Wyoming met. It was the first game CSU
had ever played outside the state, and it won 12-0 by forfeit after a controversial ending involving the
officials, who were provided by both schools. They have played 117 times, with CSU leading 60-52-5.
The two will be in different conferences for the first time in over a century beginning this fall, but meet
on September 5 in Fort Collins.

No. 119 - October 8, 1911. Voted one of the top 100 minor league teams of all-time in
2001 (No. 22); the Denver Grizzlies of the Class-A Western League finished with a 111-54-3
record. Games were quicker (no radio or television, or lights); Denver won 6-0 at Topeka
that was played in 1 hour and 15 minutes; it had a 13-inning game played at 2:10. Games
were called because of darkness or if one or both teams needed to catch a train to their
next location. A pitcher on that team was named Ed Kinsella - no idea if his name was
utilized in 1989’s Field of Dreams (Kevin Costner played Ray Kinsella, who had a =
dysfunctional relationship with his major league father, John). President Taft witnessed a Grlzzlles home game W|th the
Sioux City on October 3 when the Packers won 13-2.

No. 120 - February 17, 2001. In what many called the biggest prep wrestling upset in state
history, Wasson’s Brett Roller defeated Pomona’s Tom Clum, 13-12, in the Colorado 5A 125-pound
state wrestling championship before over 17,000 in attendance at Pepsi Center. At the time, Clum
was an undefeated, three-time state champion with a 148-0 career record and was seeking to
become the first-ever state champion in Colorado history. Roller earned five points in the final
seconds (two for a takedown, three for back points) to win the match; he finished the season with
a 39-1 record.
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No. 121 - December 8, 1996. The Colorado Xplosion’s Debbie Black became the first woman and
only the fifth professional ever to record a quadruple-double, with 10 points, 14 rebounds, 12
assists, and 10 steals in a 91-75 home win over the Atlanta Glory (40-minute game as compared to
the NBA's 48-minute game). It has occurred only four times officially in the NBA, by Nate Thurmond,
Alvin Robertson, Hakeem Olajuwon, and David Robinson. Black’s is the last quadruple-double in
pro ball; Grambling’s Shakyla Hill had two, one each in 2018 and 2019.

No. 122 - November 30, 1985. In what many consider to be one of the

greatest upsets ever in Colorado high school football, Lakewood, with all of 27 players on its
roster, manhandled heavily favored Cherry Creek, 47-8, in the 4A championship game. It wasn't a
fluke; Lakewood finished 13-1 with the Tigers’ average margin of victory being 22 points. On a
frigid day at CU’s Folsom Field, Lakewood zoomed to a 31-0 halftime lead and never looked back;
the Tigers outgained the Bruins, 401-194 in total offense in what is still one of — if not the — most
lopsided title games in state prep history.

No. 123 - May 3, 1972. The Denver Spurs, regular-season Western Hockey League champions,
won the Lester Patrick Cup by defeating the Portland Buckaroos 6-0 in five games of the
championship series. Denver had swept the San Diego Gulls, four games to none in the
semifinals. Frank Huck, the league MVP, scored 9 goals and added 4 assists in the playoffs;
rookie defenseman Glen Patrick was the first to receive the Patrick Cup, named after his
grandfather. It was the city’s first professional hockey title, some 24 years before the Colorado
Avalanche won the Stanley Cup.

No. 124 - June 11, 1955. In its third appearance in the College World Series, the University of
Northern Colorado recorded the first win by a state college in the event, upsetting top-ranked
Southern California, 2-1. Wayne Coates doubled home, George Sage in the fourth inning, giving
the Bears a 2-0 lead; Sage pitched a complete game and allowed only six hits, striking out three.
UNC would then be eliminated by Wake Forest and Arizona. Northern Colorado has the most
appearances of any state school in the College World Series, as the Bears have won 10 District
VII and/or Regional titles to advance to the Series, the last time in 1974; the Bears are 3-20 in

CWS games.

No. 125 - August 25, 1920. The state’s first Olympian, Denver native and Longmont High
School graduate and 1966 Colorado Sports Hall of Fame inductee Eddie Eagan, won the gold
medal in the light heavyweight competition at the 1920 Summer Olympics in Antwerp, Belgium.
Twelve years later, he made Olympic history that still hasn’t been matched: he became the first
and only athlete to win gold medals in the Summer and Winter Olympics — on February 15,
1932, he was on the U.S. team that won the gold in the four-man bobsled at Lake Placid, N.Y.

No. 127 - KDKA-Radio in Pittsburgh was the first to broadcast sporting events on
radio in 1921, beginning with a prize fight and then expanding into team sports. The “first” sports
broadcast in Colorado was on an experimental station owned by H.H. Buckwalter and located at 713
Lincoln Street. While not a truly complete broadcast in the sense, on February 10, 1922, constant
live updates were provided for CU’s 32-20 win in basketball at DU. On April 15, 1926, the first full
game involving a team from the state was broadcast, as 5,000-watt KOA-Radio, which began
broadcasting in 1924 and was then located at 830 am on the dial, picked up the Denver Bears’
season opener at St. Joseph (Denver lost, 6-2). The first full game originated locally was on
November 25, 1926, once again on KOA, which selected the annual CU-DU Thanksgiving Day clash
at DU Stadium. The station remained off the air from the previous night until the 2 p.m. kickoff —
Denver won the game, 20-9.

No. 128 - May 22, 1914. University of Colorado freshman pitcher Bob McGraw, who prepped at Pueblo
Centennial and a future major leaguer - struck out what remains a state collegiate record 20 batters in the
Silver & Gold’s 7-1 win versus Colorado College in Boulder. In throwing a 2-hitter, McGraw also went 2-for-4
at the plate with a home run. It was the second-most strikeouts at the time in all of college baseball, and the
win also clinched the RMAC title for CU. In 1917, he signed with the Philadelphia Phillies and became the
state’s first player to reach the major leagues. (By the way, CU batters struck out 13 times, for 33 total whiffs
in the game).
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No. 129 - August 1, 1934. The 19th Denver Post Baseball Tournament, later known
as the “Little World Series of the West,” was integrated for the first time. Post sports
editor Poss Parsons wanted the tournament to feature the most competitive teams,
thus he invited Negro League players to participate for the first time, starting with the
Kansas City Monarchs (the Negro League champions) and the Denver White
Elephants. The White Elephants featured the only Colorado-born player in the Negro
League, Theodore “Bubbles” Anderson, a 2025 Colorado Sports Hall of Fame
inductee. The tournament started in 1915 and attracted the top semi-pro teams in
the sport until it was discontinued in the mid-1940s.

CLUBS READY FOR S

ST TOURNEY AUG. 1

HATIONAL LERGUE

No. 130 - January 29, 1906. The recently completed National Western Stock Show was
born from several stock fairs and exhibits, originally called the Western Livestock Show,
and was held in stockyards in North Denver. Three local businessmen were credited for
organizing the initial gathering of no less than six associations: Elias Ammons and
George Ballantine of the Denver Union Stock Yard Company, and Fred P. Johnson
(publisher of the Record-Stockman). When all was said and done, 351 cattle, sheep, and
hogs were shown over the six-day event. One of the actual early precursors to the
National Western was on June 30, 1874 - Denver Blood Stock Association’s Blood Stock
Fair opened, five days of showing thoroughbred cattle divided into five groupings of
purebred cattle: Shorthorns, Herefords, Devons, Jerseys & Ayrshires, and Galloways (a
purse offered $15,000 in prizes).

No. 131 - January 8, 2012. After heavily favored Pittsburgh battled back to force overtime
with the Denver Broncos after tying the game at 23-all in this AFC wild-card contest. Denver
got the ball first at its own 20 to start the extra session, which would last all of 11 seconds.
Tim Tebow threw a play-action pass to 2023 Colorado Sports Hall of Fame inductee
Demaryius Thomas, who caught the ball at the Denver 38 and then outdistanced Steeler
defenders to the end zone for an 80-yard score, a 29-23 Bronco win that culminated in the
quickest ending to an overtime in NFL history.

No. 132 - August 10-12, 1916. The Pikes Peak International Hill Climb is run for the first time.
Originally intended to stimulate tourism in the Colorado Springs and Pikes Peak region, it drew
tremendous crowds from the start. Initially called the Pikes Peak Auto Hill Climb, Rea Lentz in a
Romano Special won the inaugural race that covered 12.42 miles in 20 minutes and 55.6 seconds,
with Floyd Clymer winning the motorcycle class in a time of 21:58.41. Over the years, the legendary
Unser family (Louis, Bobby, Al, Robby, and Al Jr.) won a combined 25 titles racing the course, which
climbs 4,725 feet from 9,390 feet to a summit of 14,115 feet, with 156 turns in between.

No. 133 - March 15, 1999. Playing in her final home (a second- e
round NCAA tournament game), Colorado State senior and 2015 Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame inductee Becky Hammon scored 30 points to lead the Rams to an 86-70
win over Southwest Missouri State to advance to the Sweet 16. Hammon was 6-0f-12
from the field and 16-of-17 from the line and had eight assists. CSU finished the
season 33-3 after dropping the next game to UCLA. She scored 21 points in the 77-
68 loss to the Bruins, finishing as the state’s all-time leading scorer by a woman’s

collegian (2,740 points).

L O LE)

No. 134 - April 15, 1970. Spencer Haywood scored an ABA record 59 points in the
regular season finale, leading the Denver Rockets to a 152-116 win over the Los
Angeles Stars in Denver. He also grabbed 25 rebounds (and had three assists); the
record would stand for two years. The 152 points matched Denver’s most in an ABA
game at that point, first done just a week before (April 8) against the Dallas Chaparrals
in a 152-113 home win. Denver would top 152 points three times in future ABA play, 156
and 153 in overtime games, and in a 155-128 regulation win over Virginia in the league’s
last season, when all 10 players scored in double figures.

15-04-1970
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No. 135 - July 13, 1984. The second “Denver Dream” old-timers baseball game drew 38,899 to
Mile High Stadium, with the highlight being Vice President George H.W. Bush not only in
attendance but also playing in the game. Donning a Denver Bear uniform, he went 1-for-2 from
the plate; he first faced Warren Spahn, popping up to second baseman Milt Pappas (who
intentionally dropped the ball) before singling to center of Pappas his next time up. He also
played a couple of innings at first base, where he robbed Tony Oliva of a single, guarded by
Secret Service agents. The 60-year old Bush was in town for the state’s GOP convention that
weekend. On hand to sign autographs among many Hall-of-Famers were Joe DiMaggio and
Billy Martin.

No. 136 - June 16, 1996 (Father’s Day). 2013 Colorado Sports Hall of Fame
inductee Steve Jones is the second Colorado high school alum (Yuma) and
second Colorado Buffalo to win the U.S. Open, as he turned in a 2-under par
performance (74-66-69-69-278) at Oakland Hills Country Club in Michigan,
defeating Tom Lehman and Davis Love Il by one stroke. The three battled it out
over the back nine, and all were tied at 2-under down the stretch, Love on the
18th green and Jones and Lehman on the 18th tee. Love three-putted, Lehman
hit a bad drive and would bogey. Jones hit his approach to 12 feet and two-putted
for the win. The win wasn'’t a fluke—only 51 subpar rounds were recorded over
the four days, and Jones was the only player with three. In the process, he became the first sectional qualifier to win the
U.S. Open in 20 years and the second Coloradan to attend high school and college in the state to win a U.S. Open, the
other, of course, being Hale Irwin.

No. 137 - February 8, 1994. Though Denver lost to Utah, Nuggets forward Rodney Rogers
accomplished a feat unmatched before or since. He scored nine points in as many seconds on three
3-point field goals. He made the first from the top of the key with 29.4 seconds to play; Robert Pack
stole the ball and fed it to him, and Rogers drilled the second from the same spot with 24.9 seconds
on the clock. He then stole the in-bounds pass himself and strutted to the three-point line on the right
baseline and sank his third three-pointer with 20.9 seconds to go — the crowd at McNichols Sports
Arena went bananas. But Jeff Malone made the game-winner for the Jazz with 12 seconds left for a
96-95 win. Rogers suffered a paralyzing accident in 2008 and passed away this past November at the

age of 54.

No. 139 - Jim: May 10, 1967. In perhaps the greatest single game in state collegiate baseball history,
Air Force senior outfielder John McBroom had a career in the Falcons’ 38-7 win over Colorado College.
He set what still stand as NCAA records as he batted 1.000 — going 9-for-9, the most hits in a single
game and the highest 1.000 average that a player did not make an out. He scored six runs and had 12
runs batted in and 19 total bases (the latter two still AFA marks). He almost hit for the cycle twice — he
hit two home runs, with one triple, three doubles, and four singles. He would go on to become a flight
instructor, among other accomplishments, and retire as a Major General.

No. 138 - February 14-15, 1912. The Winter Sports Club of Hot Sulphur Springs hosted the
state’s first Winter Sports Carnival, which drew 8,000 spectators, including competitors. The
competitions included sledding, skating, cross-country skiing, and jumping. Norwegian
transplant Carl Howelsen, who moved to the state a year earlier, was the star, winning the
jumping event with a 79-foot leap. Hot Sulphur Springs is halfway between Kremmling and
Granby, so it begs the question: in 1912, how did 8,000 people get there, and where did
they stay?

No. 140 - November 1, 1946. Arapahoe Basin is the first ski area after World
War Il to begin operations in the state; it borders the Continental Divide and has a summit
elevation of 13,050 feet, making it one of the highest ski resorts in the world. The original cost
was estimated at $150,000, which included two lifts, a rope tow, and trails; lift tickets for the '46-
'47 ski season were just $1.25. A year later, it added its first chair lift, and attendance soared to
over 12,000 (70,000 by the '61-62 season).
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No. 141 - July 3, 1982. Denver entered the record books again, as the Bears’ annual Fireworks
Night drew a minor-league record 65,666 fans - as announced at the time. The Denver fire
marshal told team officials the crowd had to be capped at that number, but the true attendance
was 73,155 as confirmed years later by business manager Bobby Burris. Omaha spoiled
things with a 7-4 win in a strange game, outhitting the Bears 17-5, with the contest scoreless
through five and then each team scoring in their remaining four frames. In fact, Omaha’s Bill
KeIIy had a no-hitter entering the sixth and had it broken up with a triple by Denver native and Abraham Lincoln High
School grad Nick Capra. 1990 Colorado Sports Hall of Fame inductee Jim Burris was the Chief Executive Officer of the
Denver Bears.

No. 142 - August 5, 1967. The Denver Broncos became the first AFL team to defeat an
NFL team, downing the Detroit Lions, 13-10, at DU Stadium in what some called “The
Little Super Bowl.” The Lions’ Alex Karras stated prior to the game that there was no way
Denver would win, and if it did, he’d walk back to Detroit. Did he? Of course not. Two
weeks later, the Broncos defeated Minnesota 14-3 at DU Stadium. It was the first year the
two leagues played preseason games ahead of the 1970 AFL-NFL merger; of the 15
games that year, the AFL won three, two by the Broncos.

No. 143 - January 5, 1982. Colorado State senior guard Kathy Lightfoot scored 45 points in
a 118-54 win over Southern Colorado in Fort Collins, to date the most points in a single
game by a Division | player in the state. Lightfoot had 21 field goals and made 3-of-4 from
the free-throw line. The state’s collegiate best for women, across all divisions, is a 51-point
effort by the late Carroll Lillie of Southern Colorado (now CSU Pueblo), in an 82-80 overtime
loss to St. Mary’s of the Plains on December 3, 1979.

- PR ) No. 144 - September 4, 2004. At 12:30 p.m. MDT, the -
Altitude Sports & Entertainment Network went on the air, a property of Kroenke Sports A’t't"de
Enterprises (KSE). Over $10 million was spent on building a studio, installing production
equipment, hiring personnel, and marketing the channel. The first program? A 30-minute
special on the making of the network; there were 850,000 to one million subscribers at its snﬂr[s

launch. The first game was supposed to be the Colorado Avalanche’s season opener at
home (on Oct. 1), against San Jose, but the NHL lockout on Sept. 16 canceled the season.

No. 145 - June 2, 1987. The Denver Zephyrs’ Joey Meyer hit what many have documented
as the second-longest home run in all baseball history - 582 feet - in the Zephyrs’ 14-7 win
over the Buffalo Bisons. Meyer’s shot landed in the upper deck in left field of Mile High
Stadium’s massive east stands. Meyer hit three homers that night, driving in seven runs; the
longer blast came on a 2-2 pitch from Mike Murphy in the bottom of the seventh inning. On
September 10, 1960, in Detroit, Mickey Mantle hit a homer estimated at 643 feet that coined
the phrase, “tape-measure home run” in the Yankees’ 5-1 win over the Tigers, universally
considered the longest home run ever hit.

e

No. 146 - July 14, 1979. It was only an exhibition, as former
heavyweight boxing champion Muhammad Ali fought an eight-round match against Denver
Broncos defensive lineman Lyle Alzado. Around 20,000 fans attended the event at Mile High
Stadium, which wasn'’t officially scored but went on all eight rounds; most, if not all, thought Al
won easily. About 600 miles to the East that same night, Jamie Easterly of the Denver Bears
pitched a perfect game in the Bears’ 10-0 win over the lowa Oaks in Des Moines. That was the
last of seven no-hitters in Denver’s minor league history that spanned over 100 years.

2 i .li

No. 147 - September 13, 2000. In high school boys’ tennis, Wheat R|dge defeated Cherry

Creek, 5-2, ending the Bruins’ remarkable dual-match winning streak at 316, the longest in

the nation. The streak ended when Paul Tinetti ripped a forehand winner down the line to

give him and partner Brian Fisher a 7-6 (7-2), 6-2 victory at No. 2 doubles. In 1991, it was
Wheat Ridge that ended Cherry Creek’s run of 19 straight national record state
championships. The streak, which began in 1972 during Richard Nixon’s first term as
president, was and remains the second-longest in the country, behind only the Brandon, Fla.,
wrestling team, which won 459 consecutive dual meets from 1973 to 2008.
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No. 148 - August 26, 1974. The first championship by any Denver
professional team (other than minor league baseball) was claimed by the
Denver Racquets. They won the inaugural World Team Tennis league title. The
Racquets defeated the top-seeded Philadelphia Freedoms, two games to zero
in the best-of-three finals. Denver won the Pacific Section with a 30-14 record
and beat the San Francisco Golden Gators and the Minnesota Buckskins to
reach the finals. The teams were composed of half men and half women;
Philadelphia was led by Billie Jean King, the league MVP; Australian Tony N ) '
Roche (pictured right) was Denver’s player-coach; and the team also had the playoffs MVP, Andrew Pattison (pictured
left).

No. 149 - April 12, 1965. 1991 Colorado Sports Hall of Fame inductee Bob Martin hosted the first
sports talk show in the state (and possibly the nation) on this April Friday, when he aired “Sports Line,”
interviewed Bronco head coach Mac Speedie, and took public calls. It aired for one hour (6-7 p.m.) on
KTLN Radio (1280 AM). Speedie was named interim head coach the previous October when Jack
Faulkner was fired, and the interim tag was removed in an announcement on December 12.

No. 150 - April 11, 1885. In the first intercollegiate
The Colorado Springs team beat the | football game played west of the Mississippi River, Colorado College
Denser Uslversity nine st foobball on the | defeated the University of Denver Ministers, 12-0. Early newspaper
11th, by & scoreof 12 to 0. accounts never listed any stats or even most of the scoring plays,
i instead focusing on who played in the game and who was the
stoutest. Both institutions had been around for a while, DU since 1864 and CC since 1874, as the first intercollegiate
football game took place in 1869 (Rutgers 6, Princeton 4). The game methodically spread west.




