
Looking Back at a Legacy: Celebrating the 70th Anniversary of Pueblo Junior College’s Historic 1956-
57 Season 
 
As the 2026-2027 sports calendar unfolds, it marks a 
remarkable milestone in regional collegiate sports history: 
the 70th anniversary of the legendary 1956–1957 Pueblo 
Junior College (PJC) men's basketball season. 
 
Entering the season, the Indians had only one starter and 
four reserves returning from the 1955-1956 team that placed 
sixth nationally,  
 
Coached by Harry H. Simmons, the Indians put together one 
of the most memorable campaigns in junior college 
basketball history, finishing with a 31-6 overall record and 
etching their name into national prominence.  PJC also 
posted a perfect 10-0 record in Empire Conference play for 
the first-time 
 
Dominance on the Hardwood - Under the guidance of "The 
Chief," PJC asserted its dominance early and often. The Indians captured the Southern Division of the Empire 
Conference crown, playing an aggressive, high-scoring brand of basketball that thrilled local fans. 
 
PJC's offensive firepower was anchored by standout freshman center Ken Anderson of Moline, Ill. Anderson led 
the Empire Conference in scoring and earned prestigious second-team NJCAA All-American honors. Appearing 
in 36 games, Anderson dominated the paint and stat sheets alike, racking up a staggering 816 points for a 22.7 
points-per-game average, fueled by 295 field goals and 226 free throws. 
 
The supporting cast ran deep, featuring key contributors such as: 

• Al Roots (Fr., Kansas City, Kan.): 35 games, 449 points (12.8 PPG) 
• Jim Ulm (Fr., Frankfort, Ind.): 35 games, 342 points (9.8 PPG) 
• Vince Ignatowicz (Fr., Elizabeth, N.J.): 35 games, 324 points (9.3 PPG) 
• Dale Allen (Soph., Rocky Ford, Colo.): 37 games, 301 points (8.1 PPG) 

 
As a team, the Indians averaged 79.9 points per game across their 37-contest schedule while holding  
opponents to just 61.5 PPG, reflecting a squad that excelled on both ends of the floor. Prior to postseason play, PJC 
was nationally recognized, tying for sixth in the final NJCAA rankings. 
 
Road to Hutchinson 
 
The postseason brought high drama and unforgettable moments to Pueblo. Hosting the Region IX playoffs at 
home inside the raucous atmosphere of "The Pit," the Indians rose to the occasion. PJC swept through the regional 
bracket—defeating Northeastern (82–59) on March 8 and handling Trinidad (79–67) on March 9—to secure the 
championship and punch their ticket to the national stage. 
 
This triumph sent PJC to the NJCAA National Tournament in Hutchinson, Kansas, marking the program's third 
consecutive appearance at the national showcase. 
 

• March 19: Defeated Murray (69-53) 
• March 20: Defeated Boise (72-54) 
• March 22: Lost to San Angelo (65-78) 
• March 23: Defeated Moberly (93-83) in the third-place game 

 
Ken Anderson scored 75 points in the nationals and was named to the all-tournament team.  With Anderson plagued 
with foul problems, Dale Allen, the lone returning starter from the previous season, scored 37 points in the third-
place game against Moberly and finished with 69 points for the four games.   
 
By capturing third place in the nation, Simmons and his squad cemented a golden chapter in Pueblo athletics - a 
standard of excellence that continues to resonate 70 years later. 

 



Pueblo Junior College’s 1956-57 Season Statistics, Results 
 
Player, Class, Hometown GP FGM FTM PF Points Average 
Ken Anderson, Frosh, Moline, Ill. 36 295 226 83 816 22.7 
Al Roots, Frosh, Kansas City, Kan. 35 177 95 91 449 12.8 
Jim Ulm, Frosh, Frankfort, Ind. 35 143 56 73 342 9.8 
Vince Ignatowicz, Frosh, Elizabeth, N. J. 35 137 50 89 324 9.3 
Dale Allen, Soph., Rocky Ford, Colo. 37 127 47 72 301 8.1 
Jack Alexander, Frosh, Salem, Ohio 32 82 26 44 190 5.9 
Gene Coughlin, Frosh, Peoria, Ill; 35 46 33 39 125 3.6 
Ron McCarty, Soph., Denver, Colo. 35 32 39 38 103 2.9 
Dick Baker, Soph., Pueblo, Colo. 31 40 13 9 93 3.0 
Richard Hime, Soph., Pueblo, Colo. 33 30 17 34 77 2.3 
John King, Frosh, Malden, Mo. 28 26 28 29 80 2.9 
Jim McCamish, Soph., Pueblo, Colo. 28 16 7 23 39 1.4 
Dwane Johnsen, Frosh, Pueblo, Colo. 2 1 0 0 2 1.0 
Bob McKeough, Frosh, Romero, Mich. 3 1 0 3 2 0.7 
Rodger Likens, Frosh, Boulder, Colo. 5 1 0 2 2 0.4 
Richard Fife, Frosh, Walsh, Colo. 2 0 0 3 0 0.0 
Jerry Lane, Frosh, Pueblo, Colo. 1 0 0 1 0 0.0 
Richard Schrock, Frosh, Pueblo, Colo. 1 0 0 0 0 0.0 
Other  4 5 5 13  
PJC Totals 37 1,158 642 638 2,958 79.9 
Opponents 37       2,277 61.5 
 