1 - To be announced

2 - To be announced

3 - To be announced
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nated a i9-member committee to rank

e Th oment wwill b

No. I mo
revenled Friday. Nuu

TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Broncos trade for QB John Elway in franchise-altering move
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the states 50t birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to public
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top
moments. The No. 1 moment will be
revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos

MONDAY, JULY 27, 2026

vith the Colorade Sporis
the definitive
list of Colorado’s top 150 sports mo-

500 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall

what they conridered it top

and Broncos

e the definitive list of

Colorado’s Top 150 Sports Moments

icon Jim Saccomano will u
list weekly on a Colorado \\,'mr!x Hall
of Fame podeast at coloradosporis.ore/
podcasty.

ignature moment in the
original year of “Broncom:

52 in attendance at Mile High S
dium, Broneos fans braved 20-degree
weathier to see the AFC West champi
ons win their first American Football
Conference crown and the Super Bowl
berth that went with it with a 2017

icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the
list weckly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podcast at coloradosports.org/.
podcast/.

No.5 + May2,1983

To date, the biggest trade in Denver
sports history. Five days after the 1983
NFL draft, the Baltimore Colts traded
quarterback John Elway to the Br
cos for offensive lineman Chris Hinton,
quarterback Mark Hermann and Den-
ver’s first-round pick in the 1984 draft.

win over the Oakland Raiders. Den-
ver's "M&M Connection” shined on
New Year's Day as Craig Morton to Ha-
ven Mases accounted for two Broncos
touchdawns an plays that m\[rul 7

d 12 yards. Moses cau e pass-
es for 168 yards. Jon Kr\\\u ored
Denver's other touchdown, while the
Broneos' Orange Crush defense stifl
Oakland again and again, limiting it
208 yards on 72 plays.

—Dave Plati, Colarado Sports Hall of
Fume historian

The trade was finalized in the late af-
ternoon, and the Broncos set a 10:30
pm. press conference to introduce El
way, despite across town, the Denver
Nuggets were hosting the San Antonio
in an NBA playoff gam
the media covering the gam
Bronco headquarters for the presser.
Elway spent his entire 16-year career
with the Broncos.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Colorado claims national title with Orange Bowl win

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Colo-
s sports. Leading intothe siate’s 150tk
enver Gazette has
ed with the Colorado Sports Hall
of Fume to publicize the definitive list of
my«mmu top 130 sports moments.

Nos. 50/ to 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
rum historian Dave Plati coordinated
a 19-member comumitice to rank in order
it | w -y considered the t o moments.
The No. 1 moment will be revealed July
it m.m end Broncos ison Jim a«uw—
nane will ureil the list weekly on

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE | FRIDAY, JULY 24, 2026
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Calorado Sports Hall of Fame podeast at
coloradosports.ora/podcast;

No.6

Jan. 1,1991
A

rsuit of the national
pionship came o fruition in an
Orange Bowl rematch between Colo-
rado and Notre Dame, this time with
the Buffaloes prevailing, 10-0. Charles
Johnson replaced an injured Dar

Hagan ot quarierback i the socond
half and led the Buffs o their only

touchdown. Key defensive plays were
H(mm(- I!mdﬁm\ who blocked the
PAT

down in m. third quarter, and De
Figures, who intercepted a Rick M
pass with 13 seconds left, running out
the clock Lo secure the victory. Colo-
rado became the consensus n;\huml
champion, having compiled an
recard for the 1990 seas it
2-1 mark over a two-year

—Dave Plati, Colorada ép.m‘ Halt of
Fauie historian

‘Rocktober’ captivates Coors Field in World Series run
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading tni the tate’s 1500 bithday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
neved ith the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publici definitive list of
Colorado’s top 13 i\pm(,\ moments.

For Nos. 50 o 1, Colorado Sports Hall of

Fame historian Dave Plati coordinated
@ 19-member committee to rank in order
what they considered the top moments.
The No. 1 moment will be revealed July
31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano unveil the list weekly on a

THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Broncos repeat as Super Bowl champs in John Elway’s final game
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THE DENVER GAZETTE

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colarada Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorade’s top 150 sports moments

For Nos. 50 10 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated @ 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top
moments. The No. 1 moment will be
reveafed July Plati and Broneos
fcor dim Saccomane will wnveil ihe

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 2026

0
podeast;

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast at
coloradosports.org/podcast/.

0.

Sept. 18-Oct. 15, 2007

In what became known as “Rockto-
ber;” the Rockies won 21 of 22 games to
reach the World Series. It began with
a two-run, walk-off home run by Todd
Helton that beat the Dodgers, 9-8. That
started an 11-game winning streak with
13 wins in the last 14 regular-season
games that enabled Colorado to catch
San Diego for second place in the NL

eckly on a Colorado Sports Hall
ame podcast at goipredasporis.ong/

list
of

No.8 « Jan. 31,1999

The Broncos repeated as Super Bowl
champions, defeating the Atlanta Fal-
cons (and their former

+ carned MVP horors, as he
,.Kmm for 336 yards and 5 touchdown
in what would e the final game of his
eer. He connected with Rod Smith
n S0-vard touchdown thal gave

22

West, forcing a one-game playoff ol
1. 1. That game went 13 innings .md
the Rockies defeated the Padres, 9-8. /
run-scoring double by Troy I\|Im\nl/ky
and an RBI triple by Matt Holliday tied
the score. Jamie Carroll then hit a fly
ball to right, with Holliday racing home
to beat the tag, giving the Rockies the
win and a berth in the playoffs. Colo-
rado swept Philadelphia in the Divi-
sion Series and Arizona in the League
“hampionship Series.
— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Denver a two-score lead, 179, in the
second quarter. His 3-vand touchdown
run put the Broneos up 31-6 ¢

fourth quarter, securing back-lo-back
titles under owner Pat Bowlen. At the

Lombardi Trophy ccremony, Bowlen
exclaimed, “This one's for John!™ The
win capped a thre

2 4610 record (

ht wins.

— Dave Plari, Colarado Sports Hail of
Fae historian

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

valanche’s Ray Bourque wins first Stanley Cup
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

Leading into the state’s muh birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the defini-
tive list of Colorado’s top 150 sports
moments.

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports
Hall of Fume historian Dave Plati co-
ordinated a 19-member committee to
rank in order what they considered

TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

John Elway leads ‘The Drive’ to send Broncos to Super Bowl
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and

Colorado sports,

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with ey Oiorado Spares Hal of
Fame to publicize the defimitive list of
Calorado’s top m sports moments.

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian Deve Plati coordinated
@ 19-member committee 10 rank in order
what they considered the top moments.
The No. I moment witl be reveated July
31 Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano will wnvel the st weekly on o
Colorado Sports Hadl of Ftme poeast ot

MONDAY, JULY 20, 2026
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

I,erlmgmm the state’
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-

et the Colovado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Lnlmmlu ' top 150 sports moments.
50 o 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
Iwm‘ historian Dave Plati coordinated
a.19.member committe t rank in orer
what they considered the top moments.
The No. I moment will be revealed July

0th birthday

SATURDAY, JULY 18, 2026

the top moments. The No. 1 moment
will be revealed July 31. Plati and
Broncos_icon Jim Saccomano will
unwveil the list weekly on a Colorado
Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colora-
dosports.org/podeast/.

No.9 + June 9, 2001

Alex Tangua ap-
tain Joe Sakic once o Nead th(- Ava-
Tanche to a 3-1 win over the New Jersey

Devils in Game 7 of the Stanley Cup

score

coloradosports.ons/podcast/,

No.10 - Jan. 11,1987
On a eold, windy day off Lake Eric,
Denver and Cleveland battled for the
AFC title. The game was tied at 10, and
then at 13, before Cleveland tool
lead. The Brungus o the Dl buck

ay, first-and-10 at their 2
nl\ The Drive” John
Elway engincered a 15-play, 98-vard
III.HC]\‘ \.-\DD\.\l \Nll! .l 5-vard TD pass

Mark th e

ich Karli
b point tying the game at 20 with 3
seconds left, The Eroneos converted an

31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
nano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podeast at

coloradosports.org/podeast/.
No.11 + June 18, 1960

Cherry Hills Country Club hosted \ll&
50 US. Open, which back then

Uhe third an il rounds Dlaved on the

final day. Amold Palmer was tied for

15th after three rounds, seven strokes

back of leader Mike Souchak. He caught

Final. Patrick Roy, who won the Conn
Smythe Trophy as the MVP of the pla

offs, made 28 saves and the win gave
longtime NHL veteran Ray Bourque his
long-awaited Lup in I\ 22nd and final
season in the e lifted the Cup
Second after it was handed to him from
Sakic. Tanguay scored the Avs' first two
goals and assisted on their third.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

al ths thind down plvs, incu
55 0 a 31y
‘mli 18, m\tl mmm x first :|fW\“i on
the drive. The plays conered 5,3,2, 3,1,
22,12, 0, -8, 20, 0, 14, 0, 9 and 5 yar
In the overtime, the defense forced Hw
ec-and-out, with Karl
Becklenbur amking & key thizd dov
stop and the offense tool
Flway completed passes of 2 \,m\. o
Orson Mobley and 28 to Steve Wi
the ]th\ Selng up a game-winning 33-
al by the barefooted Karlis
gl Plati, Colorada Sports Hall of
Fame historian

on,

yard

Souchak to win by two strokes, firing a
final-round 65. Palmer birdied Nos. 1,2,
3,4, 6 and 7 to zoom up the standings.
still marked by a plaque is Palmer
ing the green on No. 1, a 346-yard par 4,
considered a monster drive for its day.
It was his first and only US. Open win
and one of seven in golf’s majors with
four wins in The Masters and two in
the British Open.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Rockies make home debut with record Mile High crowd
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orudo sparts.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthelay
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazerte has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame 1o public definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments

r Nos. 50 to I, Colarado Sparts Hall
ume historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated o 19-member commitice to rani
i ondar wohat dhey considersd
moments. The oment will be
reveated July 31, mu and Broncos

FRIDAY, JULY 17, 2026

qun Jim Saccomano will unveil the
on a Colorade Sports Hail
uj Fame podcast at coloradosports org/
podeast.

No. 12— April 8,1993
The Colorado Rockies made the
home debut at Mile High Stadium in
front of a record crowd of 80227, de-
feating the ,\-Lonmal Expos, 11-+. Afler
Bryn Smith down the Expos in
the top of 1} . Eric Young steppe
10 the piate for the frt ofelal major

Teague at-hat by the home teans in Col-
orado. He responded by slamming a
3-2 pitch off Kmt Bottenfield 390 feet
into the left field stands, sending the
crowil into mmy Young led an 18-hit
attaek, uing ot scoring four runs
and dri 0 two. Smith, a former
Denver Bets, pliched aeven Inninga of
shutout ball for the win, It was also the
first win in team history after dropping
two games in New York.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hell of
Fame historian

ABA All-Stars face Denver Nuggets in McNichols showcase
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‘Miracle in Michigan’ sends CU to stunning 27-26 win
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Happy rmm.lm/. Colorado — and
Colorado spor

Leading vt thestate’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame historian Dave Plati co-
ordinated a 19-member committee to
rank in order what they considered
the top moments. The No. I moment
will be revealed July 31. Plati and
Broncos Jim_ Saccomano will

unveil the list weekly on a Colorado
<pom Hall of Fame podcast at colo-

icon

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado spor

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

or Nos. 50 to I, Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame historian Dave Plati ¢
ordinated a 19-member committee to
rank in order what they considered
the top moments. The No. 1 moment
will be revealed July 31. Plati and
Broncos icon Jim Saccomano will
unveil the list weekly on a Colorado

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2026

radosports.org/podcast/.

No.13

Jan. 27,1976

The ABA was down to seven teams
and playing as one group instead of
two divisions, so it was decided to
have the league All-Stars play the
team that was in the lead at the time
— Denver (32-11 on the sason
ping New Yorks 29-15 mark). D
was always slated to host, and before
a league-record 17798 spectators at
the brand-new McNichols spum Are-
na, the Nuggets won, a
Thompson 164 the way with 26 points

Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colora-
dosports.org/podcast/.

llo. 4. Sept. 24,1994

iracle in Michigan” was deemed
llw plu\' of the year in sports, winning
ESPY, and was o1 flhc top plays
in college football in the 2{7Ih \rnum
‘when No. 7 Colorado beat Ne
gan as time ran out, 27-26. (.L Ied H- 3,
but the Wolverines rallied to lead 26-14
after three quarters. They still led until
2:16 remaining when Rashaan Salaam
scored a touchdown to cut the lead to
1. The Buffs regained possession at

mul was named the game's MVP. Bob-
v Jones scored 24 and Dan Issel and
|Iph simpson cach A.umd 1 J\mm
J7 Erving led ¢ with
23 poi ut he was a uu\\d favorite
as at halftime he won the inaugural
am dunk contest over Thompson,
George Gervin, Artis Gilmore and
Larry Kenon. The NBA resumed the
contest in 1984, when the NBA All-
Star Game was also held in Denver
Glen Campbell and Charley Pride per-
formed in a pregame concert to Kick

off the festivities.
Dave Plati, Colorado Spo

of Fame historian

ts Hall

their own 15, and two plays later were at
the 36 with 6 seconds to play. With over
106,000 screaming spectators as CU
quarterback Kordell Stewart dropped

ack to pass, he launched a pass over 70
yards in the air. It was tipped at the goal
Tine by Blake Anderson and hauled in
by Michael Westbrook for a touchdown.

he “Hail Mary” was made possible by
Salaam, who made a key block to buy
Stewart time to throw what amount-
ed 1o a 64-yard play. It was called, “Jet
Rocket™

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian
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MLB awards expansion teams to Denver, Miami

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado spor

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
(n/umzla s top 150 sports moments

Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall

/ Fame | ttorian, Dave Paté coord
nated a 19-member committee to ra
o onder ot they considered the top
moments. The No. 1 moment will be
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revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the
list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall

of Fame podcast at coloradosports.org/

podcast/.
No.15 « June 10, 1991

Major League Bascball commission-
er Fay Vincent announced Denver and
Miami were the two expansion choic-
es 10 begin play in 1993, subject to the
approval of the 26 owners, which oc-

Avalanche claim third Stanley Cup ¢

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado spor
,wmlr g into the state’s 150th birthday
Denver Gazette has part-
eved woith the Coloado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.
.50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
“ame historian Dave Plati coordinated
@ 19-member committee to rank in order
what they considered the top moments.
The No. I moment will be revealed July

THE DENVER GAZETTE | SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2026

31. Plati_and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast at

coloradosports mw/pum ast/.
No.16 + June

‘The mmmm Avalanche claim their
third Stanley Cup, winning 2-1 in Tam-
pa Bay to polish off the Lightning in
six games. The Avs swept Nashville,
beat St. Louis in six games and swept
Edmonton to win the Western Confer-

curred on July 5. The two were chosen
over four other finalists announced the
previous December: Buffalo, Orlando,
St. Petersburg and Washing
D.C. Toth franchiscs join the Nationdl
League, bringing its membership to
14 teams, the same as the American
League after it expanded to Toronto
and Seatlle in 1976,

ampa

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

ampionship

ence. Defenseman Cale Makar won the
Conn Smythe Trophy as the MVP of the

playoffs, scoring eight goals with 21
assists for 29 total points, leading the
AV t0 2 16-4 postseason record. It com-
pmm a hat trick for the s
ver East was the national high school
champion and the University of Denver
was the NCAA champ.

EY

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Manassa’s Jack Dempsey wins heavyweight title

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s
Au

Denver G

50th birthday

nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.
For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian Dave Plati coordinated
19-member committee to rank in order
what they considered the top moments.
The No. I moment will be revealed July

D2 |
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31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast at
coloradosports.org/podcas!

No.T7

July 4,1919

Jack Dempsey, who was born in
Manassa and known as the “Manassa
Mauler? knocked out Jess Willard in
the third round in Toledo to win the
heavyweight title. Dempsey, 6-foot-1,

187 pounds, knocked the much larger
Willard (6-6, 245) to the canvas seven
times in the first round alone. Soon af-
ter his win, legendary sportswriter D:
mon Runyon gave Dempsey his famous
nickname. He successfully defended
his title five times until losing to Gene
Tunney on July 2: Dempsey re-
tired with a record of 58 wins (43 by
knockouts), six losses and nine draws

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Von Miller named MVP as Broncos win Super Bowl 50

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150¢h birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
‘nered with the Colorado s,mm Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top
moments. The No. 1 moment will be

] OF
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revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the
list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podast at

Von
two

in Santa Clara, Calif.
Miller was the gam
strip-sacks of Panther- qu.mmm Cam
Newton led to nder-

| mvhu( ke
his

podeast/.
No.18

The Denver Broncos won their third
me claiming the
2410 over

Super Bowl, tis i
50th ve the event,

jon of
the Carolin Panthers a L

son clinched the game mm a 2-yard
touchdown run with 5:08 remaining.
The game was a battle of defenses with
only 509 combined yards on offense,
only 194 by the Broncos in the final
game of Peyton Manning’s NFL carcer.
Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Nuggets draft Marvin Webster, trade for David Thompson

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.
Leading into th
Aug. 1, The Den tte has part-
th the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian Dave Plati coordinated
@ 19-member committee to rank in order
what they considered the top moments.
The No. I moment will be revealed July

0th birthday

tate’s
G
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No. 14 Colorado routs No. 3

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette hus Lt
nered with the Colorado Sport:
Fame to publicize the definitive Im of

¢ Colorado’s top 150 sports moments
For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top
moments. The No. 1 moment will be
revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
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31 Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano will unveil the list weekly on
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast at

coloradosports.org/podcast/.
No.19 « June 16,1975

The Denver Nuggets, with the first

BA Draft, selected “The
Marvin Webster of
Morgan State, passing on North Caro-
lina State’s David Thompson who was
cted next by the Virginia Squires.

Both were selected m the Atlanta
Hawks in the NBA
signed with Denver on 18, and

on July 14, Virginia traded the rights
to Denver to sign Thompson for Mack
Calvin, Mike Green and Jan Van Breda
Kolff. Thompson then signed a six-year
contract for §3 million, which at the
time made him the highest-paid rookie
inall of

orts.
—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of

Fame historian

Nebraska 62-36 in Boulder

icon Jim Saccomano mveil the
reekly on a Lulumdu Sports Hall

ist
of Fame podcast at coloradosports.org/
podcast/.

No.20 « Nov. 23,2001
No. 3 rolled _into 14th-
ranked Colorado’s Folsom Field ranked

st in the BCS standings and
9.5-point favorite, but the Buf
had different \dv s. (l put on a clin-

=

as a

Overall, CU ran roughshod through
the Nebraska defense, rushing for 380
yards and eight touchdowns. Chris
Brown ran for 198 yards and scored six
touchdowns with Bobby Purify adding
154 and a score 1o lead an unstoppable
Buffs offense that averaged almost 9
yards per play. Colorado stole the Big 12
North Division title from the Huskers.
A win over Texas in the title game the
following week gave CU the Big 12 title.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Nikola Jokic becomes first Nugget to win NBA MVP

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sport

Leading into the state’s 130th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top
moments. The No. 1 moment will be

D2 | THEDENVER GAZETTE | SATURDAY, JULY 4, 2026

revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the
list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podcast at coloradosports.org/
podcast/.

No. 21« June 8, 2021

Nuggets center Nikola Jokic was
named the NB: Most Valuable Player
for the 2020-21 season, the first Nugget
to win the award. In his seventh sea-
son after being selected 41st in the 2014

Draft, he averaged 26.4 points, 10.9 re
bounds and 8.4 assists, just the third
player to average 26/10/8 over a full
season in league history, and recorded
16 triple doubles. He collected 91 out of
a possible 100 first place votes in the
mmdld voting. He repeated as the MVP

n 2021-22, just the 13th player to win
the honor in back.to back seasons.

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

22
Missy Franklin wins five swmming medals in London

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports

Leading into the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the definitive
list of Colorado’s top 150 sports mo-
ments.

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank

D2 | THEDENVER GAZETTE | FRIDAY, JULY 3, 2026

in order what they considered the top
moments. The No. 1 moment will be
revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the
list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podcast at coloradosports.org/
podeast/.

No.22

July 28-Aug. 4, 20}
sy Franklin, a 17-year

old from

Regis Jesuit High School, won five
medals — four gold — in swimming
at the Summer Olympics in

don. She won the 100- and 200-me-
ter backstroke events and was on the
4x100-meter medley and 4x200-me-
ter relay teams that claimed the gold.
She won a bronze on the 4x100-meter
freestyle relay unit.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

23
Denver withdraws bid for 1976 Olympic Games

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado spor

i Leading into the state’s 150th birthday

Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-

nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of

Fame to publicize the definitive list of

Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top

AL OF P

D2 |

24

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

THE DENVER GAZETTE | THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2026

Vail's Mikaela Shiffrin wins 100th World

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150tk birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.
Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top

THE DENVER GAZETTE | WEDNESDAY, JULY 1, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

moments. The No. 1 moment will be
revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the
list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podcast at coloradosports.org/
podcast/.

No.23

Nov. 15,1972
A qumuh organization against
bringing the 1976 Olympics to Colorado

moments. The No. I moment will be
revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the
list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podcast at coloradosports.org/
podeast/. E—

No.24 « Feb. 23,2025
In World Cup skiing at Sestri
aly, Mikacla Shiffrin won the

re, n—
slalom
100th World Cup victory, Becom:

at taxpayer expense was formed in July.
Citizen’s for Colorado’s luI\H\‘ (CCF)
submitted a petition with 7
tures to the secretary of state [U ,&,\I an
inbiatve on the 1972 Electon Day bal

{ stating no city or state funds shall be
permitted to fund ﬂu'(!l\mpn games. It
passed with 60% of the vote, and Den-
ver officially withdrew its bid on Nov. 15

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Cup ski race

ing the first skier, male or female, to
record 100 wins in Alpine World Cup
competition. It was her 278th race. It
was also her 155th top-three career
finish, tying Swedish legend |m,em.u
Stenmark. Through the 2025

son, the Vail native had mmlmi "o
victories, 73 in the slalom.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Amy Van Dyken wins record fourth gold at [llympi(:slII

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-

50t birthday
er Gazette has part
nered with mr Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame o publictze the definitive list of
Colorada’s top 130 sporis moments.

fos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
af Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
i el b ki cinstiared the tap
moments. The No. I moment w

b2
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reveated July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will
list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fume podcast at coloradosports.orgy
podeast/.

No.25 + luly 25,1995

Englewood native and Colorade
State alumna Van Dyken won her
fourth gold medal in the 1996 Summer
Olympics in Atlanta, the first American
n to win four golds in swimming

st/.

in the same um\mm (Eleven had won
three prior) She ed gold in the
S0-meter freestyle, the J0Dmeter but.
terfly and 1 with others to win
the 4x100 freestyle and 4x100 mediey
s ‘nu first Ameri

che was honored upon her return
with a parade in downlown Denver,

orado Sports Hall of

Dave Plati, C
ame historian

CU Buffs’ Rashaan Salaam wins program’s first Heisman Trophy

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Spos Ul of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

' Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian Dave Plati coordinated
@ 19-member committee to rank in order
what they considered the top moments

D2 |
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Columbine football wins state title months

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

For Nos. 50 t0 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian Dave Plati coordinated
@ 19-member committee to rank in order
what they considered the top moments.
The No. I moment will be revealed July

D2 |
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The No. 1 moment will be urwﬂwl Iuh/

31. Plati_and Broncos icon Jim S
mano will unveil the list uwl\h/ on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast at

coloradosports.org/podcast/.
No.26 - Dec. 10,1994

Lone point, eight games into the sea-
son, it could be argued that the Uni-
of Colorado had three Heisma

i mhy candidates — Rashaan Salaam,

31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast at
coloradosports.org/podeast/.

No.27 « Dec.

Less than eight months after tragedy
struck Columbine High School on April
20 where 12 students and a teacher were
killed in the worst school shooting in
state history, the Rebels defeated Cherry
Creck on the Bruins’ home field, 2114,

Kordell Stewart and Michacl West-
brook. They separated themselves late
in the season and the nod went to §
laam, who became the first Heisman
winner in the state of Colorado. He won
the voting easily with 400
votes and almost doubled the point
total over a pair of Penn State players,
Ki-Jana Carter and Kerry Collins.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

after tragedy

to win the sates 5A footbal champion-
ship. Creck tool y 14-0 lead in the
frst quarter but ias shut out the rest o
the way, with Columbine tying the g
in the second and going abead two plays
into the fourth. The game was played
with an overflow crowd of 8,000-plus,
with the game televised and national
media in town to witness the Rebels win
and finish with a 13- record.

ave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

No. 8 seed Nuggets upset No. 1Sonics in NBA playoffs

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Colo-
rado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
g1, The Denver Gazztie has partnered
with the Colorado Sports Hall of
publicise the dfnitioe ls of Colorado’s
top 150 sports moments.

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordinated
a 19-member committee to rank in order
what they considerd the top moments
ent will be revealed July
Jl l’]alt «and Broncos icon Jim Saccoma-

L OF P
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no will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colora-
dosports.org/podcast/.

No.28

May 7,1994

No cight seed had ever defeated a No. 1
in the NBA playoffs until this day. That's
when the Denver Nuggets, who had fall-
enbehindtyo games o rone i the hes-
offive o win both games
in Demver 1o tie the scrics and fon
s back in Seatle Close through

Game

out, the Nuggets prevailed 958-94 in over-
nating the 63-win SuperSon-
game with the iconic
video of Dikembe Mutombo lying on his
back in the free-throw lane holding the
ball above his head. The Nuggels ﬂm\
fell behind three games to none
tah and almost pulled it off again, ty m»
the series after winning three in a row,
but their luck ran out and the Jazz won
Game 7 in Salt Lake City.
we Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Laading into the state’s 150th birthday
he Denver Gazette has part-
i cith the Colorado Sports 14l of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

For Nos. 50 t0 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian Dave Plati coordinated
@ 19-member committee to rank in order
what they considered the top moments.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-

nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian Dave Plati coordinated
@ 19-member committee to rank in order
what they considered the top moments.
The No. I moment will be revealed July

TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2026

Colorado — and

Aug. |,
nered with the t(‘fw«nhi S
Fame to public ;

‘vlorade’s iop 150 s, Is mouLents.

o Nn. a0 101 o Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordé-
nated a 19-member conmittee to rank
in order what they considered the top

SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug. I, The Denver Gozeite hos
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the defini-
tive list of Colorado’s top 150 sports
moments

For Nos. 50 to I, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
ed 0 19-member committce to rank

na

FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2026

Happy hu-rmm_./. Colorado
orado sports
L

and Col-

state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top

THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sport

Teading inio the state’s 150th birthday

. 1, The Denver Gaz art-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments,

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian Dave Plati coordinated
@ 19-member committee to rank in order
what they considered the top moments.
The No. I moment will be revealed July
31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast at
coloradosports.org/podeast).

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
mered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports momen
o o 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
n Dave Plati coordinated
t10-memtber commeltee o rank i order
what they considered the top moments.
The No. 1 moment will be revealed July
31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-

TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026

Colorado’s Top 150 Sports Moments

The No. 1 moment will be revealed July
31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano will unveil the list weekly on @
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast at
coloradosports.org/podcasty

No.29+ Nov. 13, 1997

The Colorado Rockies had their first
(and to date only) player sclected as
the National League’s Most Valuable
Player. Larry Walker led the league in

31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast at

coloradosports.org/podeast/.
No.30 + June 16, 1974

3-over-par 73 in the final round pro-
pelled former CU golfer (and quarter-
back and ~.|1el\') lMIe Irwin 1o victory
in the 74th US. Open. The 29-year-old
was consistent over lhe four rounds (73-
70-71-73—287, 7 over par) on the tough

home runs with 49, batted .366 with
130 runs batted in along with 33 stolen
bases. The right fielder also won the
Gold Glove Award. The Rockies scored
923 runs — 5.7 per game — the most in
the league and second only to Seaule’s
925 in the American, as Walker and his
Blake Streel. Bomber buddics belted
239 home runs in all

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Open titles

Winged Foot Golf Club course in M:
maroneck, NY. He won by two strokes
over Forrest “Fuzzy” Fezler, with nota
bles Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus and
Gary Player further down the line. He
cashed a $35,000 check for his efforts.
was the first of his three U.S. Open wins
to go with triumphs in 1979 and 1990.
Irwin remains just one of six players to
win three or more U, Open titles.

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Roy for Stanley Cup run

montents, The No. 1 moment
revealed July 31. Plati and B JU‘HH
icon Jim Saccomano will
lisi weekly on a Colorado Sports Hail
of Fame podeast at coloradosporis.org,
podeasi}.
No.31 « Dec.6,1995

The Colorado Avalanche acquired All-
tar goalie Patrick Roy in a trade with
the Montreal Canadiens, four days af-

will be

in order what they considered the top
moments. The No. | moment will be
revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
dcon Him Saccomano will unveil the
Tist weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podcast at goloradosporis.
ong/podeast/.

No.32
Feb. 10, 1968
Colorado Springs’ Peggy Fleming

s in an 11 loss
to Detroit that g s with
am management. He would go 38-21-
6 with the Avs (16-6 in leading the Avs
to the Stanley Cup) with a 2.68 goals-
e (210 in the playoffs,
shutouts). He would lead
the team again to the Cup in 2001

ter he allowed

Dave Plati, Colar
Fame historian

v Sports Hall of

won the gold medal in figure skating
n the 1968 Olympics at Grenoble,
nee, the only gald won by any U.S.
athlete across all events. Coming off
a banner year in which she was se
lected the 1967 Athlete of the Ye:
ABC's Wid, Flemi
also 1
and World champions

ps in 1968,
— Dave Platy, Coloraedo Sports Hall
of Fume histarian

inducted into Pro Football HOF

1 moment will be
revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the
list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podcast at coloradosports.org/
odcast/.
No.33

Aug. 8,2004

Finally, a carcer Denver Bronco was
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of

moments. The No.

N0.34 « April9,1978
was the final day of the 1977-78
NSA. eason. Denver had clinched the
Midwest Division with a 48-33 record
and traveled to Detroit; San Antonio
had clinched the Central (52-29) and
finished up at New Orleans. Thus, win-
ning wasn't the top priority — but lhe
battle for the league’s scoring title w
at stake. The Spurs’ George Ger
tered the (L\v with 2169 points in ‘s
games (26.8 per), while the Nuggets'
hompmn had?2, JJ in79 games
antage: San
Antonio’s game tipped off 5 hours after
Denver’s 2:30 p.m. start in the Motor

mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast at

coloradosports.org/podcast/.
No.35 « July4,1979

As the late, great Yogi Berra said, “It
ain't over till it’s over” That was the
case when the Denver Bears trailed
the Omaha Royals 147 with two outs
and nobody on base in the bottom of
the ninth. Denver led 1-0
playing catch-up after Omaha plated
10 runs in the fourth. The anxious fans

Fame. Quarterback John Elway was
chosen in his first year of eligibility,
alongside Barry Sanders, Carl Eller
and Bob Brown, for enshrinement in
Canton. Elway spent his entire 16-year
NEL career (1983-98) with the Broncos.
One-time Bronco Willie Brown (1963
66) went on to play 12 scasons with
Oakland and was inducted in 1984

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

City. Thus, Thompson was up first and
scored the third-most points in an NBA
game — 73, a number that was stll tied
for fourth through the '23-24 season.
Thompson finished with zr,z points
(2715 per game). Gervin knew he need-
points o overtake Thompson
to finish with 2,232,
e. Thompson was 28
of 35 from the floor and 17 of 20 from
the line. Both ‘teams lost: Detroit beat
Denver, 139 New Orleans beat
San Antonio, 153-132.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

wanted lhc game to end as it was also
|Iw Ih‘ ars’ traditional Fireworks Night

n American :Lumutmn rLLnrd
vmwrl ()f 38,490 in attendanc ure
enongh, Denver ralled as the nest nine
batters all reached base, capped by a
three-run home run by Jim Cox for a
16-14 Bears win. It remains one of the
top all-time rallies in professional base-
ball history.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dav oordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank

7 order what they considered the top
moments. The No. 1 moment will be

SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2026

revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the

ekly on a Colorado Sports Hal
of Fame podeast at coloradosports.org/
podcast/.

No.36 « April 11,2026

he Denver Pioneers won their re-
cord 11th NCAA men’s hockey title (and
third in the last five years), defating
the University of Wisconsin, Teld
Seorelew To he st 47 mimutes with

only nine shots on goal, the DU of-
fense came alive, with Rieger Lorenz
putting a rebound in the net to tie the
game at 1. Then, with 5:52 remaining,
Chyzowski tipped one in for the
winning score. DU's rre.qumn goalie,
Johnny Hicks, stopped 20 Badger
shots and w mmcdlhu zen Four's
outstanding perfo

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Glenn Morris wins gold in decathlon at Berlin Olympics
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top

FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2026

moments. The No. 1 moment will be
revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will un
list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podcast at coloradosports.org/
podcast. -

No.37

Aug. 8,1936

Simla native and 1934 Colorado A&M
graduate Glenn Morris won the gold

medal in the decathlon at the 1936
Berlin Summer Olympics. An assistant
for A&M football coach Harry Hughes
at the time, he world record of
900 total points in the 10-event com-
petition, leading an American sweep
in winning the Dlympic medal by
a Coloradan in a track and field event.
— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Billy Kidd, Jimmie Heuga win Olympic medals in slalom
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Culorads's tup 150 gports momenis.

to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame ictovien Duse Pt coordt
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top
moments. The No. I moment will be

THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2026
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Spo
Fame to publicize the de
Colorado’s top

0 sports moments.
to 1, Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame historian Dave Plati co-
ordinated a 19-member committee to
rank in order what they considered
the top moments. The No. 1 moment
will be revealed July 31. Plati and
Broncos icon Jim will

accomano

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2026
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Adams State wins first of record 69 national championships
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

0 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian Dave Plati coordinated
@ 19-member committee to rank in order
what they considered the top moment,
The No. I moment will b aled July
31 Plati and Broncos icon Jim Socco.
mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast at

TUESDAY. JUNE 9. 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Air Force football completes best season in program history
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top
moments. The No. 1 moment will be

SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 2026

revealed July 31 Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the

list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podcast at- -
podeast/.

.38

Felh 7 1964

It o at the time as the
InH,(M u.m i Olympic ski istory”
Two Alpine skiers from Colorado won
the first US, merts Olympic medals in

unveil the list weekly on a Colorado
Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colora-
dosports.org/podeast/.

Hn.39 Sept. 5, 1986
Colorado Sta m» football
first win over rival Colorado 58
with 7 win in Boulder. The Rams
took advantage of six CU turnovers with
Steve Bartalo rushing for 145 yards and a
touchdown. CSU built a 23-0 lead by the
end of the third quarter and CU avoided
being shut out, scoring with 29 seconds
left in the game. CU was coming off its

its

a

coloradosports.ong/podcast/.
No. 40 + March 9, 1968

Adams State College was crowned
muim\ul clmmpinn in the NAIA Wi
ting C s. It was the
of 69 n.uum,.l titles the then-Indi
and n s have won oves
Sports, the most by & Colorado univer.
sity. Adams hosted the event in Alamo-
nd methodically pulled away from
raska-Omaha, winning by 31 points
). The two dueled again a vear
Tater with ASC (now ASU) winning by
14. It added six more in wrestling for

n

revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the
list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podcast at coloradosports.org/

podeast

No. 41 - Dec. 31,1985

The Air Force Falcons
their best season in history

completed
(121) with

a 24-16 win over Texas in the Bluebon-
net Bowl,

AFAs fourth straight bowl
he Longhorns took a quick

skiing, wnh Billy Kidd winning the sil-
mmic Heuga the bronze in
the slalom in Tnnsbruck, Austria. Called
“a pair of daring 20-year-old American
they upstaged several of the

Ad's best skiers in the 23 finish. He
on CU's ski team, but Kidd chose
to race profes y even though he,
100, was a CU student. Both mm«l un-
der CU head onch Boh
Dave Plati, Colorado ,spm

Fame historian

first winning season
high aspirations; CSU
ous year and the win was the impetus
for the Rams’ first winning season since
1980. Col would los next three
by & combined 10 points before rally
ing to win six Big t games. Both
finished 6-5 in the 1986 regular season.
ar talo would go on to rush for 1419

since 1978 and had

ards in 1986 and 4,813 for his career,
Both CSU records Au the time with the
career mark still firs

ave Plati, Lulmmlu Sports Hall of
Fame historian

5 in men's

a mm of eight. It has won

outdoor track (2 NCAA, 1 NAIA);
in men's indoor t
outdoor track. Joe Vigil
first 0 of those champ-

t coach Damon Martin
30, The Grizzlies' most recent
2024 titles in women's in-
s country.

Dave P, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

two
and

7-0 lead, but Air Force zoomed ahead
with two scores o take a 147 lead go-
ing into the second quarter and never
looked back. Fullback Pat Evans was
the game’s MVP, as he had 18 carries for
9 yards and a touchdown. The Fal-
cons were co- (-I\.unpum» of the West-
n Athletic Conference; Texas was the
{hwest Conference ranner-up

S

o

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Nuggets play in final American Basketball Association game

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE

Hapy mmw.,g Colorada — and Col-
orado spor

Leading o he suase's 150uh by
Aug. 1, The Denver Gasette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hail of
Fame ta publicize the definitive list of
Codorade’s top 150 sports Imoments.

For Nos. 5040 1, Coloradde Sports Hall of
Fame Fistortan Dave Plati coordinated
4 10-member commitice t rank ine ovder
what they oumsidered the op momens,
The No. I moment will be revenied July
31 Plati ﬂmﬁ i:’mmm feon Jim Saceo-

FRIDAY, JUNE 5, 2026

meena mrr wenvedl the list weekly ore o
olor, Hull uflmn«pm(mu at
coibr mhl.vym'h org/pedeast

No.42

May 13,1976

Game G of the championship seties
Detween the Nuggels and Lhe New York
Nets was the final ame in the American
Basletball Association. Down 32, Den
er needed a win to force a Game 7 in
Colorado, and it appesred to be happen-
ing, as the Nuggets led 80-58 midway

Unrough the third quarter. Tt the Nets
cut the lead o 9278 entering the fourth,
Uhen outscored Denver 3
riod to win the game
David Thempson (42 points) and Dan
Sool (80 i dhe pac, bt i Ery
villiamson (28) and Bri-
(24 alled the Sels Deaner
fork. alons with Indiana snd
San Antonio, “woukd join the NBA the
next. \Eﬂ\fm a5 the ABA was dissolved.
Dave Piati, Colavatlo Sports Hali of

E

P bt
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Colorado’s Top 150 Sports Moments

Broncos’ Terrell Davis wins MVP after 2,000-yard season

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sport

Au(lm;, into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. The Denver Gaze
essd with the Colords Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.
For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall

( Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in orter what they considered the top
moments. The No. 1 moment will be
revealed July ,n " Plati and Broncos

tte ha

AL OF P
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[ ]
Northern Colorado football wins NCAA Division Il national title

ll/lp/u/ birtday, Colorado — and Cok
orado

Teadiing o the state's 50th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitce it of
Colorado’s top 1
or Nos.

to 1 Colorado Sports Hall

of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top
moments. The No. 1 moment will be
revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the

AL OF P
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fcon, fim Saccomano wil wnoell the
eekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fume podcast at coloradosports.org/
podcast/.