Season Record - 31-6; Empire Conference Southern Division 10-0 
 
Date, Opponent, Result, PJC, Opp., Note 
30-Nov, Alumni, W, 76-64 
1-Dec, at Fort Lewis, W, 83-53 
3-Dec, Alumni, W, 75-59 
6-Dec, Cameron, L, 48-63, Arkansas City Tournament 
7-Dec, Hannibal, W, 65-64, Arkansas City Tournament 
8-Dec, Joplin, L, 76-78, Arkansas City Tournament 
10-Dec, Weber, W, 69-44 
15-Dec, at Northeastern, W, 85-76 
17-Dec, at Scottsbluff, W, 86-50 
18-Dec, at McCook, W, 114-71 
20-Dec, at Dodge City, L, 71-77,  
3-Jan, Arkansas City, L, 63-71 
5-Jan, at Garden City, W, 77-61 
11-Jan, Mesa, W, 76-56, Empire Conference 
12-Jan, Fort Lewis, W, 72-56, Empire Conference 
17-Jan, Regis B, W, 80-60 
19-Jan, Casper, W, 82-55 
25-Jan, at Trinidad, W, 79-69, Empire Conference 
26-Jan, Otero, W, 89-47, Empire Conference 

Date, Opponent, Result, PJC, Opp., Note 
31-Jan, Phillips 66 Oilers, L, 67-82, Exhibition 
1-Feb, Dodge City, W, 88-66 
2-Feb, at Denver Frosh, L, 59, 63 
4-Feb, at Lamar, W, 93-72, Empire Conference 
8-Feb, at Mesa, W, 73-70, Empire Conference 
9-Feb, at Fort Lewis, W, 97-60, Empire Conference 
12-Feb, Lamar, W, 92-47, Empire Conference 
15-Feb, Pratt, W, 89-65 
16-Feb, Garden City, W, 81-55 
20-Feb, at Otero, W, 83-41, Empire Conference 
22-Feb, Trinidad, W, 94-72, Empire Conference 
28-Feb, McCook, W, 93-45 
1-Mar, Scottsbluff, W, 90-43 
8-Mar, Northeastern, W, 82-59, Region IX playoffs 
9-Mar, Trinidad, W, 79-67, Region IX playoffs 
19-Mar, Murray at Hutchinson, W, 69-63, NJCAA 
20-Mar, Boise at Hutchinson, W, 72-54, NJCAA 
22-Mar, San Angelo at Hutchinson, L, 65-78, NJCAA 
23-Mar, Moberly at Hutchinson, W, 93-83, NJCAA 

 
Final National JC Rankings - Pueblo Junior College posted a 5-4 record against the top teams in the country 
with wins over Moberly and Boise in the national tournament. 
 
1, Moberly, Mo. 
2, Brewton-Parker, Ga. 
3, Boise, Idaho 

4, San Angelo, Texas 
Tyler, Texas 
6, Pueblo, Colo. 
Eastern Arizona 
Cameron, Okla. 

9, Arkansas City, Kan. 
Trinidad, Colo. 
Southern Utah 
Navarro, Texas 
Joplin, Mo. 

New York City CC. 
Coffeyville, Kan. 
Decatur, Texas 
Wharton, Texas 

 
 
 
 



1956-1957 Pueblo Junior College men’s basketball box scores 
 
November 30, 1956, 76-64 at Pueblo 

 
December 1, 1956, 83-53 at Durango 

 
December 3, 1956, 75-59 at Pueblo 

 
December 6, 1956, 48-63 at Arkansas City 

 

December 7, 1956, 65-64 at Arkansas City 

 
December 8, 1956, 76-78 at Arkansas City 

 
December 10, 1956, 69-44 at Pueblo 

 

December 15, 1956, 85-76 at Sterling 

 
December 17, 1956, 86-50 at Scottsbluff 

 
December 18, 1956, 114-71 at McCook 

 
December 20, 1956, 71-77 at Dodge City 

 
  



January 3, 1957, 63-71 at Pueblo 

 
January 5, 1957, 77-61 at Garden City 

 
January 11, 1057, 76-56 at Pueblo 

 

January 12, 1957, 72-56 at Pueblo 

 
January 17, 1957, 80-60 at Pueblo 

 

January 19, 1957, 82-55 at Pueblo 

 
January 25, 1957, 79-69 at Trinidad 

 
January 26, 1957, 89-47 at Pueblo 

 



January 31, 1957, 67-82 at Pueblo 

 
February 1, 1957, 88-66 at Pueblo 

 

February 2, 1957, 59-63 at Denver 

 
February 4, 1957, 93-72 

 
February 8, 1957, 73-70 at Grand Junction 

 
February 9, 1957, 97-60 at Durango 

 

February 12, 1957, 92-47at Pueblo 

 
February 15, 1957, 89-65 at Pueblo 

 
  



February 16, 1957, 81-55 at Pueblo 

 
February 20, 1957, 83-31 at La Junta 

 
February 22, 1957, 94-72 at Pueblo 

 

February 28, 1957, 93-45 at Pueblo 

 
March 1, 1957, 90-43 at Pueblo 

 

March 8, 1957, 82-59 at Pueblo 

 
March 9, 1957, 79-67 at Pueblo 

 
  



March 19, 1957, 69-63 at Hutchinson 

 
March 20, 1957, 72-54 at Hutchinson 

 

March 22, 1957, 65-78 at Hutchinson 

 
March 23, 1956, 93-83 at Hutchinson 
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