No.43

Jan.
After becoming only the fourth
player in NFL history rush for 2,000

vards in a season, Denv, ell Da-
vis was named The Associated Press’
NFL Most Valuable Player. In leadin
Denver to a 14-2 record (and eventu

list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podeast at coloradosports.org/
podeasty

No. 44 « Dec. 14,1996

Northern Lnlumdo football got on a

roll at the right After a 53 start
- in a row, four

play-

patching No. 7 Pittsburg

sou-

6) and No. 8 Clarion (19-
5th-ranked Bears faced No. 6
Carson-Newman in Florence, Ala., for

Super Bowl win over Atlanta), he ran
2,008 yards and 21 touchdowns.
He nearly doubled the votes of run-
ner-up Minnesota quarterback Ran-
dall Cunningham. He ran for 100-plus
ards In a game 1 times, with 3 high
of 208 at Sea he had three more
in the playofls, aiding Denver's back-
to-back Sup: Davis also
Won AP Offensive Player of the Year
honor.

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian

the championship. Billy Holmes ran
for 136 yards and a touchdown, Tom
Beck connected with Andy Haase on a
vard pass for the other and Michael
Schauer kicked three field goals to lead
the Bears to a 23-14 win and the title.
UNC’s defense also shined, ending all
five of Carson-Newman's second-half
possessions with turnovers. Joe Glenn
‘was named the national coach of the
year by the AFCA and UNC would re-
cat in 1997.

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Colorado College’s ‘Dutch’ Clark sets still-standing record of 588 yards

Happy brthday, Colorado — and Co-
orada spor
ing.

i the s’ 1501h birthday
& Denver Gazelte has pavt-
{ with the Colorada Spoves Hall of
Fame 0 publicize the definitice list of
Colarado's dop 150 sprorts moments.

For Nus. 50 to 1, Colovada Sports Hail
of Fame historian Dave Plaii eoondi-
nated 4 I19-meinber committee to rank
i onder what they considered tie top
moments. The No. | moment witi be

Dz |
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rcw'n/n/ July 31 Pioti and kmnms

dim Saccomano will u
tist (.ww on @ Colorado épom Hatt
of Fitme podeast at coloradosports.org/
podcast/,

No.45 + Nov. 24,1928

Colorado College junior Earl“Dutch”
Clark sel a stale eallege record thal
still stands. In 4 48-25 win over Wyo-
ming, he rushed for 381 yards and five
touchdowns, He added six extra-point

T the

Broncos make Monday night debut in 23-23 tie vs.

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Cal
orado sports
Leading into the state's 150th birthday
. Aug. 1, The Denver Gaxette has
E nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado's top 130 sports moments.
0 1, Colorado Sports Hallof
Fame historian Deve Plati coordinated
a 19-member committce to rank i order
what they considered the top maments.
The No. I moment will be reveated July
g HHH and Broneos icon Jim Sacco-

Nos, 50 &

D2
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mano will unveil the kst weekly on
Colarado Sports Hll of Fame podoust at
eolorudosporis.ong/podeast/.

No. 46 + Oct. 22,1973

Declared “Orange Monday” in Dy

ver, the Broncos finally made their
debut on Monday "xm ‘wotball. De:
ver at the time was the 23th out of 26

teams In the league 15 be selected for
the prime-time slot. (Bullalo was the
last). The epponent was the archnem
esis Oakland Raiders. Billy Thompson

Kieks for 36 points averall. He had

of his yards by halftime. e alsa
completed nine passes for 207 yards,
giving him the state’s total affense re-
cord of 85 yards, another mark that
still stands. Both numbers nationally
still rank in the top 30 bul are sepa-
rated by divisions. They were at the
Lime considered single-game records

Dave Plati, Colorado Spoits Hall of
Fame lislorisn

0Oakland Raiders

returned o fumble 80 yards for the
Oakland countered
- play of its own, a
touchdown pass ffom Ken Stabler to
Siani. But field goals ruled the

roost. with Gaklands Georse Dlanda

~yarder w\h  seconds re-
ing forged a 2323 tie. At the time
it was the et watehed Droncos game
Tocally and nationally

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Halt of
Fame historian

UNLV beats Duke 103-73 in NCAA final at McNichols Sports Arena

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s
Aug. 1, The Denver Ga:

50th birthday
as part-

Fame to publi definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

For Nos. 50 to 1, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian Dave Plati coordi-
nated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered the top
moments. The No. 1 moment will be

AL OF Fi
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‘nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of

revealed July 31. Plati and Broncos
icon Jim_ Saccomano will unveil the
list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podeast at ¢oloradosports.org/
podcast/.

No.47

March 31-April 2, 1990

Denver is one of the last cities to host
an NCAA Final Four in a typical arena,
as all now are hosted in football-s
domes. After preparing for the event

by hosting the 1955 and 1989 NCAA re-
gionals, the games came off without a
hitch. Duke beat Arkansas in the first
semifinal, 97-83, with UNLY defeating
Ge fech in the second, 90-81. In
the ummpmmlup game, UNLY routed
Duke, 1037 i
Rebels ave
tournament ‘games and finished with
35-5 record.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall oy
Fame historian

CSU Pueblo foothall wins Division Il national title

Happy bivthday, Colorado — and Calo-
rado-sports, Leading inte the state's 150t
birthday Aug. 1, The Derver Guzetle hus
purtuered with fhe Colorado Sports Holl
af Fame to publicize the defintive list of
Colarada’s lop SPOTTS TTENL

Cotarado Sporss Hall of Fame histo-
viit Dave Plati and o commiliec of 10

wi

will unvedl the fist weekly on a Colora-

bz |
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Rockies rally for 11-9 win over Mets in Coors Field's first game

and Col-
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Happy birthday, Colorada
orudo spvis.
Leading into the seate’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, Fhe Denver Guzelle has pert-

Ik mered with the Coforado Sports Hall of

g Fawe to publicize the definitive list of
Colarady's tap 150 spovts maments.

e Colorada Sports Hall of Fame histo-

rictn Dievee Platé and o committes of 10
compiled and will relcase the iisi every
vaeele wnd i e No. ? moment on July 31

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

D2 | THEDENVER GAZETTE | WEDNESDAY, MAY 27,2026

dn Sports Hall of Rame podeast at colo-
rudvsports.orgfpodeasts.

Just six years afler conch John Wris-
ten and devaut donors resurrected the
program, e CSU Pueblo Thunder-
Wolves wan the schonl’s first foothall
championship, munum ll\e NCAA Di
visio with a 13 1 over No.
1 Minnesota State. The TWDL\as (-1

will wnvedl the kst weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fane podeast af gol-
radosparts. oxg/podeasty.

No.49 - April 26, 1995

In their first game al Coor: d, the
Calorado Rodkics had to rally from a
run down three different times with
the gur- on the lin. Trilng 76 in
the ninth, Larry Walker doubled to
right' ficld, Wall Weiss 1o tic
the game. Then behind 87 in the 13th,

el the: Maverics. to yards,
nder their seasom average
o o o 191 yards and
a touchdown and Cameron M( Dandle:
ran for 113 yards 10 lead the offensive
altack, CSU Puello reached L
game with three home wins
plasolls, defealing Angelo
14\ Ohio Dominican (3128) and West
Georgia (10
~ Duve Plati, Colarado Sports Hall of
Fame histortan

Jim Tutum lined a double to left field,
seoring Mike Kingers, ing the game
once again. The Mets went ahead 0-3
inn the Lop of 14th, bul in the bottom of
the inning, Dante Bichette hit the first
home run by a Rockies player al Coars
a threc-run shot with ane aut
Joe Girardi and Andres Galarraga. for
an 119 Colorad win

seori

e

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historvian
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Colorado Buffs foothall star Travis Hunter wins Heisman

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
lumu to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.
e Hall’s historian Dave Plati coor-
dinated a 19-member committee to rank
in order what they considered were the
top 50 all-time; covered most if
ot all sports and all areas of the state.

AL OF P

THE DENVER GAZETTE | TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Dikeou brothers - John, George

Happy birthday, Colorado
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150h birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the (vlmud(/ Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 \,mm moments.

Colorado Sport of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plat and a conmitie of 10
compiled and. wil elease the st cvery
until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broneas icon Jim Saceomano
will unweil the list weckly on a Colora-

and Col-

AL OF P
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They are released weekly until the No.
I moment on July 31. Plati and Bron-
cos icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the

list weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame podast at coloradosports.org/

podeast).
No. 50« Dec. 14, 2024

he second Heisman Trophy in the

awarded to Colorados two-
avis Hunter. He caught 96
for 1258 yards and 15 touc

downs, with four interceptions and 11
pass deflections on defense. The fir

player in history to be named first team
on both offense and defer on the
\'Vxlll('l Camp Foundation’s /\1I-A1||L
m, he followed D

2

he hmm lzmw State’s Ashton Jeant

7 poi
— Dave I’hm Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

and Deno buy the Denver Bears

do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at col

radospor l«‘.u!‘g/pml(w\l{,
No.51+ Dec. 1,

The Denver m(m are sold to the
Dikeou brothers - John, George and
Deno - by longtime owners Gerald
and Allan Phipps for an estimated $2.5
million. The team will begin play the
next season under a new name - the
Denver Zephyrs. John Dikeou was an

i - and influential - member of
the Metro Sports Committee, and the

Dikeous purchase of the Bears began
ear pursuit to land major

ball in Denver. The brothers
ded major league by
summer meetings in Philadelphia to
plant seeds for Denver with the expan-
sion committee. (The team would move
to New ()rlt'.m\ after the 1992 season
once the Colorado Rockies were set to
begin play in 1993.)

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Coors Field hosts Denver's first MLB All-Star Game

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
weck until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

Lok FE
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will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at o
radosports.org/podcast/.

No.52

July7,1998
Coors Field hosted Denver's first
major league All-Star Game. With

)1 267 in altendance, the scoring-
nspired as predicted. The Ame
ican League outslugged the Nation-
al League, 13-8. Alex Rodriguez and

Roberto Alomar hit home runs for
the AL, with Barry Bonds knocking
one ot for the NL. Traflng 2:0 after
three innings, the AL scored at least
one ru remaining ﬁ.nm'
cluding four in the fourth and three in
the ninth, to seal the win. Baltimore’s
Aloma e MVP, as he was 3-for-
4 with the home run, two runs scored,
an RBI and a stolen base.

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Rockies pitcher Jason Jennings shines in MLB debut

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Colo-
rado sports.Leading into the state’s 150th
birthday Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 s

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

D2 |
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will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/.

No.53

Aug. 23,2001

In one of the most impressive de-
buts in major league history, Colorado
pitcher Jason Jennings threw a com-
plete game, 10-0 shutout of the New
York Mets at Shea Stadium. He allowed

five hits and struck out eight. At the
plate, he went 3 for 5 with two runs
batted in while capping the scoring
with a home run hit deep to right field
in the top of the ninth inning. Jennings
would spend six seasons with the Rock-
ies, compiling a 58-56 record before fin-
ishing his career \mh Humlon for one
season and Texas for

o Dave lats, Colorads. Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Denver Pioneers skiing wins inaugural NCAA Ski Championship

Happy rm thday, Colorado — and Col-
orado spo
Leading niothe state's 150th birthday
e Denver Gazette has part-
h the L()Imud() Sports Hall of
Fame to /)ub[( ize the defini i
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments,
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
1 release the list every
moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

AL OF P

D2 |

55

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

THE DENVER GAZETTE | WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2026

will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/.

No.54 « March7,1954

The University of Denver won the in-
augural NCAA Ski (h.unpmmmp held
over three da 10, n the fi-
il competition of the event, DU Billy
Olson and John Cress finished 1-2 in the
jumping, enabling the Pioneers to pull
away from the pack with 384 points.

Seattle University was next (349.6),
followed by Colorado (348.6), Idaho
(348.5) and Wyoming (347.8) in a hotly
contested battle for second. Coach Wil-
ly Schacffler’s DU teams would win the
st four titles — and 13 of the first 17,
finishing second in the four it did not
win. Overall through 2026, DU has won
the most ski titles (24), with Colorado
second (20).

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Denver Bears baseball club wins American Association title

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150tk birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the (nlm(ulu .s,mm Hall of
Fame to publici: ive list of
Colorado’s top 150 \,mm ‘moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

AL OF P
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do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at col
adosports.org/podcast/.

No.55- Sam

In s th (| year competing in
)|l‘ A Il.l~e|\all Denver won its first
\meH(‘.In Association title with a 14-2
win over St. Paul, as the Bears bested
the Saints four games to two. Denver
finished second in the regular season
with a 90-64 record, three games back
of Wichita, then swept Minneapolis in

four games to reach the championship
series. In the title clincher in Denver,
Marv Throneberry led the attack with
two home runs and four driven in,
while Zack Monroe pitched a complete
game-nine-hitter. With the win, Den-
ver advanced to the Little World Series
against International League champion
Buffalo. The Bears, the AAA afili
the New York Yankees, were managed
by future N.Y. manager Ralph Houk.
—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

MLB legends play in ‘Denver Dream’ old-timers game

Happy birthday, Colorad
orado spors
FAREIRE TN A Y 1O MOy
. Aug I, The Denver Gusete huy pa
ne o Sports Hial
Fame to publicize the e deinitive fs
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments
Colorudo Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rign Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will refease the list ewery
week undit the No. § moment on July 31
Plati and Broncos icon Jin Saecomano

il wenveil the list weekly on a Colora-

and Col-
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o Sports Hail of Fame podeast at colo-
redaspor

Mo.56 « Sept. 30,1983

The inaugural “Denver Dream®
old-timers game was played before
56,18 fans in artendance at Mile Tigh
Stadium. The B

in the game and participa
run hitting contest won by Harmon
Killebrew. The American League beat

the National League, 17-10, with Balti-
more Orioles third base legend Brooks
Robinson leading the way, going 3-for-3
with a home run and five runs batted
in. Others who appeared in the game
included Hanlk Aaron. Einie Il
ob Feller, Whitcy Ford, Willic Mays,
‘Tony Oliva, Warren Spain and former
Denver Bear Marv Thrancherry, with
Joe DiMaggio and Leo Durocher on
d to sign autographs

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian
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Colorado foothall beats Nebraska on way to Big Eight title

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports

Leading into the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the definitic
ist of Colorado’s top 150 sports mo-
ments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July

HALLOF P
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31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast
at coloradosports.org/podcast/.

No.57

Nov. 4,1989
hings Have Changed” remained
lit on the Folsom Field scoreboard
through the weekend after No. 2 Col-
orado defeated No. 3 Nebraska, 27-21,
paving the way for CU’s first Big Eight

title since 1976 and the Orange Bowl
berth that went with it. The Hu
scored a touchdown on their first play,
he only lead they would have all af-
ternoon. The Buffs tied it on one of the
most memorable plays in school his-
tory, a 70-yard touchdown on whi
Darian Hagan ran for the first 40 and
then pitched it to L. Flannigan for
the remainde
" Dave Plat, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Hall of Fame QB Peyton Manning signs with Broncos

31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
‘mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast

at coloradosports.org/podcast/.
No. 58 - March 20, 2012

The Broncos dipped into the free
agent market and landed four-time
NFL MVP Peyton Manning. He miss
the entire 2011 season with a neck
injury after he started 208 straight
games with Indianapolis to begin his

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports.
Hall of Fame to publicize the defini-
tive list of Colorado’s top 150 sports
moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July

D2 |
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career. Manning in the 2012 seaso
Would lad Denver to  13:3 rocord,
passing for 4,659 yard: 7 touch-
downs in completing a career-best
68.6% of his passes. Across four
he helped the Broncos to a 45-12
regular-season record, a pair of Super
Bowl appearances and a Super Bowl
50 victory

ars,

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

HALOF FlE

Regis Jesuit girls basketball earns No. 3 national ranking

and Col-

Happy birthday, Calorade

Colorado’s top 150 sports moments

Colorade Sports Hall of Fame histo-
Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will velease the list every
week wntil the No. | moment on.July 31.
Plati and Broneos icon Jim Saccomana
will unveil the list weekly oa ¢ Coloru-

rian Do

D2
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Fame to publicize the definitive list of

m, Sparts Tiall of Fame podcast a colo-
oris.org/podeast/.
lh 59 - March 26, 2014
Jesuit girls' basketball team
the nation in the
ISA Today and Max
Preps, Caach Carl Matu
highest one from Colorado that has ever
cen ranked, topping No. 8 Thunder-
Ridge in 2005, The Rangers finished 26-2
{with both lnsses to out-of-state t
won their second stra

title, won games by an average score of
ed No, | Riveudale Baptit
61-46 and was the frst prep team in the
country L s of
the Year in Diani Akighog mm: Sustine
Hall. Unfortunately, Regis, one of four
ms invited to battle for the nationa
championship at Madison Square Gar-

Fuame historian

Denver Safeways claim their first National AAU basketball title

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
13,

the state’s 150¢h birthday
. Aug. I, The Denver Gazette has part
3 with the Colorado Sports Hall of
. 3 Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorade’s top 150 sports momenis,
Colorudo Sports Hail of Fume hisio
vian Dave Plati and a commitice of 10
compiled aned will release the list every
week until the No. i moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekiy on @ Colora

D2
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do Sports Hall of Fume podeast at ¢
jpodeast.

No. G0 « March 20, 1937

The Denver Safeways beat the top-
ranked Phillips Oilers from Bartlesville,
Okl 48-35, 1o win their first National
AAU basketball title. The 6,500-plus in
attendance at the downlown Audito
rium Arena witnessed Denver break a
7-all tie with 7 minutes remaining and
never trail again. After a free throw
from Jack McCracken and a Ter Colvin

hree-point play built & 4137 lead, the
Safeways went on Lo win (and again in
1039 and 1942). The tournament had
moved to Denver from Kansas City
three years Later in the
the inventor of the game of
Dr

1 drubbin in AT play. Na
1 afterwa mL Tt Lum
ealest team I've

Dave Plati, Colarado -wm il o
Fame historian

Colorado routs Alabama 47-33 in Liberty Bowl

Happy hir'zhduy. Colorado — and
Colorado s

Leading into the state's 150th birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver te has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the defini-
tive list of Colorado’s top 150 sports
moments

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery
week until the No. 1 moment on July
31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano will unveil the list weekly on a

D2 |
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ockies’ Todd Helton

Happy birthday, Colorado
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
ith the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publici efinitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 A/}ml\ ‘moments

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. I moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

THE DENVER GAZETTE | SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026

and Col-
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Jokic records first 30-20-20

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado spor

. Teading into the state’ 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hll of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 \pw 1s moments.

THE DENVER GAZETTE | FRIDAY, MAY 8, 2026

LT Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will rlease the list cvery

week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE | THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2026

Colorado Sports Hall n/l-'wm‘ pmuu,\/
at coloradosports.org/podeas)

No. 61 + Dec. 13, 196!

Though the cre mm for integration for
Alabama and falls to
after it blew out the Lrlmmn Tide
4221 in 1970, Bear Bryant got a taste
of an integrated team in the 1969 Lib-
erty Bowl. CU walloped \L\Lmnm 4733
with several Black players, including
a team captain, Bill Collins. “Mabama
sent over 40 players out for the coin
toss. Not to be intimidated, the two

tri-captains, Bobby Anderson and
Mike Pruett, stopped a few yards short
and let Collins take the last few steps to
midfield. In response 1o racist taunts,
the normally reserved Bill Brundige
e\pluded at’ halftime: “Did you hear
wmx [P ¢ calling our Black broth-
Colorado scorcd 16 fourth -quarter
pnmu Brundige had five of CU’s eight
sacks, Collins was in on 14 tackles and
Eddie Crowder’s Buffs got the best of
Bryant and the Tide.

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

ets Baseball HOF call

will unweil the list weekly on a Color
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast/.

The second Lulolndo Rockies player
got the call, as Todd Helton learned he
would join Larry Walker in the Base-
ball Hall of Fame. Helton played all 17
«u’ l||~ major league seasons in Denver,
ng with a career batting average

triple-double i

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-

radosports.org/podcast/.

March 7, 2025
In Denver’s 149-141 overtime win
over Phoenix at Ball Arena, Nikola

Jokic recorded the first
ple-double in NBA histor

of .316 with 369 home runs and 1,406
runs batted in. He also belted 592 dou-
bles and owned a career fielding per-
centage of 996, winning three Gold
Glove awards. Through 2025, only 193
players in MLB history who played 10
or more seasons spent. their entire ca-
reer with one team. Helton s tied for
415t on that list with his 17 years in
Colorado.

— Dave Plati,
Fame historian

Colorado Sports Hall of

n NBA history

rebounds and 22 assists. It it was just
the third 202020 game, previously
done by Wilt Chamberlin'and Russcl
Westbrook. It was actu: s
1818 game and only the cighth 20 i
game, Jol econd of his c His
est was agalnst Sacramenio six weeks
carlier. Also, the 22 assists were an
NBA record for a centet
Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of

Fame historian
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Gwozdecky leads Denver to seventh NCAA hockey championship

Happy birthday, Colorado
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. I moment on July 31.

and Col-

HALOF FE

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE | WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2026

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast/.

.64
April 9, 2005
The University of T
seventh NCAA I\n('l\v\' mh- with a 41 win
over North Dakota s had ad-
vanced to the final after defeating rival

med its

Colorado College, 62, two days earlier.
DU George Gwozdecky was named the
National Coach of the Year for leading
DU to back-to-back titles after not claim-
ing once since 1969. It was the third time
the Pioneers were crowned back-to-back
champions, having done so in 1960-1961
and 1968-1969, and just the rmmh Tepeat
titlist in the NCAA' 58-year his

Dave Plati, Colorado b/)ull\ Hall of
Fame historian

65 - November 6, 1937. CU All-American Byron White
single-handedly beats Utah at Salt Lake City, 17-7, in one of

his greatest games ever.
66

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Denver Bears win first game at Bears Stadium in front of record crowd

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports
/nlmg into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
mrul with the Colorado Sports uuu of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports munwm

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE | SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2026

do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at col
radosports.org/podcast/.

No.66 - Aug. 14,1948

A record Western League crowd of
¢ watched the Denver Bears de-
feat the Siou
gural game in Bears Sadium, which
was readied for play just days before
Willie Skeen went s-for5 with two
doubles and a triple, driving in three
runs to pace the Bears. The new ball-
park had lights installed from the get-

o, and the inaugural game was played
under the lights. The next day, in the
second game of a doubleheader, Sio

City center fielder Billy Pavlick hit the
first home run in the new park. On Sept.
3, in

a 50 Ixm m Des Moines, a new
danc set — 12,

ol nwh\u-
tory and was
Tiigh Stadium in 1965,

throughout its
named Mile

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

67
Colorado basketball wins NIT title over Duguesne

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sport

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 130 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
weel until the No. 1 moment on July 31.

HAL OF P

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE | FRIDAY, MAY 1, 2026

68
Babe Zaharias named AP

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150tk birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 130 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

AL OF P

D2 |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

CSU beats CU in state’s only

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the (nhnmln Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 .»pm ts moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July

THE DENVER GAZETTE | THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2026
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Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podcasty.

.67
March1s, 1940
The ity of Colorado returned
10 the NIT fo the second time in three

vears and this time won the trophy
with a 51-40 win over Duquesne. CU's

Bob Doll was named the tournament’s
nmnmlu..blu player; as he led all scor-
ament with 31 points.
The Butalocs defeated Debaul in uu-
semifinal two nights carlier,
force a rematch with the Duke:
beat CU at home, 47-45, two n\nl\llh
earlier and advanced to the
beatins Oklnhmxm A&M.
— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of

Fame historian

Greatest Female Athlete

will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/.

“Queen of the Fai
ways.” Babe Zaharias was named by The
Associated Press as the Greatest Female
Athleteof th fist half of the 20th centu-

ry. She lived in the Denver area for much
of the 16405 (and als0 spent consider.

able time at the Zaharias family farm in
Pueblo) and was cited for her prowe:
in both track and field
her time living in Colorado
straight golf tournaments, includ
US. Women's Amateur and Il\u Lad
British Open Amateur. At Cherry Hi
Country Club, she won for the fourth
time what then was considered a major,
the Women's Western Open.

" Dave Plati, Colorad Sports Hall of
Fame historian

nd golf. During
she won 17
Juding the
o

NCAA Tournament matchup

. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sa
unveil the list wee
Colopad Sports Hall of Fame podeast
at coloradosports.org/podcast/.

No.69 + March 13,1969
In the only postseason matchup of
two Colorado Division sketball
programs, mnr.mn State _defeated
No. 18 Colorado, 64-56, in
Midwest Regional in ) \Lml\.\n.\n Kan.

ams, who carned an at-large
entry, had four players in double
figures, led by Cliff Shegogg with 20
points. Cliff Meely had 32 points for
CU, the Big Eight Conference champi

on, but had little support otherwise.
T ater, in the E m‘lu,ln the
Rams lost to Drake, 84

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Broncos’ Marlin Briscoe becomes first Black starting QB in AFL or NFL

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame I
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery
'k until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE | TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2026
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will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at col
radosports.org/podcast/.

IIn 7l] (]m.ﬁ 1968

e Tensi was injured early
on, und Coiher quarterbacks were sid

lined, in the fourth game of the season,
the Broneos turned to Marlin Briscoe
10 start against the expansion Cin
nati Bengals
a rookie fi

Bears

coe,
ty, was

m.
m Omaha Univer

selected by Denver in the 14th round
of the 1968 AFL-NFL Draft. He became
the first African American to start a
game at_quarterback in professional
football, be it the AFL or NFL. It was
a defensive battle, and
the bench to throw a 4-yard touchdown
pass to Mike Haffner LlIL' in the game
to rally Denver to a 107

Dute Pats, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Broncos beat Packers in Monday Night Football blizzard game

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 1.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

D2 |
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do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast/.

No.T1« Oct. 15,1984

In one of the more memorable “Mon-
day Night Football” games, the 200th
televised by ABC, Denver defeated
Green Bay in blizzard conditions at
Mile High Stadium. The Packers f
l\lud on’ th two plays, Steve
overing the first and return-
i o 23 yards for a tonchdown, with
Louis Wright doing the same from 27

yards to give the Broncos a 14-0 lead
37 seconds into 'hr game.
held on to win, 17-
ond-quarter Re1d goal by the barefoot-
ed Rich Karlis was the diffe
the 62,546 that braved the elements
Foley (2026) and Wright (1992) z
¢ do Sports Hall of Fame induct-
ees as well as in the Broncos Ring of
Fame.

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian



https://www.denvergazette.com/2026/05/05/cu-all-american-byron-white-scores-all-of-buffs-points-in-win-over-utah-nov-6-1937-colorados-top-150-sports-moments/
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Colorado’s Top 150 Sports Moments

Sonny Lubick leads Colorado State to its first WAC title

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading mln the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug 1, enver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the defin
list of Colorado’s top 150 sports mo-

mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast

at coloradosports.org/podcast/.
No.72 - Nov. 19,1994

Less than two years after hiring Son-
n\, Lubick as the head football coach on

ments. 1, 1992, Colorado State earned its

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo- e, Wester Athnese Conferenee e
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10 since joining the league in 1968 with a
compiled and will release the it every - +4-42 win at Fresno State. The Bulldogs
week until the No. 1 moment on July jumped to a 24-3 second-quarter lead,
51 PItf and Broncos feon T Saceo. bt hrce touchdown runs by E.J. Wat-

D2 |
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son pulled CSU even in the third quar-
ter. A 30-yard blocked punt return for
a score by Raymond Jackson put the
Rams ahead for good at 31-27. The No.
10 Rams improved to 10-1 with the win
and were 71 in WAC play. CSU's first
league title since 1955 (Skyline) secured

a Holiday Bowl berth opposite Michi-

gan. Lubick was inducted into the Col-

orado Sports Hall of Fame in 2009.

HALL O

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of

Fame historian

Northern Colorado shocks, earns trip to College World Series

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.
i Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
. Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
h the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati nd Broneos icon Jim Saccomano

AL OF

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

CU icon Ceal Barry inducted into

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 130 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery
week until the No. I moment on July 31.

THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2026

D2 |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Babe Ruth and ‘Whiz-Bangs’ play at Denver’s Merchants Park

THE DENVER GAZETTE | WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorade — and Col-
orado sports.

Lecding twto the state’s 150th birthday
on Aug. 1, The Denver Gasette has part
e whth e Colsads Sports Hall o
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s lop 150 sporls mwmnh

Colarada Sports Hall of Fame histo-
vian Dave Plati and a commitiee of 10
eompiled and will velease the (st e
ok until the No. I moment on il
Plati and Brongos ieon Jim Saceomana

ery

b2 |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Broncos beat Boston Patriots in American Football League’s debut

THE DENVER GAZETTE | TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

uum ng rnm the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 2 te has part-
nered mrll r/w Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.

D2 |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Mile High Kennel Club brings dog racing to Denver

THE DENVER GAZETTE | TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150h birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the defini-
tive list of Colorado’s top 150 sports
moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee o
10 compiled and will release the list
every week until the No. 1 moment on

s

78 - June 21, 1975 - The first Red Zinger Bicycle Classic,
sponsored by Boulder’s Celestial Seasonings (and later the
Coors Brewing Company in 1979), is staged for the first
time.

| THE DENVER GAZETTE | WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2026
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will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at col
radosports.org/podcast).

No.73

May 31-June1,1974

In the NCAA baseball District 7 play-
offs in Greeley, Northern Colorado
swept the series against No. I-ranked

rizona, defeating the Wildcats 6-5 in
the first game and 6-2 in the second
to earn a trip to the College World Se-

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.

ries. The Bears, who swept Gonzaga to
reach the finals, improved to 31-11 on
the season and ended Arizona’s
‘with a 58-6 record in one of the all-time
upsets in I\CAA history. Rick Thoren (7-
1) scattered five hits, and UNC broke a
2-2 tie with two runs in both the sixth
and seventh innings in the series finale
for coach Tom Petroff, a 2002 Colorado
Sports Hall of Fame inductee.

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Women's Basketball Hall of Fame

leading CU to four conference titles and
12 NCAA Tournament berths, with six
NCAA Sweet 16 and three El ht
Hired on April 12, 1983,

No.74 « June9, 2018
University of Colorado women
ketball coach Ceal Barry was inducte
into the Women's Basketball Hall of
Fame. In 22 seasons coaching the Buf-
faloes, she compiled a 427-242 record,

Das-

will unvedl the list wocekly on a Colora
(o Sports Hatt of Fame podcast at goio-
radesports, ovgpodcast/.

No.75+ Oct. 28, 1922

In what was illed at the time as “the
biggest (hing in the history of Den
ver baschall,” Babe Ruth came 1o Den-
ver with fellow New York Yankee Bob
Meusel) to play in an exhibition at Mer
chants Park Ruth played on Carl Millik
Whiz-angs;" while: Meusel suited

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Color
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/.

Hn. 76+ Sept.9,1960

59-yard pass play from 1983 Col-
on(lu Sports Hall of Fame inductee
Frank Tripucka to Al Carmichael and
a 76-yard punt return by Gene Mingo
gave the underdog Denver Broncos a

July 31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim
Saccomano will unveil the list
Iy on a Colorado Sports Hall of Fame
podeast at  coloradosports.org/pod-
cast/.

No.77+ July 11,1349

The grand opening of the Mile High
Kennel Club took place, officially
bringing greyhound dog ra o the
Denver metro area. Built on proper-
ty in Adams County, the grandstand

cek-

to replace Sox Walseth, Barry coached
her final game at CU on March 2, 2005.
She was inducted into the Colorado
Sports Hall of Fame in 2006.

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

up for the Denver Bears. Ruth went
Ffor-5 with two home runs, a double,
two singles and a stolen base, leading
the Whiz-Bangs 1o a 9.6 win. Meusel
was 2-for4 with two singles. Before the
game, Ruth and state £olf champion
Larry Dromfeld attempted Lo break the
warld record for driving s golf ball (350
yards), but cold temperatures (in the
40s) prevented a new record.

Dave Plati, Colorada Sports Hal of
Fieme historian

13-10 win over the ston Patriots as
the American Football League ishered
in its initial scason before 21,597 fans
t Boston University Ficld n the pre-
season, the Broncos lost 43-6 to the
Patriots. Mingo, a 2014 Ring of Fame
inductee, also became the first Black
placekicker in " professional football
during this game.

 Dave Plat, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

seated 3,800 people.
the Rocky Mountain Kennel Club
in Colorado Springs (on July 1) and
the Pueblo Kennel Club (Aug. 1) also
began operations, with two others
emerging in later years (Cloverleaf in
Loveland, Interstate in Byers). Dog
racing would cease in 2008 and even-
tually be officially outlawed in the
state in 2014.

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

That same year,

Regis Rangers win National Catholic Invitational Basketball tournament

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

i OF Pl
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do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at calo
radosports.org/podeast/.

No.75

March 26, 1949

The Regis Rangers won the inaugural

National Catholic Invitational Basket-

ball (NCIB) tournament in their only

.xppc..xmnu- defeating St. Francis, NY.,
Playing in Denver, Regis defeated

l(mA (63-51), St. Francis, Pa. (66-49) and

Loyola, Md. (67-60) to reach the champi-

onship game. Coached by 1997 Colorado

Sports Hall of Fame inductee Larry Var-
nell, Reis finished with a 34-3 record.
‘The tournament went defunct after 1952.
The first NCAA championships in any
sport were held in the state when Colora-
do A&M hosted the 19th NCAA wrestling
championships in its South College Gym-
nasium. Oklahoma A&M won its 16th
wrestling title; the host Aggies finished
10th. OKlahoma A&M also hosted the
1952 event when CU tied for sixth.

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

80

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Kersey's Bruce Ford wins bareback rodeo world title

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Lualnu, into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

radosports.

do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-

During his career, he shattered or tied
every bareback riding record: all-time
bareback earnings; most NFR bareback

(8); and tied for the

nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of

No.76 « Dec. 9,1979

Colorado’s top 150 sports moment:

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
weelk until the No. 1 moment on Jull

D2 |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

BOLDERBoulder hits

THE DENVER GAZETTE | SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
otte has part-
‘nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

i Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July
31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-

D2
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Bruce Ford (1996 Colorado Sports

st of five world titles in rodeo
bareback riding. He went on to capture
the titles in 1980, 1982, 1983, and 1987.

most world bareback champion titles
with five. In 1982, he became the first
cowboy to win more than $100,000 in
asingle event in one year and had over
$1 million in career earnings.
—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

streets for first time

mano will unweil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podeast
at coloradosports.org/podeast/.

No. 81 May 28,1979

The first BOLDERBoulder was held,
starting and ending on the streets of
Boulder. The co-creation of Bank of
Boulder president Steve Bosley and
Olympic medalist Frank Shorter, the
inaugural race had 2,200 finishers. In
1981, in cooperation with the Univer-

sity of Colorado, the race’s finish was
moved to Folsom Field, with Shorter

e winner, and in the years since, has
annually drawn anywhere from 40,00
to 50,000 runners (over 15 million
finishers through 2025); the event is
the third-largest 10K race in the na-
tion and ends with the country’s larg-
est Memorial Day celebration

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Ezolorado Rapids win first MLS championship

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the definitive
list of Colorado’s top 150 sports mo-
ments

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every

HALLOF P
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week until the No. 1 moment on July
31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano will unveil the list weelly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast
at coloradosports.org/podcast/.

=
5

Nov. 21, 2010

The Colorado Rapids
first Major League Soc
defeating FC Dallas, 2-1

claimed their
er Cup title,
n Toronto

in extra time. Forward Macoumba
Kandii’s shot was deflected by a Dallas
defender and scored as an own goal.
The Rapids finished 12-8-10 for fifth
place in the more competitive Western
Conference, but were actually seeded
third in the playoffs in the East. They
defeated Columbus and San Jose to
reach the final

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

The International debuts at Castle Pines

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the definitive
list of Colorado’s top 150 sports mo-
ments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery

HiLOF
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

| THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2026

week until the No. 1 moment on July
31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
‘mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast
at coloradosports.org/podcast/.

No.83

Aug. 14,1986

The first regular PGA Tour stop in the
state since the Denver Open (1947-63)
debuted in Castle Rock, as Denver oil-

man Jack Vickers created The Interna-
tional at Castle Pines, which featured
the unique Stableford scoring format
Ken Green won the inaugural event
over Bernhard Langer. But not all pla
ers liked the format. JA(k Nicklaus, for
one, umugm it was “stupid and sill

and the Golden Bear was close friends

with x ek
Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Metro State wins NCAA Division Il national championship

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

¥ l/mlmg into the state’s 150th birthday

The Denver Gazette has p

mered with the Colorad Sports Hell of
Feme t0 publictze the defiitoe Lt of
Colorado’s to orts moments

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame isto-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Colorado Mesa women reach NCAA Division Il Final Four

| THE DENVER GAZETTE | WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into rhmnm‘ s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
mered woith the Colorado Sports 1l oF
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments,

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
weelk until the No. I moment on July 31
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

| THE DENVER GAZETTE |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2026

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/.

No. 84 - March 25, 2000

he Metro State R(mdnmm s dealt
favorite Kentucky
cotback to claim the \1,\4 Bivision
1l mens basketball championship,
ging a loss to them in the 1999

ave

will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/.

No. 85 - March 26, 2026

he Colorado Mesa women's basket-
ball team just missed advancing to the
NCAA Divi I title game, falling
to Indiana University of Pennsylvania,
75-70. The Mavericks fell behind 12-0
but rallied to tie the game at 23-all
before trailing 36-29 at the half. CMU

finals. An '\mc can and tournam

with 32 pn\nt\ and Mike Dunlap
honored as the NABC National Coach
of the Year as Metro finished with a
record. Anzures was the first Di-
n 11 state college plaver to earn
rst-team All-American honors.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
ume historian

never got closer than four the rest of
the way. Olivia Reed Thyne led Mes:
with 34 points, 14 rebounds and three
blocked shots as the Mavericks finished
the season with a 37-2 record, having

won 34 in a row — the longest streak
in state history — prior to the semifinal
loss. The 37 wins are also the most
the state by a college team — men’s or
women's.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

[ 1]
Colorado’s Bill McCartney gets first win over Nebraska

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug. 1, enver Gaz
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the defni-
tive list of Colorado’s top 150 sports
moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July

ette has

s

D2 | THEDENVER GAZETTE | SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2026

31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
‘mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast
at coloradosports.org/podcast/.

No.B6 + Oct. 25,1986

Colorado’s 20-10 win over No. 3 Ne-
aska in Boulder became known as
he Turning Point” in the 13-year
Bill McCartney coaching era. Not only
was it CU's first win over the Huskers
since 1967, but it was also the high-

gst-ranked opponent the Buffsloes
had defeated in The Buffs
defense shined, Imhlm». Nebraska to
123 yards rushing. The Huskers lat-
er finished second in the nation that
vear with 306 per game. The fourth
quarter opened
down pass on a h
Oliver to Lance C:
score lead at

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

1, giving CU a two-
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Colorado’s Top 150 Sports Moments

Denver Summit FC plays in front of record home crowd

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sport

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
weelk until the No. 1 moment on July 31.

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Color
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/.

No.87

March 28, 2026

Before a National Women's Soccer
League record crowd, the Denver Sum-
mit FC )ﬂd\kd its first home game, duel-
ing to a scoreless tie with the Washing-

ton Spirit with 63,004 in attendance at
Empower Field at Mile High. It topped
the lcag\m best of 40,061 set by Bay FC
— also versus Washington in August
2025. It was the second-largest crowd
ever for an inaugural home game by
a state team, behind the 80,227 at the
Rockies-Expos opener in 1993,

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

94

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Denver native Johnny Mauro races in Indianapolis 500

Happy birthday, Colorodo — and Cal
orado spor
Le udmgmm the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and @ committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/.

No.94- May?.l,lw

A native of Denve vear old John-
ny Mauro became le first Coloradan
to race in the Indianapolis 500. He
started 27th with his Alfa Romeo

198 laps before being flagged, finish-
ing cighth. His average speed was
12179 miles per hour. Mauro raced in
Indy cars for Ferrari in the 1940s and
1950s; his family owned several car
dealerships and was the only Ferrari
importer in Denver for many years.
passed away due touer accident

in 2005 at the age of 9
—Dave Plati, Culnmdu Sports Hall of
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Boulder’'s Marianne Martin wins first women’s Tour de France
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week until the No. I moment on July 31 chassis and engine and completed Fame historian
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Colo-
rado sports. Leading into the state’s 1501
birthday Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s op 130 sports moments.
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on.July 31

THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Broncos start record sellout streak with win over Steelers

Happy birthday, Colorado — and

Colorado sports

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast/.

0.88
.vuly 22,1984
Boulder's Marianne Martin won the
inaugural women's Tour de Franc
The 26-year-old University of Colora

31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano will unveil the list weekly on a

do graduate, who didn't make the US
Olympic Cycling team, completed the
616-mile, 18-stage course in 29 hours,
39 minutes, 2 seconds, besting Helen
Hage of the Netherlands by 3 min-
utes, 17 seconds. Crowned champion in
Buris, gver 2 milion people ined the
course for the final stage.

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

sellout streak that has reached 464
games at the end of the 2025 season

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL
Town and Gown opens — and remains third-oldest public golf club in U.S.
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading intothe staie's 150 birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
v eith he Colorads Sports Hll o
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery

TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Dave Logan wins 13th state football ¢

week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-

radosports.org/podeast/.
No. 95 - May 1898

“Town and Gown Golf Club opened in
Colorado Springs. To this day, the course
is one of the oldest continuously oper-

ated 18-hole public golf cours
of the Mississippi and the third-oldest
overall. The course was purchased by
William Jewett in 1910 and renamed
the Colorado Springs Golf Club. On
June 25, 1919, it was renamed in honor
of his wife, Patty Jewett, after he
ed the property to the city for $1.

Dave Pati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

hampionship

Leading into the state’s 150th birth- — Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast — 440 regular-season games and 24
. day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has at coloradosports.org/podcast/. P on games. The streak was not
; . partnered with the Colorado Sports paused during the 2020 season when
Hall of Fame to publicize the defini- No.89 +Sept. 21,1970 government  restrictions  around Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-  Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano 1o win titles at four sehools (no one else
tive list of Colorado's top 130 sports  The Denver Broncos COVIDA9 limited  attendance. The orado sports. will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-  has more than two), he moved into a tie
i first home game after maximum people allowed in contin- Leading into the state’s 150th birthday for the 20th-most nationally. He added
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Colorado Springs’ Judy Bell named president of USGA
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Colorado grad Bill Toomey wins gold medal in decathlon

THE DENVER GAZETTE

-NFL
Pittsburgh

Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-

do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
Y.

to his winningest total in Colorado, as

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo- merger, defeating the ued the streak. < radosports.org/podeast,
rian Dave Plati and a commitice of 10 Steclers, 16-13. The game w b2 nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of carlier in the decade, he passed Limon's
compiled and will release the list every before a sellout crowd Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall Fume to publiciz the defnitive list of - No.96 « Dec. 8, 2025 Lloyd Gaskill , who won 10. Logan's 355
tecch until the No. 1 moment on July  starting a professional sports-record of Fame historian i Colorado's top 150 sports moments. Cherry Creek sprinted to a 28-0 lead are second all-time in the state, as

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July

States Golf Association (USGA) and
elected to a tw 'm (1996-97). A

D2 |
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WSL awards Denver expansion franchise
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Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2026

and went on to defeat Ralston Valley,
28, giving head coach Dave Logan
his 13th state championship, his sev-
enth with the Bruins. As the only coach

winning percentage through
the 2025 season.

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Leading into the state’s 13 th-  31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco- member of the World Golf and Colora- Happy birthday, Colorado — and m,[,‘ until the No. 1 moment on July chise, which began play earlier this
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has —mano will unveil the list weekly on a  do Golf halls of fame, she was the first Colorado sports. 1. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco- month. The expansion fee was $110
partnered with the Colorado Sports Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast female president of the organization 3 Leading into the state’s 150th birth- mano will unveil the list weekly on a  million and the team was officially

Hall of Fame to publicize the defini-
tive list of Colorado’s Lop 150 sports
moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and @ committee of 10

TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

Leading into the state’s 15001 birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Lulmud() Sports
Hall of Fame to publici defini-
tive list of Colorado’s top s sports
moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list ever:
week until the moment on July
31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-

at coloradosports.org/podeast/.

No.90 « Jan. 27,1996
Colorado Springs resident Judy Bell
was named president of the United

mano will unveil the list weekly on a
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podeast
at eoloradosports.org/podeast/.

No. !Il ﬂct 19,1968
Uni ity of Colorado track
can and graduate Bill Toom-
ey won the gold medal in the decath-
lon at the Mexico City Summer Olym-
He won three of the 10
cter run, the long
400-meter run,

Z

jump and the
which he set a world decathlon record.

since it was founded in 1894. She had
Deen its vice president.

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

He racked up an Olympic-record 8,193
total points, winning by 82 over East
Germany's Hans-Joachim Walde in the
33-man field. Toomey won 23 of the 38
dmmmm he competed in, including
the 1967 Pan American Games lead-
ing up to The Olympics, and held the
world record for the most points in a
decathlon for nearly three years. He
was inducted into the CSHOF in 1971

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

HIL OF
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day Aug. 1, er Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the definitive
list of Colorado’s top 150 sports mo-
ments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every

FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 2026

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast

at coloradosports.org/podcast/.

No.97

Jan. 30, 2025

e Natonal WomerssSocer g
(NWSL) awards an
chise to Denver, the |('-IL,\I(‘\ 16th fran-

named Denver Summit FC. The team
made its debut last Saturday, dropping
2241 decision to Bay FC at PayPal Park
in San Jose. Melissa Kossler scored the
first goal in franchise history in the
20th minute,

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Hugo’s Pearson scores high-school record 12 rushing TDs

AL OF P

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on.July 31
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

vill unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast.

No.98

Sept. 26,1930

Ken Pearson scored a national high
school record that still stands - 12
rushing touchdowns in Hugo's 176-6
‘win over Vona at home. The 12 touch-
downs remain a state record and are
tied for the second-most in the his-

tory of high school football nation-
ally. The 182 combined points were
the most in a Colorado prep game at
the time and, almost a century later
is still second; the margin of victo-
ry s still first. Hugo scored over 100
points two other times that season
(106-0 over Flagler, 104-0 versus Bur-
lington). Pearson died in 2008 at the
age of 96

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian
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Denver’s Jerome Biffle wins city’s first Olympic gold medal
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Broncos icon Floyd Little blows kisses to fans in Mile High goodbye
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150(h birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazelte has par
nered with zlu: (,ulwudu Sports Hall of
Fame to pub the definitive list of

week until the No. 1 moment on July 31

FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2026

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Color
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podeasl/.

No.92

(long) jump at the Summer Olympics

, Finland. In claiming the
;om wh a jump of 757 meters (24
feet, , the 23-year-old was
the uw of Denver's first Olympic gold
medal winner and second medalist. He
beat Cornell graduate Meredith Gour-

Fame historian

Pueblo Central, Pueblo Centennial football rivalry begins

AL O

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE | THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2026 Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo- 18-under par 270 scorecard earned — the state to win the US. Open; and Bill
§ rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10 him $2150. It was his sixth straight ~Wright winning the 1959 Public Links

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the statcs 1500k birday

, The Denver Gazelte has part-

ered with the Colorado Sports Holl of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. I moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at col
radosports.org/podeast/.

.93
Nov. 24,1892
One of the state’s oldest high school
football rivalries was born on_this
Thanksgiving when Pueblo Central de-
feated Pueblo Centennial, 4-0 (touch-
downs were worth four points at the
time; the conversion was missed). Cit-

ed previously as one of the greatest
moments in Publo sports history, the
touchdown was scored by \h\nm his
first name unknown. They have
125 times overal, the most of any high
:chuul rivaley in the state, and along
, the game became known as
the Bell Game, the 75th of which w
played last Scplmub(r Central leads
the series, 63-53, with nine ties.
Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Ben Hogan wins Denver Open at Wellshire Golf Course
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150tk birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-

rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 130 sports moment:

compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2026

do Sports Eall o Fame podeast at colo-
rados odeast,

No.99- I]ec. 14 1975

game at 1010 in the third quarter, he
scored what proved to be the winning
points with a 66-yard touchdown re-
ception on a screen pass from Steve
Ramsey. Little then scored the final

do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
adosports.org/podeast/.
No. 100 - Aug. 22,1948
Ben Hogan won the Denver Open
at Wellshire Golf Course, defeating
Fred Haas Jr, by one stroke. Hogan's

win on the PGA Tour, the second-lon-
gest streak at the time and still tied
for the third-longest steak. (It was not
matched until 2000 by Tiger Woods).

points of the game on a 2-yard TD run
with 1:57 to play, finishing the game

i rds on 19 carries and five re-
ceptions for 94 yards. Fans, who braved

Colorado’s mp 150 sports moments July 21,1952 dine, who earlier had beaten him in the v nered wih the Coloruds Syorts Hall of . Floyd Litle capped s nine year pro-  the 15-degres temperatures o watch
AL OF e Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-  Denver native, East High School and (Jl)mpl( “Trials, for the gold by an inch- B Fame to public: e definitive m: of ional career by leading Denver toa the NFLs seventh all-time leading
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10 University of Denver graduate Jerome ~ and-a-half. Colorado’s top 150 »pm[@ ‘momen 2510 win over Philadelphia in his final  rusher in his final home appearance,
compiled and will release the list every  Biffle wins the gold medal in the broad  —Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of ik Colorado Sports Hall of Fume Aisto- home game. After the Eagles tied the  gave him standing ovations cvery time

he left the field and carried him off as
he blew kisses to the spectators in Mile
High Stadium’s fabled South Stands

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Wellshire opened in August 1926 and
will celebrate its 100th annive

sary t

ummer. Its history includes the lon-
xm active continuous tournament in
Colorado (the Wellshire 4-ball); Arnold
Palmer finishing third in the 1958 Den-
ver Open, two years before returning to

title, the first African American to win
a major golf tournament,

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian




Colorado’s Top 150 Sports Moments
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Bob Howsam brings minor league baseball to Denver

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado spor
Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list eve

that elevated Denver into the Ameri
Association and Triple-A baseball,
multaneously with the New York Yan-
kees remaining the parent club of the
franchise with its move to Denver. It
would trigger a series of events over

the next 40 years for the city to get a
fter weeks of speculation and nego-

major league franchise.
tiation, Bob Howsam purchased the de-  —Dauve Pl

ati, Colorado Sports Hall of
funct Kansas City franchise for §75,000  Fame historian

wek until the No. 1 moment on July 3.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/,

No. 101+ Nov. 29,1954
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SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Jack Nicklaus wins U.S. Amateur at The Broadmoor on Sept. 19, 1959

THE DENVER GAZETTE | SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorade — and
Colorado sporis.
Leading ineo the state’s I50th birth
day Aug. 1, The Denver Guzetle has
{ with the Colarado Sports
ini

every week until the No. | moment on
July 31, Plati and Broncos icon Jim
Saccomano will wnvedl the list wee
1w on a Colarado Sports Hall of Fame
padcast ar coloradosports.org/pod-
castf.

Nicklaus emersing as the winner an
the Broadmoor Fast Course, def
ing Charlie Coe, 1 up. s the first
USGA championship of is career. He
won all eight matches over the gru-
eling weeklong test, starting with a

tive dist of Colorado’s top 150 sports Feanil- aver Robert Tyre Jones
momenis. No. 102 - Sept. 19,1959 1L son of iconic goll slar Bobby
Colorado Spores Halt of Fome hista-  The US. Amatenr was held for the Jones

frst. time in U stale, wil 19-year
ald 0 ¢ University junior Jack

vian Dave Plati and a commitiee of
10 compiled and will release the lst

Dave Plali, Colorado Sports Hall
of Fame historian

NCAA title

sity of Maine in Boston. Gabe Gauthi-
er took a pass from Connor James and
scored on a power play for the game's
only goal at the 12:26 mark of the first
period. DU goalie Adam Berkhoel
stopped 24 Black Bear shots on goal
to carn the shutout, including two in
the final 90 seconds when Maine had
a rare 6-on-3 man advantage.

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

D2 | THEDENVER GAZETTE |
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Denver Pioneers hockey wins sixth

Happy birthda

Colorado sport

Leading into the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports  at coloradosports.org/podeast.

Hall of Fame to publicize the definitive

list of Colorado’s top 150 sports mo- N0.103

ments. April 10,2004

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-  The Denver Pioncers won their sixth
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10 first
compiled and will release the list every — with a1-0 win over the Univer-

FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2026

Colorado — and. week until the No. 1 moment on July
31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-
mano ml[ unveil the list weekly on a

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podeast

AL OF P

years
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Rockies hockey club debuts vs. Maple Leafs at McNichols Sports Arena

Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug. 1, zette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the defini-
tive list of Colorado’s top 150 sports

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2026

week until the No. I moment on July ~game, defeating the Toronto Maple
31. Plati and Broncos icon Jim Sacco-  Leafs, 4-2, before a sparse crowd of
mano will unveil the list weekly on a  7.3! at McNichols Sports Arena.
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast ~ Rookie Larry Skinner scored the first
at coloradosports.org/podeast/. Colorado goal, which was assisted by

Chuck Arnason and Wilf Paicment,

No. 104 - Oct. 5, 1976 who had a goal and two assists. Two

moments. Hockey was back but n the NHL for - Rockics goalies combined 10 stop 39
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-  the first time. The Kansas City Scouts  of 41 shol

rian Dave Plati and a committee of 70 had relocated to Denver as the Col-

Dave Plati, Colorado Spor
compiled and will release the list every  orado Rockies. They won their first —of Fame historian

enver G

Hall

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Thanks to Suplizio, JUCO World Series lands in

Happy birthda,
Coloradn sports

Leading into the state’s 150k birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazelle has
partmered with the Coforado Sports
Hall of F ublicize the defini
tive Jis of Cotorado’s tap 150 sports
moments.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2026

3]
Grand Junction

Colorada — and 31, Plari and Broncos fcon Jim Saceo- held in Miami, but the former major
mano will unveil the list weekiy on ¢ leaguer sold Ui baseball congress on
Coloradv Sports Halt of Fame podeast  relocating the tournament in 1959 to
a coloradosporis.ong/podeast/. Grand Junclion, where it has been
held ever since and played on the

No. 105 - May 24,1959 field that has been named in his hon
The driving force behind Grand or. Paris (Texas) Junior College won
Junction, landing the Division [ Ju-  the st one held in Grand Junction,

Sen

Colorada Sporis Hall of Fame higio-  mior College World Serie: heating hwnul'rn OKlahama in
rian Dave Plati and a commitice of 10 Suplizio, who setiled there Anu B the tie ;.mm bk

compiled and will release the list e professional playing days. The in-  —Duve Plati, mhamu‘n Sports Hall
week until the No. I moment on !y/y augural event the year before was of Fame histo

Dz |

106

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Air Force football earns first New Year's Day bowl berth

THE DENVER GAZETTE | TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2026

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
odcast/.

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-  radosports.org,

ered i the Colorado Sports Hal of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of - N0.106+ Jan. 1,1959
he Air Force Academy, the football

Colorado’s top 13 wm ‘moments.
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo- program in just its fourth year of ex-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10 istence and ranked No. 6, earned its
first New Year's Day bowl berth, op-

compiled and will release the list every
weel until the No. I moment on July 31. ~ posite No. 10 TCU in the Cotton Bowl

On a cool, 48-degree day in Dallas,
the teams battled to a scoreless tie
combining for 458 yards of offens
as well as fumbling the ball 13 times
and turning it over eight times. AFA,
t season under coach Ben
Martin, fnished 902 and was nde-
against state schools (CU, CSU

).
—Duuﬂ Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

D2 |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Colorado College erupts for 13 goals in NCAA championship

THE DENVER GAZETTE | SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hail of Fame podcast at col
Leading into the state’s 150th birth-

radosports.org/podcast/.
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has

. partnered with the Colorado Sports  No 107
: Hall of Fame to publicize the definitive  March 18, 1950

two others. CC poured it on in the third
period, scoring 10 goals. Coach Ched-
dy Thompson's team beat Boston Col-
lege, 10-3 in the semifinals. Colorado
Sports Hall of Famer Andy Gambucci
was a member of that team. CC (18-5-1)

list of Colorado’s top 150 sports mo-  Colorado College won the state’s first  scored 190 goals in 24 games, including
ments. NCAA championship, played in Colora- 10 or more on nine occasions. The 13

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

ockey team . gonls remain the mostin a champion-
ship game, matched ustone time — by
CCin 1

HALL OF FAE

Ray led the offensive u.plo:lon with
four goals and two assists, with Tony
Frasca scoring twice and assisting on

ave mu. Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian
D2 |

THE DENVER GAZETTE | FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2026
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Forsherg leads largest comeback in Avalanche history

AL OF
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado_sports. Leading into the

s 150th birthday Aug. 1, The
Denver Gazette has partnered with
the Colorado Sports Hall of Fame to
publicize the definitive list of Colora-
do’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of
10 compiled and will release the list
every week until the No. 1 moment
on July 31. Plati and Broncos icon

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

CSU baskethall wins surprise WAC title after ‘Lean on Me’ viewing

D2 |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Lewis ‘Dude’ Dent dies in World War Il after star career at Craig ngh

THE DENVER GAZETTE |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Boulder's Carpenter-Phinney wins Olympic gold

THE DENVER GAZETTE |
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Happy Imzmlw. Colorado — and Col-
orado spor

Luulm;, i the state’s 1501 birthday

ig. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-

‘mered with the (ﬂlmu(lu Sports Hall of
Fame to publici definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 \pm ts moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fume histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150th. Imzhdw
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has

Jim_Saccomano will unveil the list
weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame podeast at coloradosports.org/
podeast.

No.108
March 3, 1999
Peter Forsberg led the largest come-

back in Avalanche history, scoring

three goals with three assists for six
points in Colorado’s

ami. With the Panthers ahead

5-0,

will unveil the list weckly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/.

No.109 - March 4, 1989

Heading into the final day of the reg-
ular season, Colorado State men's bas.
ketball was 11-4 in Western Athletic
Conference play, tied atop the stand-
ings with New Mexico and one game
up on Texas-El Paso. Coach Boyd Grant,
seeking to ease the tension among the

will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at col
radosports.org/podcast/.

nered with the Colorado Sports ot uf No. 110 « Aug. 25,1944

Fame to publicize the defini
Colorado’s top 130 sports moments
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
mm,mm fand il recase he st
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has pml—
nered with the Colorudo Sports H
Fame to publicize the definitive h\t n/
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
weel until the No. 1 moment on July 31.

SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Windsor High School wins national basketball champlonshlp

HALL OF Y
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Luxdmg into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
s i e Colora Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. I moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Nuggets play in the highest-scoring game in NBA history

Happy hirmduu, Colorado — and Col-
orado spor.

Leading o the states 1501 birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the (nhm)(ln Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the dej /mmm' list of
Colorado’s top 1 o

Colorado Sports Wl of Tame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

D2 | THEDENVER GAZETTE |
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do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast,

The highest-scoring game in
history took place at McNichols Sports
Arena in Denver. The Nuggets and De-
troit Pistons combined for 370 points
ina three-overtime thriller. The Pistons
Teft town with a 186-184 win. It was tied
at 74 at halftime and 145 at the end of
regulation. While the Nuggets and

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Pueblo Junior College wins NJCAA basketball title

D2 |
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committce of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2026

itive list of

One of the top athletes from north-
west Colorado, Lewis “Dude” Dent, w:
gunned down by Nazi forces near
e France, in World War 11, T carned
cight letters combined in football, bas-
ketball and track at Craig High School
and earned a football scholarship

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/.

No. 111 < July 29,1984

Boulder’s Connie Carpenter-Phinney
became the first American woman to
win a gold medal in Olympic road cy-
cling, winning the 79-kilometer race at
the Los Angeles Summer games. Neck-

will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast/.

No.112
April 5,1924
iny Windsor High School, the two-
ate champ from the town with
the same name northeast of Loveland

and pupummm nf 1290, won the
National  Interscholastic ~Basketball
Championship. in Lhmw defeating

Pistons combined to take 251 shots,
cach team was just 1-0f-2 from 3-point
, 140 of the 142 field goals
ional two-point baskets. Six
players scored 28 or more  poines Four
had over 40, with Denver's Kiki Vande-
weghe leading 5

h 51, Alex
English adding 47 and Dan Issel 28. De-
troit was led by Isaiah Thomas with 47
points and John Long’s

41,

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast/.

Today’s top moment
sports history:

No. 114 « March 18, 1961

In Hutchinson, Kan., Pueblo Junior
College won the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association’s (NJCAA)

in Colorado

Forsberg got the Avs on the board at
the 18211 mark of the second period
Colorado then exploded for a team
record-tying six goals in ‘e hivd pe-
riod, with Forsberg scoring the third
and final goals, with the other four
put in the net by four different play
ers. The six points by Forsberg tied
the Avalanche single-game record set
by Joe Sakic in 1996.

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports
of Fame historian

Hall

lLdm lnuk the Rams to a Friday night
an on Me” Durham

Seoreast wum tolead CSU to an 8972
win. The Rams shot 78% from the field
in the second half (14-0f-18, including
six 35) to pull away for a decisive
umph. Later that day, New Mexico was
upset at home by Hawaii (7170). CSU
won its first conference title sin
Mountain States in 1954,

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

o

to Colorado A&M, where he carned
all-conference honors and the Moun-
tain States Conference “best all-around
athlete” honor in 1943, Four credits shy
of carning his degree in mechanical en-
gincering, he was called up to fulfil his

commission. He was awarded
Silver Star posthumously for gal-
lantry in action against an enemy of
the United States.

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian bronze medal in

medal in cycling

and-neck with fellow American Re-
becea Twigg, the two accelerated into
a frantic sprint over the final 50 me-
ters, with Carpenter winning by all of
2 inches to claim the gold. It would be
40 years until the next American wom-
an would win the gold. Her husband,
Davis I’han\ won a hmnzu medal in
cycling in th

" e Plat, Colorads Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Yankton, $.D., 25-6. The event start-
ed with 40 teams, and in the end, the
Bulldogs beat four other state champi-
ons and won five games in all, the only
undefeated team left standing. Arthur
Law led the way in the title game with
points. The school changed its ni
name to Wizards fnlluwlﬂL the win af-
ter being referred to as such in media
accounts,

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

| March 18, 1961

basketball title, completing a fous
game tourney sweep by defeating Ty-
Ter (Texas), 79-66. Bob Warlick, named
the tournament’s MVP, led the Indians,
scoring 86 total points. He had 26 in
the title game. The team was coached
by the late Harry Simmons, a 1982 in-
duuu \mo the Colorado Sports Hall
of Fam

ave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Colorado’s Top 150 Sports Moments

Avalanches’ Cale Makar makes history in his NHL debut

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part
‘nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

D2 |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

CU Buffs win ‘Fifth Down Game’ against Missouri

THE DENVER GAZETTE | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026

Happy m,-rm/uy Colorado — and Col-
orado spor

Lmnlmgmm the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver G
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.

lati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast/.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026

tte has part-

D4 |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

THE DENVER GAZETTE |

will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at col
radosports.org/podcast/.

Today’s top moment in
sports history:

No. 115« April 15, 2013

One of the great debuts in local hock-
ey history, and it happened in the
playoffs. Three days after Cale Makar
was named winner of the Hobey Bak-
er Award as the top collegian and two

Colorado

Today’s top moment in Colorado

sports history:

llo.]lﬁ Oct. 6,1990

exactly the greatest moment,
but certainly a memorable one since
it has oceurred three times in history:
CU’s 33-31 win at Missouri made major
headlines. Trailing 31-27, the Buffs had

piked
lnll md ll\m Eric Bmmcnly mslud
up the middle to the 1; he was stopped
short on his next try, and Johnson
spiked the ball to stop the clock with

days after his UMass Minutemen lost
to Minnesota in a Frozen Four semifi-
nal, Makar made his professional de-
but in Game 3 of the first round of the
Stanley Cup s. The first (and to
date only) defenseman in NHL history
to make his debut in the playoffs and
seorea goal in his very first game - and

n his very first shot-on-goal - in Colo-

d 6-2 win over the Calgary Flames.
—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

two seconds left. Johnson then scored
on a dive up the middle — on what
turned out to be fifth down. What
happened is that the chain crew never
moved the down marker from second

in terrible condition, and the correct
shoe was needed 1o avoid slipping. The
Tigers never informed CU of that fact,
and coaches documented 92 olips and
falls by Buff players — 16 of which were
documented and shown on ESPN's Col
lego GameDay the next Saurday

e Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Mmu‘ hrsrmt(m

Gerald H. and Allan R. Phipps keep pro football in Denver

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150¢h birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
mered with the Colorad Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definit
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31,
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

<

list o

D2 |
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CSU, Wyoming football meet in first

THE DENVER GAZETTE | SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21,2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports. Leading into the state
150th birthday Aug. 1, The Denver Ga-
zette has partnered with the Colorado
Sports Hall of Fame to publicize the de-
Jinitive list of Colorado’s top 150 sports
‘moments

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

HALLOF FAE
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

THE DENVER GAZETTE | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2026

do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast/.

Today’s top moment in
sports history:

No. 117 « Feb. 14, 1965

Until Gerald H. and Allan R. Phipps
purchased undisputed control of the
Denver Broncos for §1.5 million on
Feb. 14, 1965, 1o increase their owner-
ship of the team to 94% h) gainin,
with the immediate cash payment, the
voting trust headed by spokesman and

Colorado

18 52%

do Spors Hall o Fume padas a coloe
radosports.org/podca

jay's top il
sports history:

No.118

Nov. 30,1899

O Nov. 30, 1699, the st meeting
in the series that would eventually be
known as the “Border War” took place
as Colorado Agricultural College (Col-
orado State) and the University of Wy-
oming met for the first time. It was the

in Colorado

team president Calvin Kunz was seri-
ousl
the
Company. Kunz and the
offe of dightly over $4 million from
them to purchase all of the stock un-
til the Phipps brothers and their firm,
Empire Sports Inc. took full control
of the franchise and saved pro football
in Denver (they purchased the Denver
Bears the same day).

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

‘Border War’

first game CSU ever played outside of the
state, and it won 12-0 by forfeit after a
controversial ending with the officials,
who were provided by both schools. Th
have played 117 timcs, with CSU Teading
60-52 with five ties. The two will be in
different conferences for the first
in over a century beginning this fall, but
the schools have agreed to keep the series
alive - it's the opener for both on Sept. 5
in Fort Collins.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

ey

1911 Denver Grizzlies put together one of the best minor-league seasons

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
Ul release the list cvery
1moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weelly on a Colora-

ris
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2026

do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast/.

Today’s top moment
sports history:

No.119

The 1911 Denver Grizzlies of the Class-A.
Western League were voted one of the
t0p 100 minor league teams of all-time
in 2001 The team finished with a 111-
9 recond. Gantes we mueh quick.
er (no radio or television, or lights) as
Denner won o game 6.0 at Topeka that

in Colorado

d in 1 hour and 15 minutes;
inning game played in 2:10.
Games were called because of darkness
or if one or both of the teams needed
catch 4 train to their next location.
A pitcher on that team was named
Kinsella - no idea if his name was uti-
lized in 1989's “Field of Dreams” (Kevin
Costner played Ray Kinsella, who had a
with his ma-

it
«

122

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Lakewood upsets Cherry Creek in 4A football title game

Happy birthday, Colorado - and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 130 sports moments.

Colorado Spors Hall of Fum hiso-

jati and a committee of 10
Compiled and el elease the list cvery
week until the No. 1 moment on.July 31
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE |
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do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast/.
Todays top moment
sports history

No.122

Nov. 30,1985

In »\lm ‘many consider to be one of
the gre upsets in Colorado high
sehool rumb.\ll Lakewood, with all of
27 players on its roster, manhandled
heavily favored Cherry Creek, 47-8,
in the Class 4A championship game.

in Colorado

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Denver Spurs win Western Hockey League championship

Happy birthday, Colorado - and Col-
orado spors.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
weelk until the No. I moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

D2 |
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THE DENVER GAZETTE |

o Sport Hall of R podeast ot goo:
radosports. o:g/pod

Today; oment
sports history

No.123

May3,1972

The Denver Spurs, regular-season
champions of the Western
League, went on to win U
Patrick Cup by defeating the Portland
Buckaroos, 6-0, to clinch the champi-
onship series in five games. Denver had

in Colorado

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Northern Colorado records state’s first College World Series wm

L
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading tnio hesate's 150tk birhday
Aug Denver Gazette has part
eved i he Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
weelk until the No. I moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Denver boxer Eagan, state’s first Olympian, wins gold medal

HALLOF FAVE
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-

orado sports.
Leading into the state’s 150th birth-

day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has

partnered with the Colorado Sports

Hall of Fame to publicize the defini-

tive list of Colorado’s top 130 sports
oments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2026

It wasn't a fluke. Lakewood finished
13-1 with the Tigers’ average margin
of victory being 22 points. On a frigid

L CUs Folsom Field, Lakewood
zoomed 1o a 31-0 halftime lead and
never looked back. The Tigers out-
gained the Bruins 401-194 in total of-
fense in what is still one of — if not
the — most-lopsided title games in
state prep history

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

swept the San Diego Gulls in the semi-
finals. Frank Huck, the league MV,
scored nine goals with four assists in
he playoffs. Rookie defensemen Glen
Patrick was the first to be presented
with the Patrick Cup, as it was named
after his famous grandfaher, I was
the city's first professional hockey title,
come 21 vears before the Colorado Ava:
lanche won the Stanley Cup.

— Dave Plati,
Fame historian

Colorado Sports Hall of

will unveil the list weekly on @ Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/.

Ilo. 124 June 11,1955

ird appearance in the College
World Scris the University of North-
ern Colorado recorded the
state college in the event, upsetting top-
ranked Southern California, 2-1. W
Coates doubled home George Sage in
the fourth inning giving the Bears a 2-0

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast/.

Today's top moment in
sports history:

No.125
Aug. 25,192¢

Denver native and Longmont High
graduate Eddie Eagan, the state’s first
Olympian, won the gold medal in the

Colorado

i

AL OF P

Tead. Sage pitched a complete game and
allowed only six hits, striking out threc.
UNC then would be eliminated by Wake
‘orest and Arizona. Northern Colorado
has the most appearances of any state
school in the College World Series, as
the Bears have won 10 District VIT and/
or Regional titles to advance into the Se-
ries, the last time in 1974 The Be:
3-20 in CWS games.

Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

light heavyweight boxing competition in
the 1920 Summer Olympics in Antwerp,
Belgium. Twelve years later, he made
Olympic history that still hasn't been
matched: he became um first and onlv
athlete to win gold m
mer and Winter l)l\n\pl(‘~ in difterent
sports. On Feb. 15, 1932, he was on the
US. team that won the gold in the four-
man bobsled at Lake Placid, New York.

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Colorado Mines, Colorado College meet for first time in football

jor-league father, John)
Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Wasson's Brett Roller upsets Pomona's Tom Clum at state wrestling

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.
zmmu into the state’s

0th birthday
p ver Gazette has part-
eved et he Colorads Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery
week until the No. I moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

D2 |
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Xplosion's Debbie Black becomes first woman to record quadruple-double
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports
Leading into the state’s 130th birthday
Aug nver Gazette ha:
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
‘el until the No. I moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

D2 |
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r 4
7o moment in

will unweil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame pn/i( ast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast).

Today's top moment
sports history:

No. 120 « Feb. 17,2001
In what many called the biggest prep
wrestling upset in state history, Was-
n's Brett Roller defeated Pomona's
Tom Clum, 13-12, in the Colorado 5A
125-pound state wrestling champion-

in Colorado

will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-

top Colorado

sports history:

No. 121+ Dec. 8,1996

Thec Lulnmdu Xplosion's Debbie Black
st woman and only the

Aith pnmwuml to record a quadru-

ple-double with 10 points, 14 rebounds,

2 assists and 10 steals in a 9175 home

ship before over 17,000 at Pepsi Center.
At the time, Clum was an undefeated.
three-time state t'han\pvnn with a
0 career record ai ceking to be-
come the firet four- mm state champi-
on in Colorado hist oller earned
five points in the final seconds (two fm'
a takedown, three for back points)
win the match. He finished the season
with a 39-1 mark.

ave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

win over the Atlanta Glory. It has oc-
curred only four times officially in the
NBA, all before Black's — by Nate Thur-
mond, Alvin Robertson, Hakeem Olaju-
won and David Robinson. However, it's
likely Wilt Chamberlain did it before
blocked shots were tracked. Black's is
the last quadruple-double in pro ball
Collegiate gs Shakyla Hill
had two, one each in nd 2010.

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the defini-
tive list of Colorado’s top 150 sports
moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of
10 compiled and will release the list

cvery week until the No. 1 moment
on July 31. Plati and Broncos icon
Jim Saccomano will unveil the list

weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall of

The first game in one of the lon-
gest rivalries in college football was
played in Colorado Springs, with Col-
orado Mines defeating Colorado Col-

Fame podcast at c org/ lege o Day, 14-6. The
podcast. v s through
Today’s top moment in Colorado 1990, with Mines winning the last 11

sports history:

No. 124

Nov. 28, 1889

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2026 |

to lead the series 46-38-5 before it
was discontinued.
— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall

of Fame historian

THE DENVER GAZETTE | D21

Sports broadcasting debuts on Denver airwaves

HALL OF FAVE
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Colo-  history
rado sports. Leading into the state’s 150th
birthday Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports Hall  Feb. 10,1922

of Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
weelk until the No. 1 moment on July 31
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colorado
Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colorado-
sports.org/podcast.

Today’s top moment in Colorado sports

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

CU Buffs pitcher Bob McGraw sets college strikeout record
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the definiti
list of Colorado’s top 150 sports mo-
ments

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2026

KDKA-Radio in Pittsburgh was the first
10 broadeast sporting events on radio in
1921, beginning with a prize fight before
expanding into team sports. The “first™

orts broadcast in Colorado was on
an experimental station owned by H.H.
Buckwalter and located at 713 Lincoln
St. While not a true complete broadcast
in the sense, on Feb. 10, 1922, constant
live updates were provided for CU's
20 basketball win at DU. On April 15,

will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-

radosports.org/podcast,
oday’s top moment in
sports history:

128
May 22,1914
Colorado

Silve

Colorado

of freshman
pitcher Bob MeGraw  a future major
leaguer — struck out what remains a
ate mﬂl(-”«‘ record 20 batters in the
and Gold's 71 win against Col-

1926, the first full game involving a team
from the state is broadcast, as 5,000-watt
KOA-Radio, which began broadcasting
in 1924, then located at 830 AM on the
dial, picked up the Denver Bears’ sea-
son opener at St. Joseph (Denver lost,
6-2) The first full game originated local-
Iy was on Nov. 25, 1926, once again on
m/\ which selected the annual CU-DU
iving Day clash at DU Stadium.
The saton emined of-thesf o the
previous night until the 2 p.m. Kickoff.
Denver won the game, 20-9.
— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

orado College in Boulder. In throwing
a two-hitter, McGraw also went 2-for-
4 at the plate with a home run. It w;
the second-most strikeouts at the time
in college baseball, and the win also
clinched the RMAC title for CU. In 1917,
he signed with th(- I’hlld((('!phm Phil-
lies and became rst pldwr
to reach the m gues. CU batt
Struck out 15 times for 33 total whifl
in the game.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian
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COUNTDOWN

Colorado’s Top 150 Sports Moments
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

‘Little World Series of the West' integrates Negro League player Former Colorado Buffalo Steve Jones wins 1936 U.S. Open

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 130th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on.July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast].

Today’s top moment in
sports history:

No.129

Aug.1,1934

‘The 19th edition of the baseball tourna-
ment that came to be known as the “Little
World Series of the West” was integrated
for the first time. Organizers wanted the
tournament to feature the most com-

Colorado

League players to p'nl)clm[\‘ for the nm
time, starting with the Kans / Moy
archs (the Negro League champions) and
the Denver White Elephants. The White
Elephants featured the only Colora-
do-born player in the Negro League, The-
odore “Bubbles” Anderson, a 2025 Colo-
rado Sports Hall of Fame inductee. The
tournament started in 1915 and attracted
the top semi-pro teams in the sport until
it was discontinued in the mid-1940s.

A1 OF FAE

will unveil the list weekly on a Colorc
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

National Western Stock Show born in Denver on Jan. 29, 1906

i OF P

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unweil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast/.
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petitive teams. Thus, they invited Negro

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sport:
Fame historian

Today's top moment in Colorado

sports history

Hu.|30

Jan, 2

The \.mmml Western Stock Show
was born out of a few stock fairs and
exhibits. It was originally called the
Western Live Stock Show and was held
in the stock yards in North Denver.
Three local businessmen were credit-
ed for organizing the initial gathering
of no less than six associations: Elias
Ammons and George Ballantine of the
Denver Union Stock Yard Company

Hall of

and Fred P. Johnson (publisher of the
Record-Stockman). When all was said
and done, 351 cattle, sheep and hogs
were shown over the six-day event. One
of the early precursors to the Nation-
al Western was on June 30, 1874, when
‘The Denver Blood Stock Association's
Blood Stock Fair opened. It was five
days of showing thoroughbred cattle
divided into five groupings of purebred
cattle: Shorthorns, Herefords, Devons,
Jerseys & Ayrshires and Galloways. A
purse offered $15,000 in prizes.

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Tebow, Thomas lift Broncos to OT playoff win over Steelers

D2 | THEDENVER GAZETTE
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Huppy birthday, Colorado — and
Colorada sports.

leading into the \MH'« i »f)i’f hirth-
day Aug. 1, M
parinered " Coterad Sports
Hatl of Fam to puublicise tha duini.
tive fist of Colorado’s fop 150 sports
moments.

Colorado Sports Hali of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of
Fﬂ lummfﬂh and will release the list
1 until the No. 1 moment
on July 3. Plati and Broncos icon
Jim Saccomana will unveil the list
weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall of

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31,2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Pikes Peak International Hill Climb makes its debut in 1916
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Hatppy birthday, Colorada — and Col-
orado sports.
Leceding into the state’s 150th bivthday
1, weeiie has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall af
Fame lo publicize the definitive list of
Colorada's top 50 sports moments.
Colorado Sports Hall of Fume histe-
rian Dave Plati and @ committee of 10
compiled and will release the Yt every
weck wntil the No. 1 moment o July 31,
Plati end Broncos icon Jirn Saccomario
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 2026

Fame padeast at coloradasports.org/
podeast

Today's o ioinanc in
sports

No.131

Jan, 8, 2012

The heavily favored Piusburgh
Steelers battled back from a 20-6 defi-
cit 1o force overtime with the Denver
Brol «ﬂ:‘l tying the game at 23-

1 in 1d-card game. Denver
g0t the ball first at its own 20 to start
the extra session, which would
all of 11 seconds, Tim Tebow threw a

Colarada

do Sy H.m of Fame podcast at cola-
dosports.org/ped

Tt Ton
sports history:

No. 132

Aug. 1012, 1916

‘The Pikes Peak International Hill Clinb
was rum far the first tme

tende to sirte tours
o Springs and Fikes Peak region, the race
drew bremendous crowds from the starl
Initially called the Pikes Peak Auto Hill

N
moment in Colorado

play-action pass to Demaryius Thom-
as, who caught the ball at the Denver
38 and outran Steeler defenders to
the end zone for an 80-yard score and
a 29-23 Bronco win that eulm d
in the quickest ending to an overtime
in NFL history, The previous quickest
invalved a former Colorado Bufflo:
on Thanksgiving Day David
Williams returned the overtime kick
off 95 yards to give Chicago a 23-17
win at Detroit 16 seconds into the
extra session

—Dave Plati, Colorada Sparts Hall
of Fame historian

Climb, Rea Tentz in & Romano Special
won the iaugural roce that coveed the
viles: in 20:55.6, with Floyd Clymer
1 the moloreyele elass with a time
rhrouh the years, the legend-
Unser Gamily (Louis, Bobby, AL Robby

Jr) wom a combined 25 tities rac-

and
i the course, which covers 2 4725 fool

ool
390 fect to
h 156 tums

—Dave Plati, Colorada Sparts Hall of
Fame historian

CSU Rams’ Becky Hammon scores 30 in final home game

D2
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orade sports,

Leading into the state’s 1508 birdhday
Aug. 1, The Denver Geazelte s perte
mered with the Colorad Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the initive list of
Colarado’s top 130 sporis momends.

Colovadn Sports Hall of Fume histo-
riun Dave Plati and @ commitiee of 10
compiled andt will release the list every
week wntil the No. £ moment on July 51,
Plati and Broneos ieon Jim Saccomatna

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL COUNTDOWN

Denver Rockets” Haywood sets ABA scoring record with 59 points

D2
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Happy birthday, Colorade — and Col
wrado sports.

Leading into the suate's | mrh birttay

Fame to publici:
Colorade’s lop 150 sports momens.
Colorado Spores ITall of Fame histo
rign PDave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled e il rlese (e it
until the No. 1 moment on July 31
J’f[m anl Bromeos jeom Jim Saecomanno
will unueil the list weekly on a Colora:

THE DENVER GAZETTE | WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

VP George H.W. Bush surprises in ‘Denver Dream’ game at Mile High
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Happy birthday, Colarado — and Col-
orudo sporls.

Leading inta the state's 150th birthiay
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazetie has purt-
nered with fartda Spo il of
Fame to publicize the definitive fist of
Colarada’s top 150 sparts moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati wnd o committee of 10
4.#.,/;.1. d and will release the 1ist every
it the No.  moment on Tuly 31,
it ant Broneos seon Jim Saccomans
will wnvedl ihe list weekly on @ Colora-

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2026

will unweil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sporis Hall of Fame podcast al golo-
radospors.org/podeast

sdays top moment
sports history:

in Colorada

o. 133

March 15,1999

Playing in her final home (a sec-
ond-ronnd NCAA Tourmament gam

Colorado State semior Becky Hammon
seored 30 points 1o lead the Rams 10 an

do Sports Ihall of Fame podeast at colo-
rudosports.on

Todiys top
sports histary:

No.134

April 15,1970

Spencer Haywood seored an AB
cord 59 points in the
fnale, leading (he Den
to & 152116 win over the Los Angeles
Stars in De T. He also grahbed 25 re-
hounds (and added thrce assists: The

podecrs!
moment in Colarada

¢ Rockels

do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at golo
rudasporis.org/podcasl.

No. 135 - July 13, 1984

The second “De ream” old-ti
ers hascbull game took place before
38809 ot Mile High Stadium. The
highlight was Vice President George
HW. Bush not only i tendance, but
playing in the game. Donning a Den-
wer Bears uniform, he went 1-for-2 from
the plate. He first faced Warren Spann,
popping up to second baseman Mill

860 win over Southwest Missouri State
toadvance lo the Sweel 16. Hlammon was
60012 (rom the field and 16-0L17 from
e ine and had cight asslsts. CSU
ished 33.3 that scason afier dropping the
next game to UCLA. She scored 21 points
in the 7764 loss Lo the Bruins, nishing
as the state’s all-time leading seorer by 2
wamans collesian (2,740 points),

fine

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

record would stand for two y

rs. The
2 points matched Denver's most i
an ABA game at that point, first done
just a week be
Dallzs Chaparrals n a 152-113 home
win, Denver would top the 152 points
A play, 156 aud
5

regulation win over Virgini
10 players seored in double J'lp.m(s,

— Daze Plati, Colorade Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Pappas (who intentionally dropped the
ball) before singling Lo cenler his next
time up. He also a couple of
innings al frst base, where he robbed
Ty Oliva of o single — g w by
mbers of the Se
60 year-oid Bush was in wwn f0F the
stale’s GOP convention that weekend.
On hand 0 sign autegraphs amang
v Hall of Famers ineluded Joc
DiMaggio and Billy Ma
—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historiau

LG
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150th birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sport 3
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unweil the list weekly on a Colora-

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 2026

do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podeast/.

No. 136 « June 16, 1996

Steve Jones becomes the second Colo-
rado high school alum (Yuma) and the
second Colorado Buffalo to win the U.S.
Open, turning in a 2-under-par perfor-
mance (74-66-69-69—278) at Oakland
Hills Country Club in Bloomfield Hills,
Mich,, defeating Tom Lehman and Davis
Love 111 by one stroke. The three battled
it out over the back nine, and all were

tied at 2-under down the stretch, Love
on the 18th green and Jones and Leh-
man on the 18th tee. Love three-putt-
ed, Lehman bogeyed. Jones hit his ap-
proach (o 12 feet and two-putted for the
win. The win wasn't a fluke; only 5
der-par rounds we
four days, and Jones was the only player
with three. In the process, he became
the first wmnm! K fier to win the
US. Open in 20 y

ave plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

Denver Nuggets' Rodney Rogers scores nine points in 9 seconds

HALLOF e

138

Happy hmmm_z/, Colorado — and Col-
orado spor

Leading o the state's 150t birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Iww to pnhnru the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments

Coloradn spum Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list ecvery
i until the No. 1 moment on July 31,
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-

do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast.

No.137

Feb. 8,1994

hough Denver lost the game to Utah,
rward Rodney Rogers accom-
plished a feat unmatched prior to or since.
He scored nine points in as many seconds
on three 3-point field goals. He made the
first from the top of the Key with 29.4 sec-
onds to play. Robert Pack stole the ball
and fed it to him, and Rogers drilled the

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2026 |

second fmm the same spot with 24.9 sec-
onds on m k. He then stole the in-
bound pass himself and strutted to the
apoint Jine on.the right baseline and
third 3-pointer with 20.9 seconds
t0 go. The crowd at MeNichols Sports Are-
na went bananas. But Jeff Malone made
the game-winner for the Jazz with 12 sec-
onds left for a 96-95 win. Rogers suffered
a paralyzing accident in 2008 and died in
November at the age of 54.

—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

THE DENVER GAZETTE | D2

Hot Sulphur Springs hosts first Winter Sports Carnival

HALL OF FAE
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.
Leading into the state’s 150th birthday

e Denver Ga

nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery
weelk until the No. I moment on July 31.

| THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2026

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Air Force’s John McBroom goes

D2
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Arapahoe Basin ski area begins operations after World War ||
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Happy birthday, Colorado — and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into the state’s 150t birthday
Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-
nered with the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame to publicize the definitive list of
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments.

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list every
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.
Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2026

Happy birthday, Colorado — and Coi-
orado sports.

Leding into the state’s 150th birthdcy
Benver Gaserte has 1
ith the Colorado Sports Hail of
publicize the defnitive list of
Colorada's top 130 sports moments.

Colorado Sports dlail of Fume Nisto
rian Dave Plati and a commitice of 10
eomypiled and will velease the lisé every
week wntil the No. { mament on July 31

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE | TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2026
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Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podeast at colo-
radosports.org/podcast.

No. 138, Feb. 14-15, 1912

The Winter Sports Club of Hot Sul-
phur Springs hosted the state’s first
Winter Sports Carnival that drew 8,000
spectators, with competitors included.
The competitions included sledding,

skating, cross-country skiing and jump-
ing. Norwegian transplant Carl How-
elsen, who moved Lo the state a year
carlier, was the star, winning the jump-
ing event with a 79-foot leap. Hot Sul-

hur Springs is halfway between Krem-
mling and Granby. So, it does beg the
question: in 1912, how did 8,000 peo-
ple get there, and where did they stay
—Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

[ 1]
9-for-9 with 12 RBls in 387 win

will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do .«,,mm Hall of Fame podcast at col
ports.org/podeast/.

Hﬂ.l3§.Mayl[l, 1967

In perhaps the greatest single game in
state college baseball history, Air Force
senior outfielder John McBroom had
a career day in the Falcons' 387 win
over Colorado College. He set what still
stands as NCAA records as he batted
1.000 — going 9-for-9, the most hits in a

Plati and Broneos icon Jim Saceomano
will umveil e list weekly on o Colora-
do Sports Hail of Fume podeast at ¢
radospores.argpodeast.

Bay’s (0p moment in
sports Rislory:

No. 140: Nov. 1,1946

mpahoe Basin is the first ski area
World War 11 to begin operations
in the state. It bordered the Continen-

Colorado

single game and highest 1.000 average
when a player did not make an out. He
scored six runs, had 12 runs batted in
and 19 total bases. (The latter two are
still Air Force records) He almost hit
for the cyele twice — two home runs,
one triple, three doubles and four sin-
gles. He would go on to become a flight
instructor, among several accomplish-
ments, in retiring as a major general

ave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian

tal Divide with a summit elevation of

13,050 feel, one of highesl ski resorls
in the world. The eriginal cost was esti-
mated 4t §150,00, which included two
lifts, a rope tow and trails. Lif m\ou

and altendance -u.m.d In over 12,000
(70,000 by the '61-62
—Dave Plati, Coloradt
Fame historian

Denver Bears set minor-league attendance record

HALL OF FAMI

Happy Imrh(lm/ Lnlmud — and Colorado sports.

Leading into the s
Dener Gasettehas pmm
Hall of Fame to publicize

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histor

and a committee of 10 coy

list every week until the No. 1 moment on July
and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano will unveil the list
weekly on a Colorado Sports Hall of Fame podcast at

coloradosports.org/podcast.

July 3,1382

Denver entered the national record books again, as

the Bears annual fireworks
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Denver Broncos become the first AFL team to beat an NFL team

HALLOF FAVE

D2 | THE DENVER GAZETTE |

Happy birthday, Colorado - and Col-
orado sports.

Leading into_the state’s 150th birth-
day Aug. 1, The Denver Gazelte has
partnered with the Colorado Sports
Hall of Fame to publicize the definiti
list of Colorado’s top 150 sports mo-

Colorado Sports Hall of Fame histo-
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10
compiled and will release the list cvery
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2026

150th birthday Aug. 1, The
red with the Colorado Sports
the definitive list of Colora- ~ dance was 73
n Dave Plati
mpiled and will release the

record 65,666 fans, as announced at the time. The Den-
ver fire marshal told team officials the crowd had to
be capped at «h(n number; in

actuality, the true atten-
, as confirmed years later by business

manager Bobby Burris. (Not to mention by looking at
an aerial photo of the Mile High Stadium from that
night. In no way were there 10,000 empty seats). Oma-
Plati ha spoiled things with a 7+ win in a st
hitting the Bears
five innings and e
four frames. In

nge game, out-
with a scoreless contest through
ch team scoring in their rem;
fact, Omaha’s Bill Kelly had a no-hitter

entering the sixth and had it broken up with a triple
Dby Denver native and Abraham Lincoln High School

s night drew a

grad Nick Capra.

-DAVEPL

Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano
will unveil the list weekly on a Colora-
do Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colo-

radosports.org/podcast.
No.142: Aug. 5, 1967

he Broncos became the first AFL
team to defeat an NFL team, downing
the Detroit Lions, 13-10, at DU Stadi-
um in what some called “The Little
Super Bowl” The Lions’ Alex Karras
stated prior to the game there was no

L

way Denver would win, and if it did,
he'd walk back to Detroit. Did he? OF
course not. And two weeks later, the
Broncos beat Minnesota, 1
DU Stadium. Tt was the firs
two leagues began playing in the pre-
season ahead of the 1970 AFL-NFL
merger. Of the 15 preseason games
that first year, the AFL won three, two
by the Broncos

— Dave Plati, Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame historian
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CSU’s Lightfoot scores most points by a Colorado Division | player

Happy birthday, Colorado - and Colo-  Plati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano  game by a Division I player in the state.
rado sports. Leading into the state’s 150th  will unveil the list weekly on a Colorado  Lightfoot made 21 field goals and was 3
Ly . birthday Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has — Sports Hall of Fame podcast at colorado- — of 4 from the free-throw line. The state’s
partnered with the Colorado Sports Hall — sports.org/podeast. college best for women encompass
of Fame to publicize the definitive list of divisions is a 51-point effort by the late
Colorado’s top 150 sports moments, Jan.5,1982 Carroll Lillie of Southern Colorado (now
i o Colorado Sports Hail of Fame histo-  Colorado State senior guard Kathy  CSU Pucblo) in an 82-80 overtime loss lo
rian Dave Plati and a committee of 10 Lightfool scored 45 points in a T18-5%  SL Mary’s of the Plains on Dec. 3, 1979.
compiled and will rlease the list cvery  Win over Southern Colorado in Fort Col-  -DAVEPLATL COLORADO SPORTS HALLOF FAME
week until the No. 1 moment on July 31 Tins - to date the most points in a single  MISTOR
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Altitude Sports Network launches — with NHL in Iockout

i Standard the AL
Happy birthday, Colorado — and Colorado sports Netwark went on
Lendi te’s 150th birthday Aug. 1, The Sports Enterprises

th the Colorado  (KSE). Over $10 million was spent on building a
definitive list of tio, installing pros

o 150 sporis moments pereonnal and marketing the
Colorado Sports Hall of Fume histavian Dave P am? A 30-minute

and @ commitiee of 10 eompited and will release the  the network.
st every week until the No 1,000,000 subscrib
Flati and Broncos icon Jim Saccomano will anvell  was supposed 1o be

n a Colo o e

Denver Gazetie has partnered
Sports Hall of Fame to peblicize &

Coloraudo’s

o the tist weetki sparty Hall of b
HE ASSOCIATED PRESS.  picteast af col

Los Angeles Rams owner Stanley Kroenke arrives celed the se
for NFL owners meetings in New York on Oct. 22. Dave Plati, Colorado Sporis tlall of Fame historian

Jose Sharks, but the NHI lockout on
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]
Zephyrs’ Meyer blasts 582-foot home run at Mile High Stadium

June 2, 1887

The Denver Zephyrs’ Joey Meyer hit what m
have docum: longest home un in
L aJ

the secom
a

e Plati
dease the

dan D
i}

i 1.

HALL OF FAME

mano will
rts Hall of Fame
icast.
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Muhammad Ali, Lyle Alzado battle in boxing exhibition at Mile High

Heppy birthiy, Colorado — and Col- - Plast esnd Broneos igon Jim Saccomano  artended the event at Mile High Stadi-
orado sports. will uneveil the Wst weekly on o Colora-  um, whie pifielally seored but
Leading into the state's 150th birchduy  do Sports Hull of Fame podeast at olo- went all eight rounds; most, if not all

Aug. 1, The Denver Gazerte has p radnsportiagpodeast. thanght Al wom easily. About 600 mil

ith the Colorado Sports Hall of tothe east that same night, Jamie Fast-
Fame to publicize the degnitive iise of  July 1, 1879 erly of the Denver Bears pitched a per-
Colorud’s fop 150 sports momenis. It was only an exhibition, as former me in the Bears’ 10-0 win oves
Colorastn Sports Hall of Feme kist-  heavywright hoxingehampion Muham-  the lowa Ouks in Des Maines. That was

rign Dave Piati and @ committee af 10 mad All fought an eight-round march  the last of seven no-hitrers in Denver
compiled and will release the st gainst Denver Broneos defensive line-  minor league history that spanned over
week until the No. ¥ moment on July 31, man Lyle Alzado. Around 20,000 fans 100 years.
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Wheat Ridge boys tennis snaps Cherry Creek's record streak

Happy birthday, Co

vado — and Colorado spots.
Eeading into il siale’s 1501h Dirthday Avg. 1 The Denocr In bigh sehodl bovs
Gz e parenerel ik e Crlredn Spor Hodl o e Crock, -3 cndi the Brvi emerkatle ok mates winring
to publicia he dginiive st of olorade’ top 180 sports - <1 ¢ longest in the nation. [n 1991, it was Wheat
s l\Jdg(- i s Chisey Crls ran of 16 S s chn
Luﬂmwiy Sporu Ell of Fua Msseion Dacs Pil 0% ¢ lsbioe, o ol e, The sttt WA Degan i 17
commitice of 10 compited an ase ihe list every weel  remains e second-longest of any spor in the country, behind
T he e koAt 0 T 3, Pt B o ooty e Brandon, Fla.. wrestling team hal won 459 consecu-
Saceomano ! the fist weekdy on @ Colorado Sports  tive dual meets from 1973 into 2008,
Hatl of Fame podcast at <tcolaradosports.org/padcast. — Dave Plati, Goloraco Sperts Hall of Fame historian

Wheal Ridge defeated Cherry
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Denver Racquets win state’s first pro championship

Happy birthday, Coloreds - and Col-  do Sporis ITall wf Fame podeast al ¢olo-  ed Philadelphia Freedoms, 2.0, in the

wrada sports rudosports.ory/podecst, hest-of-three finals, Denver had won

Leading into the state’s 150tk birthday  Today’s tap moment in Coforado the Pacific Scetion with 1 30-14 record

Aug. 1, The Denver Gazette has part-  sports history: and defeated the San Francisco Golden

; ith the Colorado Sports Hall of ators and the Minnesota Buckskins to
: Fame 1 publicize the definitive tist or - No,MB reach the finals, The teams were coed.
. Colorado’s top 150 sporis momens. Aug. 26,1974 Philadelphia was led by Billie Jean
Coloads Syoris Ugll f R Mg The e dsaplonahip by Deomer Mg s eagne MV Auptlas Ty

b i vign Duve Plati and a committee of 10 professic i, oxr\mhng minot Rome Dunves hach
compiied and will release the lisl cvery lusue baseball, was claimed by (he Luun e had the plmnl[( MVP in Au
week watil the No. I moment on July 31 Denver Racquets, "Who won the nau  deew Pattson

Plati and Broneos ivon Jim Saccamans al World ‘Team ‘Tennis league title. - mw Plati, Colomacdo Sports Hali of
wwill unveil the iist weekly on a Cofora- Racquets defeated the topseed-  Fame
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SPECIAL

Bob Martin hosts the state’s first sports talk show

Happy bi

aracio — and Col est ot ol (67 pm.) on KTLN-Radio (1280 AM).
. ol il kA

twp momens in Colorado  coach the previo

Faulkzer w

sporis historu:

red. with m

da's top
Colorada a,,.,‘. H
rim Dave Plati

e
o8 {1964-66).

e Plati, Colorady Sparts Hai
Fame historian
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150
Colorado College football defeats Umversity of Denver Mlnisters 12-0

week unil the No. 1 R o July

Denver Ministers, 120
scconnts early on never

o G Ne mnuu

o — and Col-

Fappy birtkdey, Cos
v e

icer

T Top

sports history

MNo. 150

April 11, 1885
In the first intercollegiate foot

played west of the Mississipy D Pl
Coloradn College defeatcd the  Fame historian

|-\ lace in 1669 (Rutgers & »'m-m-.v #
e game methodically spread west

d and will release the list cvery  River

oraddir Sports Hol
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